Peninsula Papers
Information and news for the communities of St Ishmaels, Hasguard, Robeston West,
Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Brides and Marloes.
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A happy
Christmas and
New Year to all
our readers

Papurau Penrhyn
Gwybodaeth a newyddion am gymunedau St Ishmael’s, Hasguard, Robeston West,
Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Bride’s a Marloes.

The Church in Wales Parishes of Dale, St Brides with Marloes,
Hasguard with St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West
Parish Priests:
Priests Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@btinternet.com
Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson 01646 636966
Postal Address: The Vicarage, 172 Castle Way, Dale, Haverfordwest, SA62 3RN
Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452 gaynorford2846@btinternet.com
Church Wardens
Dale:
Peter Morgan 636625 Harriet Bishop 636668
St Brides: Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242
Marloes: Yvonne Evans 636251
St Ishmaels: Heather Phippen 636261
Walwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270
Robeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693, Geoffrey Harries 01646 692736
Baptist Chapels: Moriah - Marloes Paul James 01646 636241
Aenon - Sandy Hill Pastor: Jon Brewer 01646 279343
sandyhillchapel@gmail.com

LOCAL SERVICES
SHOPS:
Marloes Village Store and Post Office 01646 636968
Open: Monday 9-1, Tuesday to Saturday 9 - 2, and Sunday 9-12:30

MOBILE LIBRARY:
The Mobile Library service is currently suspended but may be restarting shortly
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am Dale - Blue Anchor
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am Marloes - Toilets - 12.15 am to 12.45 am

Contact 01437 776126 or 07774 230200 (van)

MOBILE POST OFFICE:
Tuesday: St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00 Dale 15:15—16:15
Thursday: St Ishmaels 13:00—14:00 Dale 14:15—15:15

FOR HIRE
THE CORONATION HALL AND JUBILEE
SUITE DALE

BOOKINGS: WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721
EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE:
Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896
719409
mvhbookings@hotmail.com
St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club:
Sports Club: 01646 636444 or
Claire Sheil 07768 968016
Walwyns Castle Village Hall:
Jean Rees 01437 929813

Dear All,
all.

A very merry, if different, Christmas and a better new year to us

My favourite book as I was growing up begins with sisters
complaining to each other that Christmas will not be Christmas this year.
The book is Little Women and the March sisters are lamenting because
war has meant that they can not have their usual treats and presents.
Well, it is not a war this time, except war against a pandemic, but, as I
write this, it seems unlikely that Christmas will feel like Christmas for
many of us this year.
The jokes are already doing the rounds. This year the wise
men decide to bring flour, pasta and toilet roll as their rich and strange
gifts. Another says that Mary is having to shield, the shepherds are furloughed, the wise men have a travel ban and there was so much room at the
inn that the innkeeper went out of business. Another says that Santa’s
risk assessment is telling him that with the number of reindeer he is
breaking the rule of six and advises Rudolph that with that red nose he
should be taking a test and self-isolating.
Behind the jokes, though, is the fact that Christmas means a
lot to us. Doing things the way we do them gives us a sense of continuity
over the years and the generations, speaks to us of our roots and our connections, brings us together as families and societies as well as stimulating
business in the dull season of the year.
But one thing 2020 has shown us is that we can learn new ways
of doing things, new ways of being. So we will find new ways of celebrating,
maybe create some new traditions, learn as the March girls did that
Christmas is more than we had packaged it to be.
Remember at the heart of it all is a story of heaven meeting
earth, not in a moment when everything was right and everybody was good
but in a dangerous birthing to a shelter-less couple in the middle of a
national upheaval. That is the moment of God with us in Jesus Christ,
With our warmest good wishes and blessings for this Christmas
and a healthier 2021.
Rhiannon, Andrew and Gaynor

Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale

St. Brides & St. Peter’s Churches -December 2020 & January 2020
Church Services – Please see the entry by the Rev. Gaynor Ford elsewhere in the newsletter.
Remembrance – A service was held at the War Memorial on Sunday 8th November led
by the Rev. Gaynor Ford. Mr. Malcolm Cullen relaid the wreath in memory of those
members of 304 Polish Squadron who lost their lives flying out of RAF Dale.
Wreaths were laid by Cllr. Peter Smithies on behalf of of the Community Council; by
Yvonne Evans on behalf of the Church Council of St. Bridget with St. Peter’s Marloes,
and by Emily Beal on behalf of Coastlands C. P. School.
In addition this year, to mark the 75th Anniversaries of VE & VJ Days a memorial display of poppies together with the names of those lost were displayed by the Clock
Tower. Mrs. Marina Titley kindly embroidered all the panels.
Notice Board, St. Peter’s, Marloes - The small board to the left of the single church
gate is no longer fit for the purpose of advising when the next service or event will be
held. Is there a volunteer in the Community that could replace this board to a similar
size? Please contact the Warden, Yvonne Evans if you can help.
Christmas - Apologies, that this year we cannot hold the services that we would like,
and that in between services we are still required to lock our churches. In particular,
we are sorry not to be holding the Crib Service. To mark Christmas in Marloes the
Church lights will be left on overnight from Christmas Eve into Christmas Day, and on
New Years Eve into Friday 1st January 2021.

We Will Remember Them: World War 2
This volume is the sequel to the book about World War 1 and covers the experiences of people from the County of Pembrokeshire who served and those who
fell.
There are letters and photographs and details of the
important role played by the Dale Peninsula. Those
who fell are listed, along with the circumstances and
where they are buried.
The book is the result of collaboration between pupils
of Milford Haven Secondary School, Milford Haven
British Legion and the Steve John War Memorial
website.
Available for £30 from Marloes Shop, St. Ishmaels
Garden Centre and from Anthony Williams at
Skerryback 01646 636598.
Profits will be divided between The Poppy Fund and
Milford Haven Secondary School.

Santa’s Christmas Prayer
by Warren D. Jennings
The sleigh was packed,
the reindeer were fed,
But Santa still knelt
by the side of the bed.
“Dear Father,” he prayed
“Be with me tonight.
There’s much work to do
and my schedule is tight.
I must jump in my sleigh
and streak through the sky,
Knowing full well
that a reindeer can’t fly.
I will visit each household
before the first light,
I’ll cover the world
and all in one night.
With sleighbells a-ringing,
I’ll land on each roof,
Amid the soft clatter
of each little hoof.

To get in the house
is the difficult part,
So I’ll slide down the chimney
of each little heart.
My sack will hold toys
to grant all their wishes.
The supply will be endless
like the loaves and the fishes.
I will fill all the stockings
and not leave a track.
I’ll eat every cookie
that’s left for my snack.
I can do all these things Lord,
only through You,
I just need your blessing,
then it’s easy to do.
All this is to honor
the birth of the One,
That was sent to redeem us,
Your most Holy Son.
So to all of my friends,
lest Your glory I rob,
Please Lord, remind them,
who gave me this job.”

ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUES – FREE TO A GOOD HOME

Legitimately obtained, original Marloes Village Hall windows:
rot meant only the toplights could be salvaged.
Proposed project never materialised, so going begging.
Both approx 42” W x 23” H
N.B. a donation to the Hall would be appreciated.
Chris Jessop 01646 636789

CONTINUING TO WORK TOGETHER TO SUPPORT MARLOES &
ST BRIDES DURING COVID-19
Our local residents support group of more than 20 volunteers that was
formed to support the community is still active and ready to help during the
winter months. We are your local neighbours and not a professional body.
We can offer help within reason. If you need medical advice use the NHS
advice line by calling 111 or in an emergency dial 999.
If you would like to speak to us, or want to ask for help please text,
WhatsApp or ring Gina Smithies 07887527152 or ring 01646636269, ring
Yvonne Evans (Clerk to the Community Council) 01646636251 or Peter &
Rosemary Royle 01646636970 and let’s see how we can help?
HOW CAN WE HELP?
Arranging deliveries; pick up shopping & medications; a friendly phone call;
posting mail; urgent supplies, helping topping up domestic fuel.

See Marloes.org.uk for more information.

Marloes & St
Brides 50 Club
Quarter 3 2020
First prize £110:
Rachel Owen
Second Prizes
£50: Steve Powell, Lorraine
Griffiths, Linda
Owen
Third Prizes £30:
Nigel Ford, John
Walmsley, Bobby Morgan

Thanks to Sally
Hart, of 11
Lindsway Villas,
St Ishmaels for
her kind donation
to Peninsula
Papers.

There are a number of very plausible SCAMS doing the
rounds at the moment. They involve:
1)
Selling cheap multi-vitamins, in order to get your bank
details and sign you up to expensive schemes (or
worse)
2)
Emails pretending to be from the Royal Mail (or other
parcel delivery firm). They ask you pay a small amount
of money to re-arrange delivery. The are actually after
your bank details. Do not supply them!
3)
Phone calls purporting to be from the police and warning you of fraud on your bank card. They are trying to
obtain your personal information and PIN. They may
offer to pick up the “fraudulent” card from you.
For more information go the Marloes Website
www.marloes.org.uk and click on the link on the front page.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under discussion at the October &
November meetings included the following:Community Works Grant – Speed warning sign - At the October meeting, the Council confirmed the details of the sign to be
purchased via the County Council. The sign
will be erected by the County Council and
will then be the property of the Community
Council. After a site meeting, it was agreed
with Clare Williams, PCC, Traffic & Road
Safety Engineering Officer that the best location would be alongside the Play area. The
contribution by the Community Council will
be £508.
Dog Fouling – Several of the Councillors
commented that problems are occurring
both within the village, and also on the footpath to Marloes Sands. The Council will investigate if it would be possible to have another litter bin at the top of the Sandy Lane.
At the November meeting, it was noted that
the County Council may not be prepared to
empty another bin, as the Car Park bins
were close. Problem to be discussed with
the National Trust.
Marloes Sands Car Park – Problems had
arisen with no car park attendant being present this year. Cars were parking illegally in
the disability bays, and in those designated
for electric charging. Only one pay machine
was in operation for much of the summer. It
was agreed that the Clerk write to Mark
Underhill, National Trust expressing their
concerns about the operation of the car park
and asking to be involved in future discussions. The project aimed to improve the
Visitor Experience, and the community also
benefits from a well-run facility. The car park
attendants can help with many issues including that of dog fouling.
Annual Donations – The October meeting
approved the following payments:
Marloes Village Hall - £570; Burial Grounds £40 each; Peninsula Papers - £50; Samaritans

Community Councils
- £20; Paul Sartori - £10, and the Royal British Legion - £30. The latter payment covers
the wreath laid on behalf of the Community.
Coronavirus Emergency – See notice
elsewhere with regard to Community support. It was noted that the latest all-Wales
lock down ended on the 8th November, with
England on lock down until the 2nd December. It was agreed that all residents need to
remain alert, as there are many more identified cases in Pembrokeshire over recent
weeks. The County Council send out press
releases every week to Community Council
clerks. Information relevant to this area is
passed on to Mrs. Royle to be included on
the community website.
Audit 2019/2020 – The Council was advised that the Notice to Electors was placed
on-line on the 9th November, and will be
displayed on the Hall Notice Board on the
10th November.
Bank Statement – The meeting was advised that on the 28th September there was
£4,944.99p in the current account. (The
next precept payment of £966 will be due in
mid-December.)
Clock Tower - The electricity is now supplied by British Gas instead of Ebico, and
they include a standing charge. Cllr. Jessop
to investigate another supplier. It was noted
that during November the lights will have a
red filter, and that a poppy memorial to
those who were lost in the 2nd World War
will be in place. The Council will be switching on the Christmas lights in mid-December,
and will consider adding to the display this
year – a sum of up to £100 was agreed. It
was noted that many of the usual Christmas
events will probably not take place this year
– extra external decorations in the community would help brighten the village. Local
residents/holiday homes are welcome to add
to the festive display.
Frankies Lane – Since the meeting, Mr.
Cullen has advised that National Park officers

have worked hard to improve the surface of
the Lane. He has sent a note of thanks to
Mr. Lees but is hopeful that a further section
may also be completed on the lower end of
the Lane – opposite the Clock Tower. The
surface of the path around the Tower is
much improved this year.
Highways – County Council highways have
been asked to fill the pothole near the Village Hall, and also to remedy the longstanding pothole below Gaylane Terrace. It
was agreed that Cllr. Jessop would photograph these two potholes, plus one in Castle
Rag for the Clerk to report again. Cllr.
Kimpton will photograph a similar problem
near Lower Hoaten, and send onto the
Clerk.

Community Councils
Next Meetings - The next meetings are
scheduled for Monday 14th December 2020
and Monday 11h January 2021, commencing
at 7.30pm in Marloes Village Hall. These
arrangements are subject to there being no
change in the Coronavirus regulations.
Please see notices displayed nearer to the
time. Community residents of Marloes & St.
Brides are very welcome to attend, and may
speak at the invitation of the Chairman.
See www.marloes.org.uk for further Community information; minutes of the Community Council meetings after they are approved, and also previous copies of Peninsula Papers (excluding adverts)

Dale Full Fibre Broadband Project - Update
The Pembrokeshire CC Broadband team have said that the ‘Dale’ project is
definitely going ahead which is excellent news. They are still keen to encourage
as many people as possible to sign up (you can do it here www.broadwaybroadband.co.uk/order/ ). Remember, signing up for an
‘ultrafast’ fibre connection means that your installation costs will be paid out of
the project’s funds, potentially saving hundreds or perhaps thousands of
pounds.
Broadway Broadband have been working behind the scenes to assemble a
local team to install the service and they’ve also done some work in the Haverfordwest exchange that’s needed to implement the scheme. A detailed update
from Broadway is expected soon.
Some people have asked for clarification about who is eligible and it seems that
almost anyone within the project area will qualify - the test is whether the fibre
service will at least double your current speed. Since the basic product from
Broadway promises 100Mbps, anyone who currently has a connection speed
less than 50Mbps should qualify for the
funding.
Just to remind you, although it’s called the
‘Dale’ project it covers a much larger area have a look at this map for reference – tinyurl.com/daleprojectarea
If you know anyone in the project area who
might be interested, please share the information with them. If you have any questions
or need more information please contact
Kevin Rogers via email - kevin@elegug.co.uk
FOR SALE: Jewson used wooden front door, small window at top. letter box etc.
£25 Tel 01646 636427

PP postal subscriptions
For those of you who receive your magazine in the post - your subscription renewal date will be put back to take into account of the months that you have missed.

A message to Peninsula Papers Advertisers
During the period April - July 2020 PP has not been printed, though there have been two
on-line editions. These editions do not contain adverts.
In order to compensate for this I shall be reducing next years advertising subscription to
reflect the number of missed editions. Editor

CHURCH SERVICES FOR DECEMBER AND JANUARY
Marloes, St Brides and St Ishmaels
December 13th
St Peters Marloes
December 20th
St Ishmaels
Christmas Eve
St Peters Marloes
Christmas Day
St Brides
St Ishmaels
December 27th

9.30am
11.00am
4.00pm
9.30 am
11.00am

January 10th
January 17th
January 24th

9.30am
11.00am
11.00am

St Peters Marloes
St Ishmaels
St Brides

Due to Covid 19 restric8ons numbers are limited in all churches. Please let your
Wardens know if you wish to a:end.
Yvonne Evans (Marloes) 636251 Mary Lewis (St Brides) 636430
Heather Phippen ( St Ishmaels) 636261

Services for Walwyns Castle and Robeston West:
6/12
Communion Wal Cast 11am
13/12
Communion Rob West 11am
20/12
Service of Christmas Readings Wal Cast 11am
24/12
First Communion of Christmas Wal Cast 9.30pm
25/12
Christmas Communion Rob West 10.30am
27/12
No Service
3/1/2021
Communion Wal Cast 11am
10/1/2021
Communion Wal Cast 11am
17/1/2021
Communion Rob West 11am
24/1/2021
Communion Rob West 11am
31/1/2021
Communion Wal Cast 11am
St James Church Dale
There are plans for a Christmas service and Evening
Prayers and as soon as we are sure they can go ahead we will let the community know via posters and social media. The church is also open by appointment for private prayer - please contact Peter Morgan (636625)
Walwyns Castle Village Hall is open and available for hire for activities permitted
under the current Welsh Government guidelines for Community Buildings. All guidelines have been followed and all reasonable measures have been undertaken to minimise exposure to corona virus in a regulated premises.
As per current guidelines , to ensure social distancing , up to a maximum of 12 can
use the hall at any one time. This number excludes children under 11yrs and for activities, the person providing the activity .
For information on and to book the hall , please contact Jean on 01437 929813, or
email wcvh.rosewood@outlook.com.

Dale Amateur Dramatic Society
We couldn't present in November the DADS show postponed from March; we feel
especially sorry for our Youth members and Coastlands School. Young people add
a lot to our productions: their enjoyment, performing on stage in Dale, is so rewarding; and the pupils always make their teachers proud.
Coastlands have asked to be involved in our DADS Winter Project, the creation of a
(ilm about the wreck of the Albion. We are still working out with Mrs Groves
what's possible; not so easy when the children are so musical but there is a singing
ban! At the very least, we hope to include lots of pupils’ artwork.
Wishing everyone “Compliments of the Season”
Chris Jessop & Anne Meeke

COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP (CIO)
As we reflect on 2020 I am not sure any of us in Dec 2019 would have predicted the way
the year actually went! However, we have been making history in the widest terms during
the year and in the coming months and years we may hope to see photos, journals, notes
and reflections from members of our community as to how they spent the year.
One area in which we have been moving forward is the digitising of our archive as part of
he 5 Communities Group. We have completed our second session with the Archivists and
hope we are able to have their input next year.
The Trustees of the group wish all our members and readers of Peninsula Papers
“A Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year”.
"Vantage Point" by Jonathan Aylett
"Early in October I crossed the Front at Dale in the face of a
stiff northerly wind, the tail end of "Storm Alex", to reach
the sea wall facing Townsend Cottages. As a child I recall
that it was on this wall that the Sturley family fishermen,
invariably clad in peaked caps, heavy duty dark blue jerseys
and matching trousers, would sit watching both the movements
of shipping out to sea and passing traffic in and out of Dale.
Opposite the Brig at the other end of the Front and leaning
against the sea wall Artie Reynolds, with his long white beard
and black eye patch, was often to be found gazing seawards.
Although not a man of many words, Artie would always come to
life if the matter of the weather was broached. More often
than not his forecast predictions in relation to that subject
proved to be entirely correct.
For many of us alive today, as for those no longer with us ,
the sea wall at Dale provides a wonderful vantage point from
which to observe what happens in Dale Roads and beyond in the
waters of Milford Haven. And it is rare that there is nothing
to excite interest ."

Dale Seagrass Update
2020 has been a difficult year for all, but we’ve done our best within the Seagrass
Ocean Rescue project to do as much as we can, given the circumstances, to keep the
project on course.
In late February we successfully managed to plant 750000 seeds with great input
from many local people just before the lockdown hit, but weren’t able to dive the
site until late July, and then in more detail in September. We are seeing a lot of mature plants now present in the restoration area which is good to see, and with that
many small animals grazing on them. In many places the clumps are quite dense. In
spite of these signs of growth we’ve unfortunately not had the rapid success we’d
hoped for and germination has been a lot slower than we’d hoped this year, some
patches are performing very poorly, probably due to the winter seed storage. We
are however seeing thousands of mature plants throughout the restoration area and
hope to see more germination happening after the winter as the seeds are subjected
to what we refer to as ‘scarification’ (scarring of the seeds by the sand grains). Over
the summer we collected a further 450000 seeds that we’ve planted this autumn
period within the restoration area, and we hope to see them coming to life next
year.
We’ve still not been able to conduct the transplants of our original old planting trials
away from Frenchman’s Bay (as promised) as this is a spring time activity, but have
plans to complete this in April or May 2021.
The community visitor boat moorings and the marker buoys have now finally been
agreed with the Crown Estate and the Port, and these are paid for and ready to be
installed by Rudders boat yard who favour a February deployment (rather than preChristmas). These will be noted within the Port’s Leisure Guide for 2021 and we will
be making information available to users to explain the project and use of the visitor
buoys as appropriate.
A meeting of the Dale Seagrass Stakeholder Group is due to be held on November
23rd at which the buoys and future management of the site will be discussed. A
presentation showing the seagrass growth and explaining in more detail the monitoring and also the buoyage will be available via the PCF’s seagrass page following the
meeting.
We look forward to continuing to work with everyone to ensure the success of the
project moving forward. Thanks for your continued support.
Wishing you all well. Richard Unsworth, Swansea University.
For information on the project please visit https://
www.pembrokeshirecoastalforum.org.uk/seagrassoceanrescue/
If anyone has any observations regarding the planted seagrass, or queries please
contact Richard directly on r.k.f.unsworth@swansea.ac.uk or phone 07795 311166.

Bait Digging on The Gann Flats
Where are The Gann Flats?
Most people reading this will know where The Gann is. Approaching Dale, you pass some
restored lime kilns and on the left, what used to be a small carpark. The carpark has recently had several concrete blocks installed to prevent campervans parking there. If you’re
there on a low spring tide, you’ll see a vast expanse of mixed muddy sediment. This is The
Gann Flats.
Why are they Important?
The Gann is a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). It is an extremely diverse shore. This
diversity depends hugely upon its variety of sediments, some fine, some coarse and some in
between. As well as worms, The Gann is of vital importance as a food source for wading
and other birds. It’s home to many interesting seaweeds, molluscs and crustaceans - and it
has thousands of large holes, dug by bait-diggers, that seldom get filled in. The effect of all
this digging is to mix and homogenise the sediments. This is bad news for species that need
specific conditions.
Species that can cope with all this can do really
well. One such opportunistic species is the ragworm. Studies carried out at The Gann in 1960 and
1992 indicated a decline in the variety and abundance
of species, coupled with a massive increase in the
abundance of ragworms. You might say that the area
has been transformed into a giant ragworm farm. This
is a great thing if your prime concern is bait for fishing,
but not so good for many of the other species that
live there.
The information in this illustration was collected by
staff from Dale Fort Field Centre in 2007 as part of a
study on bait digging in Milford Haven. The dark blobs
represent bait digging holes. More than 26,000 holes were mapped, none of them had been
filled in. You can read more about this here:
https://dalefort.wordpress.com/2012/08/07/dale-fort-blog-number-10/
People are often rightly outraged when a flower meadow or ancient woodland is destroyed
for HS2 or some other apparently essential development. The Gann Flats are at a disadvantage in that they spend most of the time underwater, it is only visible properly on a low
spring tide and it’s hard to elicit the same degree of public sympathy for worms.
Is bait-digging allowed?
Yes it is. Natural Resources Wales have produced a bait-digger’s voluntary code that allows bait digging but not at the expense of everything else that lives there. The idea is to
limit digging to certain parts of the mudflats so that the other parts can be rested. There is
also a digging ban between January and March to allow undisturbed breeding to take
place. Most sea anglers are extremely well disposed towards marine conservation. It’s
clear to them that if damage is done to a habitat that fish depend on, then there won’t be
so many fish. These are the people that dig in the allocated places and refill their holes.
Sadly, there remain some that don’t.
continued on next page

What can be done?
Natural Resources Wales have a
duty to look after Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) but they
have a limited number of staff.
They need members of the public
to report any activities they see
that might damage fragile habitats
and SSSIs. Many of you visit The
Gann because it is a stunning
place for its mammals and birds,
flowers and insects and for its
lagoons, shingle ridges and saltmarshes. The mudflats are not
frequented by so many people,
but they are a fundamental part of the ecosystem. It’s in everyone’s interest to look after them.
If the voluntary code isn’t working, NRW won’t know unless people tell them.
So, if you see any activities going on that you think might be damaging the
SSSI, such as bait digging in the dark areas shown on the map, you can let
Natural Resources Wales know by ringing them on their Incident line:
0300 065 3000 Or email: icc@naturalresourceswales.gov.uk

Dale WI
A meeting was held in St. Ishmaels Garden Centre on the Tuesday 17th November
2020. We gathered for a Socially Distanced meeting in the Garden Centre Restaurant.
We enjoyed tea and coffee as well as the most delicious cakes. It was good to catch
up with everyone and hear their news.
We decided to meet again (Covid Rules Allowing) on15th December at 1:00 pm for a
Christmas Lunch at the Garden Centre.
Our thanks go once again to Simon for allowing us to meet at the Garden Centre.

Tai Chi Classes – St Ishmaels Sports Club
Starting Monday 11th January 7:00 – 8:30 pm
Five weekly classes running until 8th February
£5 per class – Beginners welcome
Treat yourself to some gentle exercise and relaxation for 2021
Contact Simon on 07752 897583 for more information

The South Wales Industrial Cluster
First let me introduce myself, I’m Chris Williams of Industry Wales and I’m the
lead for the developing South Wales Industrial Cluster (SWIC). I’m writing to clarify any
misunderstandings arising from the piece Fr Andrew wrote about SWIC in the Oct/Nov
Peninsula Papers. We are a grouping of industries geographically located between Milford
Haven and Newport (Gwent). We have come together to explore NetZero (ie a net zero
Carbon Dioxide emissions for our region) and understand how we can make it actually
happen in a way that will grow green employment possibilities for Pembrokeshire and
South Wales.
Our diagram, that you showed in your last issue, was meant as an ‘infographic’,
that is, a representation of all the concepts that we are going to have to explore to get to
NetZero. It is not a diagram showing any definite plans that we have. I understand some of
you have interpreted the diagram literally, and in hindsight I can understand why, so I wanted to apologise and reassure you that the diagram does not show any fixed plans. We
know we need to explore offshore/onshore renewables, Hydrogen production and use,
recycling of CO2 and Carbon Capture and Storage via CO2 shipping as there are no known
CO2 storage sites off South Wales.
Our mission is to ensure that as the UK develops into a NetZero economy over
the next 30 years, the required NetZero infrastructure is in place in South Wales to maintain and grow green manufacturing jobs for our future generations. We are also working
with the agricultural and food sectors to really study and understand how both sectors can
work more closely together for mutual benefit as we develop our NetZero Circular Economy region. As our investigations develop, we will of course have a public consultation
process to discuss developments along the way. This will include more detailed diagrams
showing exact plans.
Sorry again for any concerns our diagram raised with yourselves and thanks for
making the time to read this. If you would like to discuss in more detail, please feel free to
contact me on cwilliams@industrywales.com.
“Martha” books
Brian John is a well-known Pembrokeshire geographer and author. He has written a series
of books about a fictional 19th century lady called Martha who marries into a farming family based at Plas Ingli, on the lower slopes of Carn Ingli. She finishes up as head of the
household and has a number of interesting adventures and love affairs. The books make
interesting reading – life at that time on a north Pembrokeshire farm is very well portrayed.
They are just the thing for those of you who can’t get out much at the moment!
Volumes 1-5 cover the main story of her life, and there are also 3 others written later.
We currently possess volumes 1-5 plus 7 and 8 e.g. "On Angel Mountain", "House of Angels", "Dark Angel", "Rebecca and the Angels", "Flying with Angels", "Guardian Angel",
"Sacrifice” and "Conspiracy of Angels", also the companion volume “Martha Morgan’s
Little World”.
Anybody who would like this set of books to read, and then possibly pass on to somebody
else, is welcome to have them in exchange for a suitable donation to the Wildlife Trust.
We can deliver them anywhere in the local area. Give us a ring if you are interested.
Peter Royle 01646 636970

MOBILE HAIRSTYLIST
K Many years of Professional Experience
K Insured
K All Cutting and Colouring
Contact Anita
Tel : 07748 707744 email:
ah.hair@aol.com
Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Cleaning
We usually schedule a Midwinter Beach Clean for New Years Eve, or as near it as possible to suit the tides. This year, to avoid clustering risks, we suggest volunteers beach
clean whenever they like over the holiday, leading up to New Years Eve. With kind permission of Marloes Village Stores, the special Keep Wales Tidy red sacks will be put out
in front of the shop for collecting when you're passing.
When you have a full sack of plastic rubbish (part sacks are wasteful, and they blow
around) you can leave it, neck tied firmly, at the bottom of Sandy Lane (the main track
down to Marloes Sands) by the fingerpost beside the footbridge. Haul-out of rubbish is
scheduled for late afternoon on New Years Eve.
Important notes: 1) Please ONLY USE RED SACKS PROVIDED: Pembrokeshire County Council won't collect any other sort. 2) Please don't stuff sacks so full that either you
can't tie them properly or they tear open when handled. 3) Large items of trawl and
potting gear (big floats/rope/net) don't need bagging: just “drag and drop”. 4) We do
not gather driftwood/timber: wood provides a useful habitat for beach life and it biodegrades anyway.

Please see the
box to the left for
a PAVS initiative to help people get on-line

Marloes Village Hall
The Marloes Village Hall committee are grateful to the Woodland Trust for supplying
free of charge 420 native wood saplings for the community. The trees, a selection of
native species, include oak, rowan, hawthorn, silver birch, hazel and blackthorn. Many
are already planted to form hedges at Martin’s Haven and Runwayskiln car parks and
there are more for the recreation field and other strategic places round the village. We
are grateful to those who have helped with planting and we hope residents and visitors
will enjoy them for many years to come. Caroline Walmsley.

“I currently live in Dale, and due to the sale of the
property I rent, I have to find alternative accommodation. If anyone knows of a 2 or 3 bedroom property in
this area, please could you let me know: junebishton@icloud.com or telephone 07801650805. I come with
a fifteen year old Jack Russell who is very well behaved.
Many thanks.”

Well, after such a short time....looks like I’m on the move again for
no apparent reason. Thought that I’d here for considerably longer.
After moving 7 times in 6 years, I would dearly like to find a place
that offers long term rent which will mean long term. I’m looking for
anything from a 2 bedroom upwards, unfurnished. After a relatively
short time, I have come to know the peninsular as my home and
would hate to have to move away. If you have somewhere or know
of someone who is willing to rent to a respectable and reliable person
plus Benjamin......please let me know on 07951523232
Jan Winkley

*WANTED* PROPERTY TO RENT LONG TERM.
Bore da,
I'm hoping to move back to Pembs permanently and I'm looking for a long
term let in Marloes or the nearby vicinity.
(But further afield, all around St Brides bay would be suitable too if there's
nothing in Marloes).
Either a house, flat or caravan - as long as it's long term.
I'm a single 57 year old woman.
I can pay 3 months rent plus the deposit up front.
I'd be grateful if you would please contact me on 07505 366128 if you know
of anywhere or anyone who might have anything?
Diolch yn fawr iawn.

Local Places Quiz No.1 - Dale Village

Answers on
last page

Where is Watery Lane?
What is the proper name of the red rock under Dale, and why is it red?
Which building used to be the Tabernacle Congregational Chapel?
Who lived in the meadow just over 100 years ago?
What is the difference in height between the highest and the lowest tides
at Dale?
Where is Back Street?
What connects the names Brand, Truelove, Copley and Scurlock?
On which two roadside walls can you see the dates 1848 and 1892 ?
Where is the old pier?
What are the Townsend Tuff beds?
Where are the Calvary Steps?
Author Lloyd Jones says he spent “many happy hours in the Reading
Room” in 1943, aged 12. Where is the Reading Room and what was
he doing?
Tai Chi in the Time of Coronavirus
In many ways Tai Chi is an ideal form of exercise for these troubled times. As well as
having benefits for physical health it can also help to reduce stress and improve mental
wellbeing. The exercises don’t require moving around the room so social distancing can
be maintained and breathing is controlled and relaxed.
Although the Dale class had to be suspended for a while during lockdown we were able
to resume again in August by using the lawn in the walled garden as an outdoor venue
(thanks to Martyn Ryder, Jo Dilly and the WI for their support). With the onset of autumn and the darker nights we have moved to. St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club and
have used their function room as a practice area since early October. It’s warm and dry
and has plenty of space making it easy to maintain social distancing.
The class meets on a Monday evening from 7-8:30pm. We are currently learning a
Qigong sequence of slow flowing movements with co-ordinated breathing that can help
improve flexibility, balance and relaxation. It’s simple to learn making it easy for newcomers to join the class at any time during the term. Traditionally classes conclude with
a cup of green tea and a chat but at the moment that tradition has had to be suspended
(although the Sports & Social Club bar is open until 10pm). You can get a feel for what
we’re learning by taking a look at this video on YouTube https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8C53mwM9ddE.
If you’d like to join the class, or just to give it a try, please come along on any Monday
evening. For more information please contact Simon on 07752 897583.
At the time of writing Welsh Assembly Government guidance permits indoor exercise
classes of up to 15 people. Face coverings need to be worn to enter and exit the class
but are not required while exercising. The usual rules apply on social distancing and use
of hand sanitisers.
Simon Ward

GOSSAMER VISITATION
14th November 2020
At first, just a few fine threads of airborne silk:
Only noticed because their dalliances
Teased drifting glints
From blue-skied Musselwick’s low November brilliance.
Minute spiders, riding across the bay:
Such brave migration, enormous the uncertainties –
Not only about where they might arrive
But whether, indeed, they would survive.
For the purpose of
Those sharp-beaked little birds I'd noticed, walking down,
Air-clustering darty above the cabbage jungle,
Was now so darkly clear.
Later, sharing news with friends, I heard from Sue
That she and Ria had sunsetted some Marloes clifftop pastures
So skeined by filmy drifts, even a hardened doubter
Might have believed in thread-spinning fairies.
Finally, best kept 'til last, came Martins Haven images
From fast-paced Kate, who with careful afterlight camera
Had captured those stormblast hedgebanks
Swathed with myriad filaments of breeze-wafted gossamer.
Such a bless of luck, that day,
For those who looked, who saw…
And, appreciatively,
Thought all the more.
CJ

Macmillan Support Fund Raiser
Sadly “The Beach Hut Café” was unable to host a Macmillan coffee morning this
September.
To enable us to raise money for the charity Gina and Peter Smithies kindly donated
sacks of Trehill potatoes for us to sell. Your kind donations helped us raise an amazing £550.00 so well done and thank-you to everyone who supported this event.
Stay Safe, Stef and Paul

GOSSAMER
by Kate Lock and Christopher Jessop
Unfortunately “Gossamer” is these days another of Britain’s lost Nature
Words. Whilst artists, craftspeople, fashion commentators, and novelists quite often talk about fabrics or perhaps baby hair being gossamer-light, hardly anyone
now realises that gossamer is a natural phenomenon. It is the result of money spiders climbing to high points such as gorse tops and spinning webs upwards into the
breeze. Their intention is to be borne aloft like hitchhiking parachutists and carried
long distances downwind – in other words, it is a mass migration strategy. Many
many millions of spiders spinning webs all at once results in landscape features
being draped in the very (inest silk.
Just a few of us on the
Marloes Peninsula
were very lucky recently to witness gossamer serenely
spread all across
some meadows, and
one could say
swagged down the
lane sides. Here are
some photos and a
poem.
And here is what an excited Kate posted on Facebook:
The most incredible spiders
webs ever!! Vast sheets encompassing the hedgerow and covering the neighbouring field…
mesmerising as they flowed
and floated in the breeze this
evening overlooking St Brides
Bay. I looked up what had created this wonder of nature and
guess what. it is money spiders!!! Apparently they release
the silk webs as part of an elaborate escape plan. In their millions they release the threads
for 'ballooning' - creating a
parachute which catches the
air and lifts them away allowing them to travel further than they would if on foot ... Nature is SO AMAZING
For clearer pictures look at the news item on www.marloes.org.uk

Marloes and Dale Public Access Defibrillation Scheme
What if you are faced with an emergency in these uncertain times? In the event
of a possible cardiac arrest, do follow the usual procedures but be aware of possible
infection and use precautions below:*Call for help, dial 999, fetch your nearest defibrillator. Talk to the casualty but DO
NOT LISTEN OR FEEL FOR BREATHING BY PLACING YOUR EAR OR CHEEK
CLOSE TO THE PERSON’S MOUTH.
*Follow the Defibrillator instructions which are very clear, BUT DO NOT PERFORM
RESCUE BREATHS OR ATTEMPT MOUTH TO MOUTH RESUSCITATION.
*Continue with HANDS ONLY cardiac compressions until the ambulance arrives.
*After contact with the casualty, wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water
at the earliest opportunity. (Or use Alcohol hand gel).
*After performing CPR seek advice from NHS 111.

Book Review: The Lost Spells by Robert Macfarlane & Jackie Morris
Published by Hamish Hamilton Hardback £14.99 ISBN 978-0-241-44464-1
Pembrokeshire wildlife illustrator Jackie Morris has collaborated before with writer Robert
Macfarlane: their beautiful The Lost Words celebrated – and defiantly revived – the naturerelated words quite recently removed from children’s dictionaries because the compilers
deemed them no longer relevant.
Now we have The Lost Spells which, though printed in a smaller format, is equally precious
and perhaps even more charming. Its poems bring alive the spirits of animals, trees, flowers, flying and swimming creatures; the richly coloured pictures fix on one, and sometimes
indeed as a page turns there flash wild eyes, locking you in a stare.
A book for all ages, not just perfect for young or old but emphatically a treasure for young
and old to share, to enjoy together; and you must heed the first line of introduction: “This is
a book of spells to be spoken aloud.” I hope that you, too will give your custom to the Victoria Bookshop in Haverfordwest: not only do they deserve our support, but they are selling
copies of The Lost Spells signed by both authors.
CJ

Quiz Answers
Watery Lane is the road that goes up to Dale airfield behind the Castle.
The red rock is called Old Red Sandstone. The red colour is due to a
layer of Iron Oxide (rust) surrounding the quartz grains – this layer is washed off by seawater to make clear sand.
The Old Chapel is the blue building on the waterfront opposite the
Yacht Club.
In the First World War a huge hut camp was built in the northern side
of the meadow, capable of housing 1,000 soldiers. For part of the
war it was used as a rest and recuperation camp for wounded soldiers brought home from the Western Front.
The highest and lowest spring tides at Dale are approximately 7.8 metres apart. The smallest neap tides are about 2.7m apart.
Back Street is the old name for the lower part of the Dale Fort road –
the cottages along here were occupied until 1955.
All were headteachers of Dale School – Clifford Brand 1948 -74; Stanley Truelove 1974 - 81; Margaret Copley 1981 - 89; and Val Scurlock 1990’s.
1848 is on the Castle wall just up the lane opposite the walled garden
entrance. 1892 is on the sea wall twice – one next to the lamp-post
opposite Brook Cottage and one towards the Black Rock end.
The remains of the old pier form a small “headland” of rock at low
tide out to the right past the houses and the Brig slipway. Large
construction stones can be seen close-up. (A bit further on are the
remains of a house built low down right under the cliff).
Townsend Tuff is debris and ash ejected during a volcanic eruption and
falling in a layer over the red sandstone millions of years ago.
Looking over the sea wall on Townsend corner (just coming into
the village), the tuff beds can be seen below as a band of greenygrey rock a few metres wide among the red sandstone rocks.
The Calvary Steps go up the hill from near the bottom of the Dale Fort
road to a footpath that leads to Maryborough farm and then
St.Ann’s Head. They are said to be named after Thomas Calverley
1816 -1889, a preacher who used the route to visit outlying farms.
“Calverley” gradually changed to “Calvary”.
The Reading Room is on South Street, near and opposite the silversmiths, and Lloyd and his friends used to play billiards in there.

Yet another hazard from disposable barbecues.
Found just above the low tide line on Saturday afternoon, buried in the sand leaving just the edges exposed (hence barely visible), waiting for a barefoot
child to find it:
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