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Happy Easter Everyone,
So, what is it all going to be about for you? For some, it will be another festival of excess. It will be a way of enjoying the fact that we have
more than we need and can glut ourselves on things that bring us pleasure.
It may be dressed up with cute bunnies and shiny paper, but it is still about
delighting in what we have. I can see that, especially if you have known times
when you did not have so much.
Then for others it will be a celebration of Spring’s return. A time for
delighting in primroses, catkins and new lambs, fluffy chicks, longer hours of
daylight and the return of warmth. Increasingly, I struggle with Winter and
I see this celebration as important too.
Others will be celebrating rest; a few days of freedom to shake off
the working world and get out, to maybe dip their toes in the water again
and start thinking about the boat or the garden or whatever it is gives them
joy. For others it will be a celebration of family, as far-flung loved ones get
together.
For us who are Christians, it is about so much more. It is about the
great story, the story that tells us God loves this world and us and in Jesus
Christ chose to die for love of it and was raised again to give us hope. This
is the hope- that death, sorrow and pain are not the end but just a stage on
the way to life. Our belief in this is what makes us Christians, not how we
dress or even how moral we are, and the rest of the country will have a holiday because we are experiencing this saving truth once more.
For me, and I hope for you, that story is worth so much more than all
the things we surround it with, although they celebrate good things like new
life and freedom and community. It is about so much more than cute bunnies
leaving chocolate,
With our best wishes for a happy and blessed Easter,
Andrew and Rhiannon

Advance Notice - Rogation Ride Sunday 21st May.
Join us on horseback, foot, bike or car, finishing with a Rogation Service and
Supper. Contact your vicar or churchwardens for full details, or see the Marloes website for the full timetable. The arrival times at our local churches are:
Walwyns Castle 9:00am, Robeston West 10:50am, St Ishmaels 11:45am, Dale
12:45pm for lunch, Marloes 2:15pm, St Brides 3:30pm, Talbenny 4:30pm and
Redlands Farm 5:00pm for the Rogation service and supper.

St Ishmaels Church News
We are open for services again! Alleluia!
Tree & Sons, our contractors, have handed back our Church to us having completed their
contract. There are still some landscaping repairs to do but it is too wet to complete these
just yet.
Now that we are waterproof we will need to allow the building to settle and dry out before
we start on Phase 2, the interior decoration, hopefully at the end of 2017.
We will have held a PCC meeting on 27th March and will be announcing our programme of
events for the year in the May PP. Our Vestry meeting this year will be in Church at 2.00pm
on April 10th.
We look forward to seeing you at Marloes Village Hall for our Charity Concert on the 8th
April.
PS We still have a quantity of Elm branches for sale up to 6” in diameter and some used
tarpaulins 7m x 7m. Contact Richard on 646802.

Mothers' Union.
Religion and science are not thought to be good bedfellows…...as evidenced by Richard Dawkin’s strong proclamations to that effect! So it was with interest we gathered to listen to Rev Don Macgregor talking on “God and Consciousness”, a look at
how religion and science can cohabit very well indeed. Don outlined his own background, and journey to Christianity, which was driven by a need to know “How does
that work?”. Having arrived at a destination he was happy with, Don was drawn to
consider how the message is being transmitted today, and the mediums being used by
the church. Don suggested in today’s world there is a need to reflect today, not constantly to re-present to the past so as to connect with the younger members of our
society. The message needs to use mediums they can relate to
continued on next page

in order for them to connect. Food for thought for us all who are looking for ways to
encourage people to listen to the message of Christ and then possibly to consider darkening the door of a church!
In April we are moving on to a different means by which to express our hopes and fears,
Gill Sayers will be giving us examples of Crosses for Prayers. This all goes to illustrate
Don’s argument that there have to be many mediums used to spread the Good News of
the Gospel. Marina and Barbara are on tea duty and Heather will be leading the evening.
Mothers’ Union is a non-denominational group and welcomes all, and despite the name
you do not have to be a mother or even a female! If you feel like popping in to see how
we operate please do. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Marloes Village
Hall at 7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.

Rosey Cale
will be performing at

Li le Haven Village
Hall on
Saturday 8th April

at

7.30pm
Tickets £7
Tickets available from 781439 /
781164
Bring your own glasses, drink
and nibbles
Proceeds to Walton West Church

The Peninsular Songsters and J J & the Barn ‘Owlers
Present a Charity Concert for all musical tastes at Marloes Village Hall

In aid of St Ishmael’s Church
April 8th @ 7.00pm
£4.00 adults £2.00 minors payable at the door
Refreshments & Raffle

A good Friday?
Once children know the story, they o>en wonder why we call Good Friday
‘good’. A>er all there is no good in the murder of an innocent man at the hands of
a corrupt state. There is no good in someone being abandoned by his friends at
the Ame he needs them most. There is no good in a man being jeered at while he
is made to suﬀer long hours of deliberate pain. So why call it ‘good’.
One answer is that it was once called ‘God’s Friday’ and that the ‘Good’ is just
a mishearing of that. Another is that it is good because of what happened next.
Good because it is not the end of the story and because of what ChrisAans believe
this death has achieved.
Perhaps the name is a challenge to another way of seeing and thinking. It is
nothing but good that a person should die to save their friends. It is nothing but
good that life should come out of pain and despair. It is nothing but good that God
has proved his love for us, even in the face of all we do to reject him.

News from the Committee
The Coronation Hall Committee of Management is very please to be able to inform local residents that the problems associated with the renovation of the Hall
are now all behind us. We recently acheived a satisfactory outcome of the remaining issue and our finances are now healthy again. Very many thanks to all
residents who have been behind us, supporting us in so many different ways.
We owe particular thanks to Andrew Burr, the barrister from London, who gave us
great advice throughout and came to Dale to lead us in the Mediation process, all
on a pro bono basis. He would now like to become an Honorary Frog!
Many thanks, also, to those of you who filled in our questionnaire last September.
We haven’t ignored your responses! Our priorities are - as a first step we are
going to make sure we have enough equipment in the kitchen to cater for large
parties and also buy 12 new sturdy “card tables”. In the longer term we are hoping to raise enough money to install blinds over the roof lights so slides, films etc.
can be shown on summer evenings. These are expensive so we are exploring
whether we can obtain a grant towards the cost, which would match what we are
able to raise ourselves.
In the near future we will be advertising a public meeting, which we would encourage all Dale residents to attend, to discuss the proposal for the Hall to become a
Charitable Incorporated Organisation.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under consideration at the March
meeting included the following:Highway Matters - Clerk to discuss outstanding issues with Cllr. Owens, and in addition ask if it would be possible to extend the
30mph limit to beyond Stembridge Cottage.
Agreed this would let visitors know they are
approaching a settlement, and hopefully slow
traffic. Cllr. Smithies had noted that highways
had been undertaking ditch clearance followed by the road sweeper recently which
should improve the road network locally.
Planning Matters – Cllrs Smithies and Cllr.
Jessop had attended the site meeting at
Square Farm, although not allowed to address
the National Park Committee members. The
Council would also not be allowed to address
the Development Committee next week, as
they had previously spoken to object to the
application for a larger building than that approved in 2012. Agreed that comments
would be passed to County Cllr. Owens as he
sits on the committee, and can speak on this
matter. Planning consents have been issued in
respect of roof lights at Cranford, St. Brides
and for the tractor shed and new window on
Skomer Island. Since the meeting, application
NP/17/0161/FUL has been received to demolish existing detached garage and replacement
with new detached garage and studio at The
Green (Thatched Cottage), Marloes – to be
considered at the next meeting.
Financial Matters – Payments of £57 to
One Voice Wales (Local Council Association),
and of £500 to the Clerk, Mrs Y. Evans for her
salary for the financial year 2016/17 were
approved. Notification of the Audit procedure for 201617/18 have been received. The
Council reviewed the Risk Assessment for the
coming year, and the Chairman, Cllr. Burnett
will prepare the revised document and forward to the Clerk. Clerk to ask the Internal
Auditor from last year if she will be willing to
undertake the work for the next financial year
– a letter of engagement has to be sent, and

Community Councils
her appointment confirmed at a future meeting.
Community Council/County Council
Elections – Thursday 4th May. Clerk had
received application packs for any present
Councillors if they wished to stand again. All
applications will need to be returned by 4pm
on the 4th April. The following dates also apply:13th April – deadline for applications to go on
the electoral register to vote on the 4th May.
18th April – deadline for new postal vote applications.
25th April – deadline for receiving proxy vote
applications.
See www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/elections for
further information. Contact details for Electoral Registration are by e-mail electoralservices@pembrokeshire.gov.uk and by
telephone – 01437 775714/5. Address is electoral Services, 1 Cherry Grove, Haverfordwest, Pembs. SA61 2NZ
Skomer Island – Advance notice for permanent residents of Marloes & St.
Brides only that the Wildlife Trust of South
and West Wales in partnership with Dale Sailing Company and the community Council will
be making available free visits on three days in
July – see May for further details.
National Trust Car Parking Permits
2017 – see notice elsewhere.
Next Meeting – The next meeting of of the Council will be held on Monday 10th April starting at
7.30pm at the Village Hall, Marloes. Local electors of Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to attend and may address the meeting at the invitation of the Chairman.

Dale

Meeting on 6th March, 2017 - among items
discussed at this meeting:
Valero Pembroke Refinery CHP Project
– report – Mr W James – it was noted that
the Valero refinery in Pembroke are planning
to construct a 45 megawatt CHP unit at the

Community Councils
south west corner of their site – overlooking Angle Bay. The plans for the project are
likely to include a 35 metre stack. This project is a Development of National Importance, the go-ahead for which is to be
decided by the WAG. It was reported that
the formal application will be launched in
April, 2017, after which there will be a six
week consultation period during which
Valero will hold four open meetings (two
north of the Haven and two south) and will
open a website. The community is urged to
take the opportunity of this consultation
period to raise any concerns with Valero.
The Community Council welcomed the
addition of a CHP plant at the refinery
which will help to reduce costs at the site,
preserving its viability and protecting jobs in
the County, but will ensure that the development does not impact unnecessarily on
Dale.
Pontoon / beach issues – it was noted
that the County Council is seeking guidance
as to the cost of their pontoons in the Haven and amount of usage that they receive.
The pontoons (which are operated by the
County Council) will shortly be put in place
for the 2017 season, but that the future is
less certain as the County Council seeks
ways and means to cut the costs of their
non-statutory services. The Community
Council is responding to this enquiry, drawing attention to the heavy usage that our
pontoon receives and seeking clarification
as to the costs etc involved.
Car park issues – the Community Council
has held three meetings with the County
Council car parking officers to discuss the
issues relating to the car park – culminating
in the congestion suffered during some
weekends in August, 2016 and the abuse of
the car park by overnight camping by camper vans, contrary to the regulations. The
County Council has undertaken significant
works at the car park, and have agreed to

arrange increased patrols to enforce the car
park regulations, prevent picnics and enforce considerate parking. They have undertaken to discuss the possibility of establishing a trailer park where boat trailers can be
safely left. The County Council has asked
that organisers of local events that might
impact on car parking should contact the
County Council – 01437 775414 email
parking@pembrokeshire.gov.uk – to discuss
possible solutions and the possibility of
parking support from the County Council.
Clerk – retirement – it was noted that
the Clerk will retire at the next AGM – at
the end of May, 2017. The Community
Council is inviting applications from residents to take over this job. Anyone seeking
additional information or offering themselves for this role are urged to contact the
Clerk (636 668) or any Community Councillor.
Community Council – election – 4th
May, 2017 – it was noted that nomination
papers must be handed in to County Hall by
1600hrs on 4th April, 2017. Nomination
papers can be collected from the County
Council electoral services department –
01437 775714 email electoralservices@pembrokeshire.gov.uk .
Planning – land adjacent to the Vicarage NP/16/0568/FUL – no objection was raised
and outline planning permission has been
granted. The Old Post, Castle Way –
NP/17/0003/LBA – the Community Council
has raised some concerns with PCNPA as
to the direction in which PCNPA policies
have moved in this and other recent developments. PCNPA have agreed to attend a
meeting of the Community Council to discuss the concerns.
The next meetings of Dale Community Council
is scheduled to take place at the Jubilee Suite,
Dale on 24th April, 2017 starting at 1900hrs.
Residents are encouraged to attend and, with
continued on next page

Community Councils
the permission of the Chairman may address
the meeting.

St Ishmaels
Recently discussed items include:
County Councillor County Councillor
Reg Owens attended the recent community
council meeting and discussed various concerns relating to the village which included
excessive mud on road, affordable housing,
Memorial Hall, maintenance to village roads,
dog fouling and the ongoing plan for a defibrillator for the village.
Jubilee Gardens & Playpark Maintenance repairs to the playpark by Messrs.
Jamie Gainfort and Dan Jones have now
been completed. The park has now reopened.
Memorial Hall Fire extinguishers to be
serviced at a cost of £70.00. It is hoped to
arrange a meeting with the Hall Committee
and Trustees in the near future to finally
decide plans for the Hall.

Town & Community Council Elections
Copies of Notice of Election for Town &
Community Council and County Council
elections posted on village noticeboards.
Nomination papers have been distributed to
existing councillors. Anyone wishing for
nomination papers please contact Electoral
Services Manager, Pembs. County Council
directly.
Highways Clerk walked Lindsway Rd.,
with representatives from Pembs. County
Council to try and resolve the issue of
flooding. Awaiting the result of survey. The
square on Lindsway Villas has also been reported as being hazardous and in need of
maintenance. County Councillor Reg Owens will follow up. There have been reports
of dog fouling in Stewart’s Lane. Clerk to
order new posters from Keep Britain Tidy.
The date of the next meeting has yet to be confirmed. Notices will be posted on Noticeboards.
Members of the community are welcome to
attend. Clerk to the Council :- Lynda Thomas
Tel: 01646 636 298.

NOTICE OF VACANCY.
Dale Community Council is seeking a new Clerk to replace Hugh Bishop, who
will retire from the position of Clerk to Dale Community Council at the Annual
General Meeting of Dale Community Council in May, 2017.
The role, which is currently unpaid, involves:
•
Arranging meetings of Dale Community Council and its sub-committees.
•
Preparing Agendas and Minutes of all meetings.
•
Following up on and communicating decisions of the Community Council.
•
Attending to correspondence for the Community Council as required.
•
As Responsible Financial Officer, managing and reporting the financial affairs
of the Community Council
•
Managing the Community Council area of the Dale village website.
•
Liaising with other village organisations as required.
Applications are invited from residents who should contact Hugh Bishop at 01646
636 668 or at bishophc@btinternet.com or any Community Councillor.
Hugh Bishop, Clerk to Dale Community Council
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0900 onwards, Dale Fort Field Centre Marine Symposium
1930 DADS “The Pantobury Tales”, Dale Coronation Hall
1400 Boccia, Marloes Village Hall
1930 Coastlands History Group AGM followed by “The Battle of the Atlantic” a
talk by John Evans, Coronation Hall, Dale
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1800 Coastlands PTA Easter Bingo, St Ishmaels S&S Club
1930 St James, Walwyns Castle, Spring Concert with Neyland Ladies Choir plus
Carys George and friends
1400 Dale Fort Wildlife Watch - moths and butterflies
1930 Musical concert in aid of St Ishmaels Church at Marloes Village Hall
(JJ and the Barn ‘owlers & the Peninsular Songsters')
1930 Rosey Cale performing at Little Haven Village Hall in aid of Walton West
Church
1400 Boccia, Marloes Village Hall
1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Village Hall, Marloes
1930 “Crosses for Prayers” with Gill Sayers, Marloes Village Hall
Easter Day - see opposite for services
1400 Boccia, Marloes Village Hall
1930 “The sinking of The Albion”, Chris Jessop, Marloes Village Hall
2100 Stargazing at St Brides, a PCNPA event, see article
1400 Boccia, Marloes Village Hall
1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1930 Dale Community Forum, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1900 Barn Dance at St Ishmaels S&S Club in aid of Parkinsons’s.
1500 - 1730 Cream Teas in aid of St James Dale, Coronation Hall, Dale

Don’t forget -

DADS Pantobury Tales on 30th and 31st March and 1st
April, Dale Coronation Hall.

Tickets at The Brook, Marloes Shop or Anne Meeke 636716

It is the responsibility of each organisation
to inform the editor of events for inclusion
in the diary
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St Patrick’s Day at the Lobster Pot
I would like to thank everyone who helped make St Patricks day in the Lobster pot such a
good night.
Thank you to Sophie & Ashley for hosting us in the Lobster pot.
Thank you to Shanty le Hara for supporting and adding to the music,
Thank you to our honorary Irishman - Mr Robin Black for making the whole thing happen,
Thank you to JJ and the Barn 'owlers for their music and all the effort they put in getting
ready,
and finally thank you to all of you who donated prizes, turned up and sang so wonderfully.
We raised £236 on the night and received £1050 in donations, one very generous, anonymous, benefactor gave us a cheque for £1000.
All in all a very successful and very enjoyable night.
Mark Burton - Marloes Recreation Area

National Trust Car Parking Permits 2017
In conjunction with Marloes & St. Brides Community Council, the National Trust will be
allowing permanent residents of Marloes & St. Brides only, to use parking permits in both
the Marloes Sands and Martins Haven Car Parks. It would be expected that these residents will be on the current electoral register. For this year, existing permit holders can
use their 2016 permits to access parking by presenting the card to the car park attendants. Any permanent resident who does not hold a card, or has mislaid their 2016 card
can apply to the Clerk to the Council (636251) who will hold registration forms to be
completed, and then submitted to the National Trust who will issue the permit. Members of the National Trust are able to park with their own membership card, and anyone
wishing to join the National Trust, can join on the day.

Coastlands Local History Group
We had no meeting in March so this piece will concentrate on what is to come in
April. When we spoil you by having 2 talks…...some might say making up for lost time!
We start with the deadly dull AGM, but would urge you to struggle through it for the
reward of a talk by John Evans on The Battle of the Atlantic. There are connections
with this area and the Battle of the Atlantic as you will hear when you come on the
3rd April. Later in the month we are hosting Chris Jessop for an illustrated talk in
Marloes. Chris is using the 180th anniversary of the sinking of The Albion, which falls
on 18th April to retell the tale in Marloes Village Hall.
If any of you would like to be more involved with the History Group please do make
yourself known. It is imperative we manage to maintain a core of volunteers to man
The Old Stables Heritage Centre and to help with projects as they come along. Please
do not be shy! You may be just who we are needing…...and surprise yourself that WE
are just what YOU need!
The Old Stables Heritage Centre is open on Thursday 10-12 as stated in the separate
advert. The exhibition season will start in May, with our opening exhibition looking at
“The History of the Area in 100 objects” If you have any artefacts or items you think
might be of interest for this exhibition please be in touch.
For more details please contact Yvonne 636251.

Dale Community Forum
General Management Committee Meeting
Tuesday 25th April 2017
7.30 pm in the Coronation Hall (Jubilee Room)

Field Studies Council in Pembrokeshire

5th Marine Research Symposium
Saturday 1st April 2017 (9am – 8pm) Dale Fort Field Centre
The Symposium is open to anyone - from students or HE staff currently working in marine research, to conservationists and rangers and to interested naturalists or members
of the public who want to find out more about the marine environment.
The Symposium attendance costs £10, which includes light refreshments and a buffet
lunch – advance booking essential. There is a full programme of talks and a rocky shore
BioBlitz in the late afternoon.
To book a symposium place or accommodation, email
enquiries.pb@field-studies-council.org or ring 01646 636205
Editor’s note: This is a great value day and locals are very welcome.

8-year old Rebecca Llewellin has recently won a “WWF-UK The Future We Want”
competition with her poem. She won £500 for the school and Rebecca and her
mother attended a Parliamentary reception in Westminster where Rebecca received a bag of goodies for herself. Here is the poem:
The Song of the Earth
Water is dripping, drowning the icebergs,
Factories hum, fumes filling the air.
Chainsaws scream - slicing astonishing trees.
The glaring sun is blazing: fires crackle and burn.
Is this the world we want The future of today?
Our planet is in danger Is there no other way?
Recycle all the waste you can,
Use less of all our goods,
Walk or cycle - leave the car,
Protect our precious woods.
We only have one planet,
Lets' treat it as we should.
Let's treat it as we should If only we all could.....
By Rebecca Llewellin (8yrs old). Coastlands School

Billy Bevan would like to thank all relatives, friends and neighbours for
the sympathy and kindness shown in his recent bereavement. He is particularly touched by the generosity of those who gave donations in Vinney's
memory which have raised £737. This money will be used to help both St
James Church Roof Fund and the upkeep of The Cemetery.
Did you know that there is a “Library at Home” service for
people who have limited mobility - contact the Library
Service on 01437 776126 for more information.

Don’t forget there is a Police
surgery at St Ishmaels Garden
Centre every 3rd Thursday of the
month from 12-1pm

NEW FOOTPATH AT CASTLE BEACH
Over the last few months, I have been working alongside the Friends of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park (FPCNP) to create a new footpath leading up from
Castle Beach, Dale. The path travels from the coast path up beautiful woodland to
link up with an existing public right of way over the field. Combined this route
makes an excellent circuit from
Dale car park lasting about an
hour. The walk will take you
along the road to Dale Fort,
along the coast to the secluded
Castle Beach with its ancient
lime kiln remains. From then on
the new path begins directly behind the beach. This is a permissive path created with kind permission from the Ryder Family of
Dale Castle Estate. Without the
help of James Ryder the path
would still be a tangled mass of
vegetation. His initial efforts to
clear the path were invaluable.
The walk travels all the way up the wood weaving its way between tall trees, over
a restored mine cart bridge and up a steep flight of steps where it joins the public
right of way over the field. It is then just a short walk over the fields to rejoin the
road to Dale Fort.
The woodland is suddenly starting to bloom into life as new buds appear on the
trees, and it won’t be long till the bluebells start showing their colors. This walk is
definitely one to check out if you’re in the area. Please let me know what you think
and if there are any issues, then you can contact me on 07866 771123 or
danw@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk.
See you around
Daniel Wynn, PCNPA Area Ranger

BOCCIA
FUN AFTERNOON SESSIONS IN MARLOES VILLAGE HALL
2 – 4 P.M. MONDAYS
A new group has been formed in Marloes Village Hall. Suitable for all ages
and abiliAes, it can also be played siHng down, with the opAon of rolling
the ball down a ramp. We usually have 2 teams of players chosen on the
day.
Turn up and try out this game which is a cross between bowls & pétanque.
Contact: 01646 636274

Coastlands School PTA
Easter Bingo
Thursday 6th April 2017
St Ishmaels Sports Club
Doors open 6pm Eyes down
6.30pm
A fun evening with great prizes,
all welcome!

ANYONE INTERESTED IN
EARNING SOME EXTRA HOLIDAY MONEY IN EARLY
JUNE BY DELIVERING YELLOW PAGES?
HOURS TO SUIT OVER THE
WEEK.
ROUTES TO COVER HAVERFORDWEST TO PEMBROKE
AND DOWN TO KILGETTY….
IF YOU FANCY IT OR KNOW
OF ANYONE ELSE WHO
WOULD, GIVE JAN A RING
ON 01646 635811

DALE WI.
When you next go to a concert, watch a film or listen to some music, spare a though
for the conductor! Mike Cottam gave us a fascinating insight into the complexities of the
job. Anyone who thinks it is just a matter of waving your arms around should think
again….it is much, much more! A quick run through a variety of music from classical,
musicals and film music gave a very brief insight into the many different aspects required
of a conductor during the playing of a piece.....not least the need to be FIT! A truly stimulating evening. I am afraid the second talk in March from a representative of HOPE, the
charity, happens after the PP deadline so will have to wait for another time.
As you wandered through the clouds of daffodils that grace our communities, you may
have come across the bulbs planted by Dale WI last year in the late autumn which have
blossomed beautifully...even in sites we were warned might not be successful. We hope
they have given pleasure and improved the local environment.
On the county front we entered 2 teams for the PFWI quiz, who acquitted themselves
well whilst enjoying the evening. The PFWI is running a full programme of crafts, talks,
workshops for members this month. The resolution which attracted most votes in Pembrokeshire was “Plastic Soup: keep microplastic fibres out of our oceans”. We will have
to see whether this is successful at the NFWI AGM in June. You may have read in the
press of the difficulties facing Denman College, the WI training college. It is a venue
open to all, although preference is given to WI members. If there is a subject, craft or
interest you would like to look at, either for a taster or to improve your talent, it may
well be covered by a 2-3 day course at Denman. Just ask a WI member, and if Denman
has a course and we can organise you attending. It is even open as to MEN!
If any of this appeals to you come to our next meeting which is on Tuesday 4th April
2017 in The Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall at 7.30pm.
For more information about Dale WI contact Mary Lewis (636430) or Ann Barkworth
(636873)

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
****EVERY THURSDAY***
10 am - 12 noon.
ALL WELCOME
If you wish to visit The Heritage
Centre any other time please contact
Margaret on 636295.

STARGAZING AT ST BRIDES
Astronomy can be a daunting task; after all there is a whole universe out there to
explore! On the 22nd April the PCNPA will be teaming up with Preseli Astronomy
Group to host a stargazing evening at St Brides Haven. Enjoy the night sky like
you’ve never seen it before as our experts use professional telescopes to show
you distant stars, planets, constellations and comets. Expert astronomers will be
on hand to give you advice on anything night sky related.
April is an exciting month in the star calendar as we will bear witness to the Lyrids
Meteor shower. The Lyrids shower is one of the oldest known meteor showers
and peaks at about 20 meteors/hour. The shower will peak on the 22nd April so
this is a truly unique opportunity to meet the expert, learn about the night sky and
witness a true celestial showstopper.
Hot drinks will be available. Bring torches (preferably with red film cover), binoculars and/or telescopes if you have them. Please wrap up warm and bring sturdy
footwear.
The event starts at 2100 and finishes at 2300 on the 22nd April. Actual observation is dependent on weather conditions. In the event of poor weather, the event
will be cancelled on the morning of the 22nd.
For further information contact Daniel Wynn on 07866 771123 or
danw@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk. Advanced booking is essential. Details are on
the link below. To book phone 01437 720392. More details at: http://
www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk/default.asp?PID=417&EO=1515#evinfo
FREE TO A GOOD HOME
5 Insulation Sheets used on a Hot Water Tank phone 636251 for details

Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Please let me have any comments or amendments to this list.
Group
Usual day/time Where
Contact
1st & 3rd Tues
Dale WI
7:30
Jub, Dale Ann Barkworth 636873
Peninsula Songsters
Tues 7:30
MV Hall
Emma Halls 636932
Gentle Exercise Class
Thurs 4:00
MV Hall
Glenys Cullen 636257
Welcome Club (Over
60s)
Wed pm
MV Hall
Vi Parsons 636380
Mothers Union
2nd Tues
MV Hall
Bridget Lister 636274
Coastlands History Grp
See Diary
Various
Harriet Bishop 636668
Table Tennis
Thurs evenings
DC Hall
Anne Meeke 636716
Bowls
Tues evenings
DC Hall
Cath Gandee 636492
Coronation Hall
Mon evenings –
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
Film Club
see Diary
DC Hall
636463
Little Nippers
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
School
Alison Thomas 693838
Quilting Group
Mon 2:00 - 4:30
Jub, Dale Carol Cawley 636447

Woodcock
Sitting in the conservatory one evening a few days ago
we noticed a bird fly rapidly through the garden from the
trees behind us and dive down into the field at the foot
of the garden. It was almost dark but we were both sure
that it was a Woodcock. Once you are familiar with
them they are a very distinctive shape.
We had never seen a Woodcock at Orlandon Kilns before but it is likely that they are
all around us in the winter They come to Britain in huge numbers to spend the winter
with us – by day in damp woodlands and by night feeding and roosting out on grassy
fields. They are common but rarely seen – apart from anything else they are very cryptically coloured and when crouched on a woodland floor amongst dead leaves they are
almost impossible to see. The only people who see them regularly are those hardy souls
who search for them in the fields in winter at night with a spotlight in order to ring
them. Apparently there can sometimes be up to 10 Woodcock in one field. From these
ringed birds we know that our winter Woodcock go back to Eastern Europe, and particularly Russia, to breed – most of the ringing recoveries are from birds shot there in the
following autumn.
Woodcock do not breed in Pembrokeshire, and only breed sparsely in Wales, despite
there being plenty of their favoured wet woodland. It seems that we are on the edge of
their natural range – they are really a bird of the continental taiga. However, they do
breed in suitable spots in northern England and Scotland, and also in the New Forest and
surrounding areas. When we lived in West Berkshire we took part in a Woodcock survey. This involved standing, at dusk, in a suitable glade or crossing of rides, in the middle
of a wood and counting the “roding” Woodcock. “Roding” is the unique display of male
Woodcock – they fly with stiff wings along rides and over open areas and make the
strangest of calls – a couple of very low frog-like grunts followed by a very high-pitched
squeak. We managed to find a few Woodcock at each site which was most gratifying.
So how do you see a Woodcock? Not easily. Although they are technically a wader there is no point
looking for them on mudflats – these large, squat,
somewhat ungainly birds are strictly land-based and
very secretive. (They should not be confused with
Snipe, their close relatives, which are smaller, often
lurk at the edges of water and occasionally allow
themselves to be seen!) The best chance is to find a
roding bird in May in the New Forest, or perhaps go out walking across the fields on a
dark winter’s night with a spotlight! Or you could get your gun out and go on a Woodcock shoot - according to Google there is at least one location in Pembrokeshire where
you can do this.
Rosemary Royle

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE

MAY ISSUE IS
Friday 21st April 2017
This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something?

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.
Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or
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ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am
(check locally for actual times)
BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: April 7th and
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