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Dear Friends,
Happy St. Bridget’s Day and Happy Candlemas and, if we haven’t
seen you since then, Happy New Year. Although it has not been a very happy start to the year as we have had to say goodbye to some dear friends
and neighbours among them Viney Bevan, Billy’s wife from Dale, and Peter
Davies the former vicar of some of these parishes.
Peter was a very good friend to us. He baptized our daughter so
that there would not be an unseemly scrum of clergy over the font. We did
a healing service at Walton West with him for many years. He had a great
gift of encouraging people and making you feel better for having been with
him. He was even like this when he was dying. It is a great blessing to have
known him.
I am told that in African countries they view personality rather
differently from how we view it here in Britain. Here we think of personality as something in-built, just the way you are made. In those African
countries, as I understand it, they view personality as the sum of all the
encounters you have with other people. The personality is the totality of
how other’s see you, something that develops and changes according to the
way you treat others and they treat you.
If that is true, then perhaps we should all try to make the people
around us more kind, thoughtful and generous by ensuring that as many
encounters as we have with them are marked by kindness, thoughtfulness
and generosity. As Jesus said, “Do to others as you would have them do to
you”. It is not too late for New Year’s resolutions and working on that one
would certainly make me happier than any diet or exercise regime could.
With our best to you and yours for 2017,

Andrew and Rhiannon
Coming Soon:

Ash Wednesday, March 1st: Morning Prayer with imposi5on of Ashes at
9.ooam in Marloes and 6.00pm Eucharist with imposi5on of ashes in Dale.
On Tuesdays in Lent, starting March 7th there will be Lenten Lunches in the
Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall, Dale. In aid of PLANT DEWI
On 11th February, Joanna Penberthy will be enthroned as Bishop of St.
Davids, the first female Bishop in Wales. They have had to make the event ticket
only but three people will be there representing the parishes of the peninsula.

St Ishmaels Church News
A very Happy New Year to you all ~
Our Carol Party at the Sports & Social Club in December was exceptionally well attended
with over sixty visitors joining Emma's Community Choir and Mike Cottam. Everyone was
in fine voice and we had a right good carolling! Thanks to the most generous donations that
we had previously received plus the £700 we raised on the night we have now met our target for the work to repair the bell and its mechanism. Since then a local resident has match
funded the total sum we raised which will be a great help with the remainder of the project
and the interior decorations. Many thanks to all who attended and all those from near and
far who made such generous donations.
The Christmas 100 Club was drawn at the Carol Party and the winners were ~
1st Prize Rhiannon Johnson, 2nd Prize Dilys Howells, 3rd Prize Olivia Williams.
Heather Phippen is now collecting names and subs for the 2017 ‘100 Club’.
Work at the church is progressing well but the weather has caused some delays and we are
now hoping to be complete by the end of February. The new drains are now in and as soon
as the bellcote is finished it should not take long to finish the roof and attach the rain water
goods.
Our Snowdrop Tea this year will be on 12th March, in Church from 2.30pm till 4.00pm.
Richard Neale
‘ Please like our Facebook Page, St Ishmael’s Church.’

St. James Church , Dale, Alter Guild
invite you to join them for a
ST DAVID’S DAY
SUPPER
Tuesday 28th FEBRUARY
Featuring DAVE OWENS
CAWL, PANCAKES, WELSH CAKES, WELSH CHEESES
Bring Your Own Bottle
CORONATION HALL, DALE 7.00pm
Cost £8.00 per head Under 12’s £5.00
Call Mil 636671 for Tickets

A Real Valentine?
On 14th of February there will be hearts everywhere and the makers of chocolates and
sellers of flowers will be thanking Valentine for increasing their sales. The custom of celebrating love on this day could be older than Christianity but it has certainly been a part of
the yearly celebrations in Britain for the last 700 years at least.
St. Valentine was a Roman (well there were two of similar name) who died for his faith
either in the first or the third century but neither seems to have had any particular connections with romantic love.
Still, the makers of legends never like to leave a gap, so for the last two hundred years or
so, a very touching story has been told about Valentine that talks about many different
types of love.
This Valentine, the legend says, was a doctor in Rome who, for the love of the people God
had made, worked among the poor of the city. The persecuted Christians would also meet
for worship in secret in his house. One day, some parents brought their daughter to see
the doctor. She was blind. Unfortunately, Valentine knew nothing to cure her, but seeing
how good she was judging plants by smell and touch, offered her work and self-respect as
his assistant.
Over time, he fell in love with her, but was too shy to say anything. One day they drove
out of Rome to pick herbs and flowers and he tried to tell her but ended up telling her
about his faith and hope in life after death. Still, he kept one of the flowers she had touched
close to his heart.
Soon afterwards, he was arrested for his faith and sentenced to death. By chance, the girl’s
father was his gaoler and offered to help him escape, but Valentine knew it would mean
death for the man and his family if he was caught. Valentine wanted to send the girl a message to tell her what he had not found words to say before and the hope he had in Jesus
Christ, but he could not phrase it in any way that would not incriminate the girl and her
family when it was read to her. Finally, he put the dried flower in a letter which simply said,
“From your Valentine”.
Rhiannon

St. Peter's Church, Marloes
On Sunday 18th December a congregation of fifty attended the United Carol Service at St.
Peter's Church, followed by tea at the Village Hall. During the service, a collection was
held and the sum of £147.20 has been sent to the nominated charity of Plant Dewi. This
charity comes under the control of the St. David's Diocesan Council and works in the community to support children and their families via Family Centres, “Families Together”
Groups, Parenting Courses, Dad's Work, God & Kids, Mobi Project and Youth & Children's
Work.
Further information can be obtained from the website - www.plantdewi.org.uk It will be
the turn of Moriah Baptist Chapel to host the joint service and tea in December 2017.

WALWYNS CASTLE
Walwyns Castle church, Messy Church Pet Service, Sunday February 26 th,
11am. Bring your pet along or a picture of your pet. Followed by a 'pets party
'session in the village hall from Pembrokeshire Pet Parties. All welcome, please
bring a plate of food to share. Friendly pets only please.
St Davids Cawl supper get-together in Walwyns Castle village hall, Friday March
3rd, 7.30 pm . Home-made Cawl, Bara Brith and Welsh cakes. Bring your own
tipple. Adults £7.00, under 11yrs £3.00 Pre-booking essential, contact Wendy on
01437 781342
Diary dates
Walwyns Castle church, Spring Social film night, Friday March 24th, film to be
confirmed. 7.30 pm in the village hall, with light refreshments. More info to follow
Walwyns Castle Choir concert, Thursday April 6th, featuring Neyland Ladies
Choir, plus instrumental. Followed by refreshments in the village hall. Starts 7.30
pm. Tickets or entry on the door, £7.50.

Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are welcome to attend the short half
hour service of Morning Prayer held at 9am on Wednesday mornings except during
school holidays. The service includes a short period for quiet reflection, and is usually
led by Father Andrew. If you have not been to a Church service for a while, this simple
service may provide an opportunity to restart your Christian journey

MOTHERS’ UNION
We had a very successful opening meeting to 2017, with a Bring and Share to
round it all off. We need to raise money for good causes supported by the Mothers’ Union, especially for the Away From It All (AFIA) scheme which provides holidays for families for whom this is normally unthinkable. Watch this space! We will
be rolling out our programme for creating Dementia Friendly Communities as
many of the businesses spoken to have been very enthusiastic about embracing
this as an idea. Again Watch this space!
We have no meeting in February as too many of us are away, but will be back in
March with a look at how science and religion CAN work together.
Mothers’ Union is a non-denominational group and welcomes all, and despite the
name you do not have to be a mother or even a woman! If you feel like popping
in to see how we operate please do. We normally meet on the second Tuesday of
the month in Marloes Village Hall at 7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.

Community Councils
Dale

th

present financial year is on course to close
on 31st March, 2017 with a deficit on the
year of about £500. Although it is considered that there remains adequate cover to
provide for unbudgeted/unexpected expenditures for the rest of this year, it was
decided that the Community Council
should request an increase of £150 in the
annual Precept for the 2017/8 financial year.
The Precept has remained at £1,650.00 for
the financial years 2015/6 and 2016/7, but, if
the increase is agreed, it would now rise to
£1,800.00.
Community Council procedures review – the Community Council has for
some time been aware that their programme of regular monthly meetings is
increasingly out of step with the pace with
which issues progress, leading to repetitious and unproductive discussion, while
attendance at the meetings by members of
the public is disappointingly rare. It was
agreed, therefore, that for a trial period,
the Community Council will meet approximately every other month instead of approximately every month. In the same context, it was felt that the regular, full meetings are not an appropriate occasion for
detailed discussion of complex issues – e.g.
car park; sewerage stinks – and it was
agreed that such issues should be delegated
to sub-committees who will be required to
conduct detailed study of the delegated
issues and to report to the full Community
Council with recommendations. Additional
meetings of the full Community Council can
(and will) be called if and when circumstances (or residents) require them and the
practice of holding site meetings to review
all planning applications will continue. These
changes in procedure will be kept under
review to ensure that they meet the needs
of the community.

Meeting on 12 December, 2016 among items discussed at this meeting:
Parking issues – the County Council has
reported that, despite the issues of trailer
and camper van blocking, 22,317 tickets had
been sold during the season (2015 -20,806).
A small sub-committee of the Community
Councillors (Messrs Garnish, Morgan and
Truelove) has been set up to identify / seek
solutions to the complex issues involved
and to report back to the Community
Council at their next meeting. Residents
who have matters that they would like to
raise with the sub-committee are encouraged to contact the Clerk (636 668) or the
members of the sub-committee.
Dale Fort – students – representatives
from the Community Council have met
managers from Dale Fort FSC to review
the issues surrounding rowdy behaviour of
students in the village on several occasions
during the 2016 season – a difficult problem
because the students concerned are young
adults and fully entitled to drink alcohol,
but probably unused to doing so in an environment free of police and “bouncers”. The
FSC managers have agreed to contact their
(university) clients to agree standards of
behaviour for the students and to design /
agree appropriate controls. Meanwhile, the
Community Council has asked the management of The Moorings and The Griffin to
meet the Dale Fort managers to review
procedures and to agree ways and means
to prevent / minimise nuisance in the future.
Planning – the Community Council has
received notice of an application for planning permission for The Old Chapel –
NP/16/0605/FUL – the development proposed is very minor and the Community
Council has responded that they have no
objection.
Budget 2017/2018 – it was noted that the The next meetings of Dale Community Council
is scheduled to take place at the Jubilee Suite,

Community Councils
Dale on 6th March, 2017 starting at 1900hrs.
Residents are encouraged to attend and, with
the permission of the Chairman may address
the meeting.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under consideration at the December
& January meetings included the following:Highway Matters – Clerk to review outstanding issues with County Cllr. Owens.
Mud on the Milford road causing concern,
although it was noted that efforts are being
made to clean the roadway as necessary.
National Park Warden - The meeting
were pleased to welcome the new South
West Area Ranger, Dan Wynn. He had previously met Cllr. Smithies and the Clerk.
Issues which have arisen both in Marloes
and St. Brides were brought to his attention.
Mr. Wynn advised his brief has widened to
include working with businesses in the Park
area for mutual benefit.
Planning Matters – NP/16/0633/FUL –
Refurbishment of existing cattle barn to
form garden room, study and WC
(retrospective) – Square Farm, Marloes. The
concerns about the ridge height had been
noted in 2012. It was considered that the
scale of the building as built was far in excess of what had been granted consent.
After discussion, it was agreed that the
Council would object to the application, and
would refer to the Design and Access Statements as well as the figures detailed on both
this application and the earlier one in 2012.
NP/15/0649/CLE – Cllr. Jessop and the
Clerk reported verbally on the Hearing held
following an appeal by the applicant concerning camping at Slate Mill. National Park
had produced aerial photographs over a
number of years in evidence. Witness statements for the applicant were mainly not
specific to a particular area of land. Noted
that a decision by the Inspector will be pub-

lished in the New Year. The Council representatives had not visited the site with the
Inspector.
NP/16/0517/TPO – Planning consent had
been granted for the tree work at South
House, Marloes.
Runwayskiln Complex – Noted in January that Cllr. Owens had met on site with
the Access officer and National Trust representatives, and a new access was agreed for
those with disabilities. Parking in the main
courtyard will be limited for safety reasons.
NP/16/0638/NMA – The Green, Marloes
(now called Limenaraki) – Non-material
amendment to NP/15/0604 to comprise
altered roof lights to sun-tubes, altered roof
materials & proposal to paint house black
with yellow windows. National Park had
later advised the Community Council that
the colours on the property were not for
consideration as a planning matter. Comments were made with regard to the style
of the windows vis-a vis the neighbouring
properties, and the efforts made to include
insulation and the use of renewables.
NP/16/0687/FUL – Erection of Tractor
Shed, creation of new window in existing
structure – The Farmhouse, Skomer – Members were agreed that as this building would
be part of the main complex it would not
be readily seen, and it was necessary to
store this valuable item of equipment undercover.
Financial Matters – The Council approved the payment of £570 to the Hall
Committee as had been agreed at the Budget meeting in January 2016. At the January
2017 meeting the Council reviewed the
budget to date, and also discussed the expenditure for next year 2017/18. Mr. Mark
Burton had earlier reported on the financial
position of the Play Area. After detailed
discussion, it was resolved to precept for
£2,825 for the coming year. This sum is paid
in three tranches in the year, and the Clerk
continued on next page
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Plot 4, adjacent to Burgage Green Rd., St.
Ishmaels. No objection was recorded.
NP/17/0001/NMA Variation of condition
2 of NP/15/0548/FUL and discharge conditions 3 & 5 of NP/15/0548/FUL. Monkhill
Farm, St. Ishmaels. No objection was recorded.
Council Tax Base It was proposed there
be no change in the tax base which remains
at £2,500.
Jubilee Gardens & Playpark Quarterly
playground inspection report has been received. Issues highlighted by the inspection
will be rectified, weather permitting, within
the next few weeks.
Financial Position Financial position as of
January 2017 was presented to the council
for review.
Highways Councillor M. Hawkins contacted Highways Dept. to discuss the recent
flooding on the top road (Dale/Milford Haven) with regard to alternative and adequate
drainage. Complaints have also been made
on the state of the road after heavy tractor
traffic. Mr. Lewis from Highways Dept is
investigating the complaints.
Proposed 20mph speed Limit – The
proposal is part of a scheme which aims to
improve road safety on the main route leadNext Meeting – The next meeting of the Council ing to the school and will see the introducwill be held on Wednesday 15th February (note tion of new speed limit and school warning
signage.
change of day), starting at 7.30pm at Marloes
Commemorative Trowel Clerk received
Village Hall. Local electors of Marloes & St.
Brides are welcome to attend, and may address a call from a gentleman in Somerset stating
he had in his possession, the commemorathe meeting at the invitation of the Chairman.
tive silver trowel presented to Colonel Roberts, at the laying of the foundation stone of
St Ishmaels
the Memorial Hall in 1921. The council will
Recently discussed items include:
receive the trowel in the near future.
NP/16/0599/FUL Garage extension to
side of bungalow, plus external insulation to The next meetings will be held Monday 6th
existing rear extension. Raybrook, 16 TreFebruary 2017 @ 1900hrs. Members of the
warren Rd., St. Ishmaels. Permission has
community are welcome to attend.
been granted.
Clerk to the Council :- Lynda Thomas Tel:
NP/16/0576/FUL New two storey three 01646 636 298.
bedroom detached holiday accommodation.
advised that this sum will enable the Council
to ensure a cash flow for all payments due in
the year. It was noted that the Council owns
the Clock Tower, and has payments to make
for the insurance of the building and clock
mechanism (a regular visitor is contributing
£100 towards the latter expense). In the
coming year, it will also be necessary to
budget for painting the four louvres. The
other main expenditure is towards the Hall
which is a valuable village amenity. It was
agreed that this year a payment of £100 is
made towards the Play Area expenses. The
Council covers the insurance liability as part
of their main insurance. Support will also be
given towards a fund raising event to cover
the remaining costs of the Play Area. The
Clerk advised that an invoice from the Wales
Audit Office has now been received, and the
Audit Fee is over £60 more than last year,
with no VAT element to be reclaimed.
Agreed that in the first instance the Clerk
seek advice from One Voice Wales ( Council
Association) to establish how many other
Community & Town Council have faced an
increase. A payment of £271.20 to Smiths of
Derby for the service visit was approved
(VAT of £45.20 will be later reclaimed.)

February 2017 Diary
JANUARY
Sat 28
Barn Dance, Dale Coronation Hall,
Mon 31 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall
FEBRUARY
Wed 1
Brook Inn, Musical Jam Night
Mon 6 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall
Mon 6 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall, see advert
Thu 9
Brook Inn Quiz Night
Tue 14
Valentine’s Day
Wed 15 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
Wed 15
Brook inn, Musical Jam Night
Thu 16 1200 - 1300 Police Surgery at St Ishmaels Garden Centre
Fri
17 1700 Griffin Inn re-opens
Mon 20 1930 Coastlands History Group, “Supper’s on the table” a talk on prehistoric
diet by Anne Eastham, St Brides Castle
Thu 23
Brook Inn Quiz Night
Sat 25
Open day at St Ishmaels Garden Centre with free Cream tea
Sun 26
Open day at St Ishmaels Garden Centre with free Cream Tea
Mon 27 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall, see advert
Tue 28 1900 St David’s Day Supper, Coronation Hall, Dale, contact Mil 636671
MARCH
Wed 1
St David’s Day and Ash Wednesday
Fri
3 1930 St David’s Cawl Supper get-together, Walwyn's Castle village hall,
contact Wendy on 01437 781342
Sat
4 1030 - 1230 St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club Big Potato Challenge
Sat
4 1730 “The Moorings”, Dale re-opens
Mon 6 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Mon 6 1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall, see advert
Tue 7 1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Sun 12 1430 Snowdrop Tea at St Ishmaels Church
Please note that the closing date for the March issue is Sunday 19th February.
This is a couple of days earlier than usual to allow plenty of time for printing
and distribution in this short month.

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events for inclusion
in the diary

11.00am HE
9.30amHE

9.30am HE

The year’s slack water, Sun at furthest ebb.
Light drained from Time’s myriad estuaries
The each of which is one life,
A tributary either nutritious or toxic, to that
Folly-hazarded ocean we call Humanity.
Many souls need Light for buoyancy;
Thus, for them, today is Hope’s lowest lowpoint,
The calendar’s keel-grounding nadir.
Hard, those sun-cravers find it,
To float a smile in late December –
Unless Nature fortunes them a rare short day
Of long-shadowed citrine brilliance.
Such as they should loudest cheer tomorrow
when,
Admittedly at a slow seep to start with,
The annual tide begins to fill again;
And, once more, we can appreciate
The Genius of Creation?
For it is only after the Solstice
That the claws of Winter, now fully bared,
Begin to implacably drag down temperatures,
To slashingly aggravate all winds to greatest rage
And we can weather that aggression,
Consoled by ever longer days.
Chris Jessop

HE - Holy Eucharist
MP - Morning Prayer

11.00am HE

9.30am HE
9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00am HE
9.30am HE
11.00am Messy Pet Service
9.30am HE
9.30am HE

9.30am HE
9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00amHE
9.30am HE
11.00am HE
Marloes
Dale
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West
Walwyns Castle

February 26th
February 19th
February 12th
February 5th

February Services

WINTER SOLSTICE

Wednesdays at St Peters.
Marloes.
Short Morning Prayer at
9:00 am (except school
holiday weeks)

Film Club
Spring Season
CHOSEN BY YOU
Doors open 7 pm Films start 7.30 pm
Mondays Corona2on Hall, Dale
Admission free Refreshments Dona2ons welcome
30/01
06/02
27/02

1952 Musical starring Gene Kelly & Debbie Reynolds
1958 Hitchcock - Not for those afraid of heights
1990 Roman5c comedy starring Gerard Depardieu & Andie
MacDowell
06/03 1956 musical starring Audrey Hepburn & Fred Astaire with
Gershwin score
20/03 1961 ﬁlm starring Gable & Munroe as aging cowboy & divorcee
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

Note for your diary:
MARCH 30 & 31 and APRIL 1
DADS’ Annual Production:

The Pantobury Tales

DALE W.I.
We were on our travels in January - to the Bethesda Farm Shop to learn about different
cuts of pork, how farmers cope with the almost impossible paperwork associated with
livestock and how ‘Home Grown’ and ‘low food miles’ do not always mean what we
think! Having seen the wonderful quality of the meat used at the shop, we then saw how
sausages are made., bought up half the shop - as well as a lot of chatter, a lot of laughter
and a delicious pork roll with a cup of tea, what more could you want!
On the wider front the WI is considering which of 6 resolutions to support as this year’s
campaign for the NFWI. These range from FGM, through alleviating loneliness, mental
health issues, women’s refuges as well as safety of women and children in refugee camps
and plastic in the sea, more especially the microscopic elements. So a very wide and diverse set of issues each one important in its own right. To compliment this serious side of
WI life there are also treasure hunts, quizzes, and craft workshops, one of which hopes to
make cushions for the Cancer Day Unit, a good illustration of the of true mix of the WI, a
chance for a social gathering while producing something of value to the wider community.
If this appeals to you come to our next meeting which is on Tuesday 7th February 2017 in
The Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall at 2.30pm.
For more information about Dale WI contact Mary (636430) or Ann (636873)

Coastlands Local History Group
I note the submission in the PP issue for February 2016 included the hope we might,
during the year, compile a leaflet for Marloes and St Brides. Well we have done half
the job! At the end of January, in Marloes Village Hall we had the formal launch of the
Marloes Village leaflet produced with the help of PLANED. The launch was accompanied by an Exhibition looking at Marloes the life of a village. So we now have to try and
produce a leaflet for St Brides and our set for the four villages will be complete! Any
ideas, or offers of help, would be gratefully received.
For the first ‘proper’ talk of the year, we move on to a topic which is of interest to us
all - FOOD. Anne Eastham has, for many years, been researching the bones of birds
from the Palaeolithic era to discover what might be deduced from them as to the diet
of the hunter gather groups of the Palaeolithic. The talk she gives will be looking at
the outcome of some of that research, and will be held at St Brides Castle on Monday
20th February at 7.30pm.
Membership subs are now due from those who have not yet paid up. The membership
fee remains as it has since we started at £5.00. So please come along and hear the
talk, join the group and sit back and enjoy a varied and interesting year’s talks and
events.
The Old Stables Heritage Centre is open on Thursday 10-12 as stated in the separate
advert. The exhibition season will start in May, with our opening exhibition looking at
“The History of the Area in 100 objects” If you have any artefacts or items you think
might be of interest for this exhibition please be in touch.
For more details please contact Yvonne 636251.

PENINSULA PAPERS MOVES HOME
Peninsula Papers has, for the last three years, been printed in The Farm Office of
Bicton Farm. John and Georgina Llewellin have been incredibly generous over
that time, not only with the space but also lots of cups of coffee! They stepped
in and offered us the office when it looked as if PP would have no home at all in
which to be printed. We are not the easiest house guests due to the amount of
time we need to be with the printer when a run is in action, not to mention the
choice language when a run comes to a grinding halt due to a small technical
hitch! So we are very grateful to them for all their kindnesses during the last
three years, and to thank them for the continued warmth of their welcome as
the printers invaded their lives!
We are delighted to say we have now moved to new premises, Marloes Village
Hall. As this copy is the first issue printed in our new space., this piece is written
before we start the run so ..... Watch this space!
Peninsula Papers Management Committee.

NEW NATIONAL PARK AREA RANGER
My name is Daniel Wynn, I am 27 years old and I have recently been appointed by the Pembrokeshire Coast Na5onal Park Authority as the Area Ranger for the South
West region of the Na5onal Park. I have previously worked
for a number of years as a countryside ranger for the Na5onal Trust at a range of proper5es across the UK. From
this I bring with me a ﬁrm grounding in prac5cal land management and biodiversity monitoring with a par5cular
interest in working with communi5es to enhance their
local environment for the beneﬁt of people and wildlife.
I regularly work with community groups, youth groups and
local volunteer groups from the surrounding area. Currently I am working on a range of projects, some examples
include; improvement works to the emergency beach access at MaEhewslade, pond crea5on and coppicing at St
Brides and footpath crea5on at Castle Beach near Dale
Fort. I have a range of experiences and would welcome to
hear any ideas people have regarding future projects they
have in mind.
I am living in Sandy Haven and my area begins in Nolton Haven and encompasses the en5re Dale Peninsula ending at Milford Haven. If you would like to get in touch with me
about anything then I would love to hear from you, my mobile number is 07866 771123
and my email is danw@pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk. Failing that just say hello to me when
you see me walking around the area!

FIREWOOD
3 year seasoned hardwood £80/cubic metre
SoHwood from £35/cubic metre
Kindling £2/net
(approx 1.5 builders bags/cubic metre)
Rich 07778427977 01646 636935

WANTED
Single kayak (sit-on-top),
light-weight.
01646 636784.

Don’t forget there is a Police
surgery at St Ishmaels Garden
Centre every 3rd Thursday of the
month from 12-1pm

An Unusual Thank You
At the end of November a card in a purple envelope, but with no name and address, appeared in our mail box. We opened it and it was a “Thank you” card
signed by people from all over the world. We initially thought it had been wrongly
delivered but looking closely we realised that many of the messages in the card
mentioned apples. Light slowly dawned.
Those of you who pass by this way may know
that for the last few years, in the autumn, we
put apples outside the house, free to anyone
who wants to take them. Many people stop
and take one or two for their lunch, both tourists and locals. Much to our amazement we
noticed that the Puffin Bus was also stopping
to allow its clients to disembark and take some
apples!
When we examined the card closely we found
this message on the back page from Stacey,
the Puffin Bus driver. We realised that she had
kept the card on the bus through the autumn
and had persuaded happy apple-eaters to sign
it. There were people from Bath, Essex, N.
Ireland, Kent, London, Nottingham, Derbyshire, Powys and more, and amazingly also signatures from Australia (2), Cologne
and Berlin!
To say we were gob-smacked would be putting it mildly! It was quite the nicest
thing that had happened to us in ages. So thank you Stacey for your “Thank You”!
Rosemary
and Peter
Royle

A Bootiful discovery
In late December, Jenny and I took our 2 dogs
to Marloes Sands for some post Christmas exercise.
As they ran on to the beach they suddenly ran
to the left, barking furiously. I went to investigate and discovered the cause of their excitement. They had found a large green wellington boot, size 11 or
12, fairly new, for the right foot and with a distinctive wavy pattern around the sole. They soon became bored with the boot and ran
off in search for their ball.
Four days later we went to Castle Bay, near to Dale Fort to pick up
some litter off the beach which we had noticed the previous day.
As we walked onto the beach the dogs started barking and I dutifully followed them to a thick clump of weed which had washed
ashore.
To my amazement tangled in the
weed was a large green wellington boot, size 11 or 12,
fairly new, for the left foot
and with a distinctive wavy
pattern around the sole. It
was the match for the boot our
pets had found on Marloes
Sands.
I tried to explain to our pets
the significance of their
find but their eyes glazed
over and they ran off in
search of new scents.
Oh well, they are only dogs!
Colin Green

For Sale
Trailer with indespension units, 1960’s
Mini wheels with stainless steel hub
plates, good tyres with spare wheel
and tyre mounted at the front. Steel
frame with marine ply panels. 4ft 8
inches X 3ft 6 inches. Length overall
7ft 7inches. Drop down tail gate. Very
strong and solid. Needs repainting.
£70. 01646 636 541 (Dale).
Also,
A large bunker full of smokeless fuel.
Offers

Merlin Theatre

Pembrokeshire
College
Haverfordwest
For full programme notes see:
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk
2ND FEBRUARY RAMS 2016 ICELAND
Dir: Grimur Hakonarian Lang: Icelandic
In a secluded Icelandic valley two brothers live side by side tending their sheep.
Although they share the land and their
way of life they have not spoken for 40
years. When their flocks are threatened
by disease the situation has to change.
9TH FEBRUARY THE EDGE OF HEAVEN
2007 TURKEY Dir: Fatih Akin Lang:
Turkish
Nejat is disapproving of his widowed
father’s choice of live in girlfriend. However when she passes away, Nejat travels
to Turkey to find her daughter.
16TH FEBRUARY 45 YEARS 2014 UK
Dir: Andrew Haigh Lang: English
A couple struggle to cope when the husband learns that the perfectly preserved
body of his ex-girlfriend has been discovered, 50 years after she slipped into an
Alpine crevasse.
Adults £4.50 Students £2.50
Show starts 7.30 pm Bar opens 6.45pm

Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach-clean
Happy New Year!
Many, many thanks to all who took part; if ever anyone wanted proof of “The
more you look, the more you see”, this event provided it! 30 volunteers collected
48 sack equivalents: Peter Smithies needed two very heavily laden quad bike +
trailer trips to clear the stash from down by the footbridge.
Chris Jessop

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
****EVERY THURSDAY***
10 am - 12 noon.
ALL WELCOME
If you wish to visit The Heritage
Centre any other time please contact
Margaret on 636295.

St Ishmaels Sports Club
Saturday March 4th

BIG POTATO CHALLENGE
Once again, it’s 5me for our Big Potato Challenge.
Come and pick up your potato between 10.30am and 12.30pm
and start growing your crop.
£5.00 per potato and pot.
The Grand Weigh-in will take place on Saturday June 10th between 11am and 1.30pm.
All proceeds to go to Air Ambulance Wales
and The Paul Sartori Founda5on.

Friday March 24th

Back by popular demand
Rackhouse Pilfer are
a ﬁery & exci5ng,
Alt-Country & Roots
-Rock Band from
Sligo Ireland

Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Please let me have any comments or amendments to this list.
Group
Usual day/time Where
Contact
1st & 3rd Tues
Dale WI
7:30
Jub, Dale Ann Barkworth 636873
Community Choir
Tues 7:30
MV Hall
Emma Halls 636932
Gentle Exercise Class
Thurs 4:00
MV Hall
Glenys Cullen 636257
Welcome Club (Over
60s)
Wed pm
MV Hall
Vi Parsons 636380
Mothers Union
2nd Tues
MV Hall
Bridget Lister 636274
Coastlands History Grp
See Diary
Various
Harriet Bishop 636668
Table Tennis
Thurs evenings
DC Hall
Anne Meeke 636716
Bowls
Tues evenings
DC Hall
Cath Gandee 636492
Coronation Hall
Mon evenings –
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
Film Club
see Diary
DC Hall
636463
Little Nippers
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
School
Alison Thomas 693838
Quilting Group
Mon 2:00 - 4:30
Jub, Dale Carol Cawley 636447

Pied Wagtails
Most of you will be familiar with Pied
Wagtails – dapper little birds who walk
busily around on the ground wagging
their long tails. Their tail-wagging
(actually not wagging from side to side
like a dog but dipping up and down) has
led to many nick-names, for example
Willy Wagtail, Polly Wagtail and Molly
Washdish. My father’s version was Polly Dishwasher. In the summer they can be found
mainly in farmyards, villages and by rivers and damp meadows where they nest on a
handy ledge in an outbuilding, or a gap in a wall. They will also nest in places like old tractor engines and sometimes in farm equipment that is actually in use! Pied Wagtails are
also particularly fond of roofs – as they often nest in a man-made environment a roof is a
suitable high place from which to sing and call. A south facing roof is also a really good
place to find nice big fat flies sunbathing,
In the winter they can be found in the same kind of places, but also on beaches and bizarrely, in car parks, where they risk life and limb feeding on the ground amongst the
moving cars and picking dead insects off the radiator grills.
Pied Wagtails have a very sweet little song, but you do not hear it often. They seem to
establish their territories and pairings without much fuss so maybe not much song is required. More often heard is the call which they make in flight. This is usually rendered
“chis-ick” – in certain birdwatching circles the Pied Wagtail is therefore nicknamed the
Chiswick Flyover. (Possibly a joke only comprehensible to Londoners of a certain age!)
Our Pied Wagtail is in fact a sub-species of the White Wagtail which breeds throughout
Europe. Whereas the male Pied Wagtail has an all-black back, which makes him a very
smart and dapper bird, the male White Wagtail has a grey back. We see White Wagtails
here in Pembrokeshire in the autumn when small flocks migrate through the area and can
be seen feeding on sand-hoppers on the tideline. Unfortunately identification of females
and juveniles is more difficult in the autumn and they often team up with Pied Wagtails
which makes it worse! However, if you see a flock of about 10 grey and white wagtails,
and there is no male with a black back, they are probably White Wagtails. It is worth
noting the plumage of juvenile Pied Wagtails can be confusing – the area around the face
can look distinctly yellowish.
One other feature of Pied Wagtails which makes them rather endearing is their habit of
roosting communally in the winter in all kinds of strange locations, for example, inside
greenhouses and factories, and in trees in the centre of shopping areas. Really it can be
anywhere that is nice and warm but I suppose our local wagtails don’t need to do this as
it never gets very cold here! I wonder if they roost in cattle sheds – can any of the farmers out there tell me if they do?
Rosemary Royle

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE

MARCH ISSUE IS
Sunday 19th February 2017
This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something?

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.
Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or
maximum 1/2 A5 page
Please submit all copy by email or hardcopy to:

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: see below
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels
SA62 3TL

sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 636 691

ADVERTISING
Rosemary Royle, Orlandon Kilns, St Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembs SA62 3AP
01646 636970 rsroyle@orlandon.co.uk
Management Committee: Reverend Andrew Johnson (Managing Editor), Harriet
Bishop (Dale), Richard Neale (St Ishmaels), William Richards (Marloes & St Brides),
Gillian Thorne (Robeston West), Rosemary Royle (Editor)
Copy Editor:
Rosemary Royle 01646 636970 rsroyle@orlandon.co.uk
Postal Sec.:
Christine Provan: Tel: 01646 636443 (For those who do not live
Sec
in the parishes but would like to receive a copy at a cost of £8.00 per year)
Distribution Organisers.:
Organisers Harriet Bishop (Dale) Barbara Black (Marloes) Hilary Orton (St Ishmaels & Hasguard), Mary Lewis (St Brides), Gill Thorne (Robeston West)

ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am
(check locally for actual times)
BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: February 9th and
23rd, March 9th and 23rd

