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Dear Friends,
Have you given up your New Year’s resolutions yet? I always think January and February are the wrong time to try and start most resolutions.
Who wants to eat salad when it is so cold and most of the vegetables
have to be imported? That’s my excuse anyway…
But 2019 is going to be a year that will take a lot of resolution, in the
sense of endurance and strength. We all will have personal issues to face.
The political future is volatile and unpredictable. Even in church life,
things are changing as we become part of a new, bigger structures (by
the way, if you want to know more about that there is a public meeting on
13th February at 7.30pm in the Church of the Holy Spirit in Hubberston).
For some who find change exciting it will be the best of year, for many
who long for stability, it is going to be a challenge.
It seems to me, however, that times of struggle and change are just
what faith and church life are for. You only really know you need light
when the darkness is all around you. You only really appreciate faith when
other things you trusted have let you down. You don’t need hope on the
mountain top, you need it to help you look up and climb when you are at
the bottom.
Imagine how much easier things could be if there was a place in every
community where people could have hope and faith nurtured, where they
could learn love in the constant business of getting on with the people
who happen to be around them, where they could find inspiration and
challenge, where they could be connected with ancient things, look at
them afresh and find direction for the future. The problem is that for
this to be true, it needs enough people who will commit to being there, to
being church.
We wish you every blessing and hope for the year to come. May it
bring you unexpected joy,
Andrew and Rhiannon

Thank you
Stella Watras & family would like to
thank all friends & neighbours for their
kind messages & support on their recent
sad loss of Greg

St Ishmael’s Church Notes.
A Very Happy New Year! Many thanks to all those who took part in our Carol Party
and attended our Christmas Services. Thanks to all who sold tickets and donated
Raffle Prizes for the Carol Party. Thanks also to Glyn Pawlett and Geoff Bowen who
have strimmed the Graveyard for us.
Between the 6th and 10th Jan three purple candles were removed from the Advent Ring
in church does anyone know anything about this? Perhaps this is a wake up call for us
all to be more vigilant? St Issel’s Church in Saundersfoot has had lead stolen from its
roof over the holiday so we all need to be on our guard.
December 100 Club Draw Results. 1st Charlotte Llewellyn, 2nd Marina Titley, 3rd Colin
Jenkins.
Heather Phippen is now collecting subscriptions for the 2019 100 Club.
And a note for the diary - the Snowdrop Tea is on Sunday 10th March.
Richard Neale

Christmas Angels

Marloes & St Brides 50 club

A huge THANK YOU to the knitters
in the communities who managed to
knit a flight of angels, almost 500! These angels
were all knitted to the same pattern but came in a
myriad of shapes and colours.
This meant that the churches were able to ensure
that all children in the Coastland School and many
households received a Christmas Angel.
Every blessing
Revd Gaynor Ford

Winners in the Dec 2018 Draw:
1st Prize £100 Lorraine Griffiths
2nd Prizes £50: Louise Beal, Sue
Twidale, Linda Owen
3rd Prizes £30: Rachel Owen;
Valerie Wilson; Mary Lewis

HELP FOR REFUGEES
Can you help?
Dale Church is serving as a collection point for items desperately needed at refugee camps in
Calais and Dunkirk. Things required NOW are:•
Walking Boots Size 40 – 43
•
Practical warm jackets and waterproofs
•
Thermal leggings
•
Tents and tarpaulins
•
Sleeping bags and blankets
•
Rain ponchos
Only these items please! There will be an area at the back of St James church where
donations can be left. Above items will be very gratefully received from Saturday 2nd February until Saturday 16th February. After this they will be prepared for dispatch. Thank you.
Peter and Ellie Morgan. 636625.

The original surf and turf?
February begins with the feast day of St. Bridget of Kildare who gives her name,
in one of its forms, to one of our villages and to St. Bride’s Bay.
There is a legend that she came across to Wales by surfing on a piece of turf and
landed at Little Haven where there is a well with her name in the back of the St.
Bride’s Inn behind a glass door.
It is a fanciful story like many of the early Irish and Welsh saints, but it may relate
to another story about her, which is more plausible.
The king of her local area in Ireland was so keen to keep her at his beck and call
that he ordered that she must stay in the area and only work, heal and teach
there. With threats and promises he extracted an oath from her that her feet
would never leave the soil of Kildare.
Bridget seems not to be the sort of woman who could be that easily controlled.
From that day on she still went about Ireland and even beyond it, but she cut out
a square of Kildare turf and put it in a box that she put her feet in whenever she
was travelling so her feet never did leave her home soil.
What the king said in response has not been recorded.

Barrie Meeke
Anne and the family have been overwhelmed by the number of
messages of support and tributes to Barrie which they have
received from you all since his death just before Christmas. We feel so uplifted by your words and realise how
much he was loved and respected by the community.
Thank you for attending his funeral, far too many to thank
individually, and we hope this message reaches you all.
Your attendance made it the most heartwarming of days, you
gave him a magnificent send off!
If you didn’t get
chance to write something in the Book of Memories at the
funeral and would like to do so, please call at Townsend
anytime.
We wish also to thank you for your generous donations. The
total so far stands at over £1200, a fantastic sum which
will be divided between the Alzheimer’s Society and Havenhurst Day Centre in Milford who cared for Barrie two days
a week. Thank you.

MOTHERS’ UNION
We had a very successful opening meeting to 2019, as we welcome 2 new members to
the group, one even attending on the night. The business of the AGM had the Officers
remaining the same, showed the group in a relatively healthy state financially and with a
very positive attitude going forward we were able to enjoy a delicious Bring and Share
supper, chat and tea to round the evening off! We are going to build on the success of
Community Coffee Morning held last year by repeating it in May, to raise funds for
Christian Aid and The Alzheimer's Society. This will be accompanied by our working on
the Dementia Friendly Communities project where we hope we can encourage more
people to become Dementia Friends and as many of the local businesses as possible to
join in the discussion. Watch this space!
We have no meeting in February as too many of us are away. However, the World Wide
Wave of Prayer is in February - our slot is Saturday 23rd February 5.05 –5.30pm in St
Peters Church, Marloes, anyone is welcome to join us at the short service of prayer. The
talks programme will resume in March with John Rowe discussing the importance of
meditation in all its many different forms.
Mothers’ Union is a non-denominational group and welcomes all, and despite the name
you do not have to be a mother or even a woman! If you feel like popping in to see how
we operate please do. We normally meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Marloes
Village Hall at 7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.

Friday March 1st

ST DAVID’S DAY CAWL SUPPER
At Walwyn's Castle village hall
starting at 7.30 pm.
Adults £7.50, children £4.50 (primary school age )
Call Wendy on 01437 781 342 to book.
Last day for booking Tuesday February 26th
Choice of home made cawls, breads, cheese and Welsh cakes
Please let us know of any dietary requirements on booking .
Bring your own tipple and glass
"Croeso Cynnes i pawb "

Community Councils
Council for Dog litter bins to be placed by
the Graveyard and behind the Brig Quay
Items from recent meeting(s).
houses down from the Dale
Maintenance.
th
The Councillors village walk on 6 Jan high- Financial report.
The following annual payments were aplighted several maintenance issues in the
proved by the Council.
Village.
One Voice Wales £45; Peninsular Papers
The top of the beach needed to be cleared
after the storms, the stone and wood bench- grant £100; Royal British legion Wreath £75;
es opposite the Yacht Club needed repairing, Fireworks grant £200; M&DPADS grant
and rubbish and gravel to be moved, and the £100.
Dale Community ‘Works Party Day’.
memorial HMS Harrier bench needs a coat
Dale Community Council would like to invite
of preservative. Dale Community Work
members of the Dale community to take
Party are going to tackle these issues.
part in a ‘Works Party Day’ to be held on
There are precarious roadside trees on
rd
Castle Way under the W.I. hut, and Charn- the 23 March 2019.
Date
of
the next meeting Monday 4th March
wood liable to fall onto properties over the
road. Dale Estate is looking into this and the 2019 at 7.00pm. Community residents of Dale
are very welcome to attend and may speak at
owners of Charnwood will be contacted.
the invitation of the Chairman.
The Coronation Hall is in need of a noticeboard and the woodwork on the front porch Contact details: Mrs W. Kehoe.
dalevillagecc@outlook.com
needs repainting.
Highways.
The Clerk still waiting to hear when the PCC Marloes and St Brides
maintenance team will come to rectify the
Items under consideration at the December/
No Entry signs and faded road markings.
January meetings included the following:However a few more issues were found on Planning Matters the Village walk, The yellow grit box oppoNP/18/0666/FUL – Ty Gwyn, Marloes –
site the Yacht Club had moved with the
Section 73A, Sub division of host dwelling –
storms and was full of water, and the grit
It was agreed that the application will regubox on Drift Hill was empty .The ‘New Road larise an existing use of the premises. NaLayout’ sign South of the entrance to the car tional Park asked to consider the future use
park had been there too long and old yellow of the caravan on site, and also asked to
and red road barriers needed to be collect- consider the parking arrangements, to avoid
ed. The flower bed by the toilets was very
on street parking, and any impact on neighovergrown and had not been maintained.
bours.
Wade memorial bench needed to be reNP/18/0706/FUL – Goose Cottage, Marloes
placed.
– Addition of dormer, single storey rear
Car Park.
extension & terrace above. Members noted
The solar car park payment machine had
that no change to the front aspect is planned,
been underwater for a while and needed
and there would be very little visual impact
checking, and an update on a request for a
with the rear alterations, as there are no
new card payment machine for the 2019
near neighbours.
season to be followed up.
NP/18/0754/FUL – Puffin Cottage, Marloes –
Dog fouling.
Erection of detached double garage with
Several requests had been made to the
workshop at rear. National Park have been

Dale

Community Councils
asked if a response can be made after the
February meeting, as the application had
been received very recently, and notice of
planning had not gone on display.
Planning Policy, Wales – Edition 10 – Clerk
had requested a hard copy for Council use,
also a copy of the “Focussed Changes” from
National Park reference the draft Local
Development Plan.
Remembrance Day Events – Letter
received from Mr. Anthony Williams, Royal
British Legion thanking the Community for
the donation of £130.25p towards the work
of the Legion. He wrote that “the display at
the Clock Tower and the involvement of
the young people gave a very personal
connection with those who were transported from this lovely peaceful corner of
Wales to the hell of the battlefields.”
Highway Matters – Further request for
pot holes to be filled again (now done).
Noted that there had been surface water
flooding in the village and at Mullock Bridge
junction before Christmas. County Council
to be asked to fill pot holes in Glebe Lane.
Cllr. Johnson had reported the sewage
issues affecting the Glebe Lane following the
heavy rainfall – further action has been
taken since. Clerk to contact now to ask
what further work will be undertaken.
Clerk to check that two spaces will be
marked for disability vehicle use at the St.
Brides car park. The Council was pleased
to note that the road widening scheme had
started on Herbrandston Hill, and that no
road closure was intended.
National Park matters - Clerk to ask
Dan Wynn, PCNP Ranger to attend the
next meeting to discuss matters relating to
Frankies Lane and other footpaths, and also
dog fouling issues. The Dark Skies event
had been cancelled as Mr. Wynn had been
off work with a broken hand. It is planned
to have a further event later this year.
Finance Matters - Members reviewed

the Budget for 2018/19, and also considered
the budget for 2019/20. The Council is
budgeting £700 for the annual fees for the
Clock Tower, and to set aside sums yearly
for future maintenance requirements.
Payment to the Clerk to increase by £100
to £600 next year. By the end of that year,
the Council will have up to £3000 set aside
for future elections or by-elections as this is
no longer paid by the County Council. £100
was also set aside as a contribution next
year to the replacement of the defibrillator
by the Marloes toilets. Clerk to check
whether an application to the St. Brides Aid
in Sickness fund was planned by the MADPADS Group. Agreed that all other payments can be contained within the planned
budget.
Noticeboard – An application on behalf of
the Village Hall Committee has been prepared by Mr. Mark Burton to the Enhancing
Pembrokeshire Fund. Letters of support
were supplied by the Community Council
and others who would use the Board regularly.
Have your say? - “The Older People’s
Commissioner for Wales wants Wales to
be the best place in the world to grow
older and is currently determining the work
she will undertake over the next three
years to improve the lives of older people.”
To respond to the consultation by 22/02/19
visit www.olderpeoplewales.com
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the
Council will be held on Monday 11th February
2019, 7.30pm at Marloes Village Hall. Community residents of Marloes &St. Brides are
very welcome to attend, and may speak at the
invitation of the Chairman.
See www.marloes.org.uk for further Community
information; minutes of the Community Council
meetings after they are approved, and also
previous copies of Peninsula Papers (excluding
adverts).

County Councillor Peter Morgan advised he
would discuss these with PCC, Highways.
Extracts from the minutes of the meeting
Budget Proposal 2019/20
held at Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall on 9
The Clerk circulated a budget reconciliation
January.
for 2018/19 which included an estimate of
Present
expenses for February to March plus a
Cllrs Ron Davies, Valerie George, Julian
George (Chair), County Cllr Peter Morgan, Budget Proposal for 2019/20. The new
budget included the recommendations from
Apologies
Cllrs Nicholas Lloyd , Geoff Harries, Angela the Wales Audit Office Audit Report for
contingencies but no additional items from
Evans
Councillors or electors.
Defibrillator /Training
Training on the use of the Defibrillator was Precept 2019/20
held in the Village Hall on the 12 December. It was agreed that the Precept for the next
financial year should be set at £4043. This is
The training given was excellent, providing
an increase of £1433 to incorporate statuthose present with easy to follow instructory contingencies to cover Councillor
tions when presented with an emergency.
A full training kit, with instructions, has been Allowances, provision towards future
elections plus a general contingency to
left in the Village Hall for those who were
cover unexpected costs.
unable to attend on the night.
Clerk/RFO Christine Lewis, Tel 01437 781418
Road Flooding
Email walwyns@btinternet.com
Councillor Julian George pointed out that
there were still some flooding issues and

Walwyn’s Castle

Calling all Dale Residents … full and part-time…
As Pembrokeshire County Council appear to be doing less general maintenance
in the village recently, every year there seems to be more left undone.
Dale Community Council are holding a work-party in March but would also like to
encourage residents – both full and part-time – to do their bit for the community by
helping to look after small areas within the village that have been neglected.
Most home-owners cut the roadside verges outside their houses, and some areas are still
regularly strimmed at PCC’s expense, but there are many other neglected verges around
the village that need cutting back a couple of times a year. Volunteers to help with even
small areas would be very welcome.
The flower-bed by the WC needs someone to plant it up and look after it. The HMS
Harrier bench by the Starting Hut needs a coat of preservative. The wall and stone benches outside the yacht club need mending. The grit-boxes need someone to make sure they
are filled. Litter needs collecting. Footpaths, roads, walls, trees, hedges, fences, ditches
and the beach all need looking after – please help!
If you are able to help with ANY (however small) areas within the village, please let our
clerk know – Wendy Kehoe on dalevillagecc@outlook.com or 01646 636721.
Dale Community Council is holding a volunteers work-party on the morning of Saturday
23 March - full details in next month’s PP – please lend a hand if you can.

February Diary
FEBRUARY
Mon 4 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale
Coronation Hall
Sat 9 1400 Dale Fort Wildlife Watch, see advert for details
Mon 11 1900 Rural Wisdom Project, Dale Coronation Hall, (see advert on back
page)
Mon 11 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
Mon 18 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall
Tue 19 1930 Dale WI Crochet Workshop, open session, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Sat 23 1705 MU wave of Prayer, St Peters Marloes
Wed 27 1930 Coastlands History Group, “The Grassholm Saga” by
David Saunders, Marloes Village Hall
MARCH
Fri
1 1930 St David’s Day Cawl Supper, Walwyn's Castle Village Hall (see
advert)
Fri
1 1900 St David’s Day Supper, Coronation Hall Dale
Sun 3 0945 St David’s Beach Clean, Marloes Sands, meet at the car park
Mon 4 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall
Mon 4 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Wed 6 2000 Walwyn’s Castle Community Council, Village Hall, Walwyn’s Castle
Sun 10 1430 Snowdrop Tea, St Ishmael’s Church
Mon 18 1900 for 1930 Dale Social & Film Evening, Dale Coronation Hall
Thu 21
DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall
Fri 22
DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall
Sat 23
Dale Community “Works Party Day”
Sat 23
DADS “Up the garden path”, Dale Coronation Hall
Please also see the adverts for The Brook, The Griffin
and the Sports & Social Club for the many other events
which are too numerous to mention above.

It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events
for inclusion in the diary.

Walwyns Castle
11.00am Messy Church
HE - Holy Eucharist

Robeston West

St Brides

11.00am HE Patronal

9.30am HE

11.00am HE

Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are
welcome to attend the short half hour service of Morning
Prayer held in Marloes at 9am on Wednesday mornings
except during school holidays. The service includes a short
period for quiet reflection, and is usually led by Father Andrew. If you have not been to a Church service for a
while, this simple service may provide an opportunity to
restart your Christian journey

11.00am HE

11.00am HE

11.00pm HE

11.00am HC + PCC

11.00am HE

11.00am HE

St Ishmaels

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

Dale

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

Marloes

February 24th

February 17th

February 10th

February 3rd

February Services

THE WELCOME CLUB
.

Club members look forward to another year of lunches and entertainment spent
with friends old and new. During the past nine months Members enjoyed 20 lunches and a mix of talks, quizzes and outings. Except for lunches the Club continues
to meet at Marloes village hall on Wednesdays at 2.15pm for 2.30pm start. Why
not come along and see what we get up to, meet friends and, perhaps, make new
friends. We are a friendly and sociable crowd and we like a laugh like many others
do. During February the Club has arranged a lunch at “Dylans Restuarant”, St.
Brides Castle, on the 6th; a visit to meet pupils at Coastlands School on the 13th;
lunch at “The Lobster Pot”, Marloes, on the 20th. Already an itinerary is being
drawn up for the coming year so why not come along for a taste of Club activity with the most strenuous that of playing bowls at the Meads Leisure Centre, Milford
Haven. The Club continues to welcome new members. For details contact Mrs. Vi
Parsons on 01646 636380.

POOR SLEEPERS
Some of us suffer, almost always, broken
nights.
Our rest is cracked, discontinuous,
Even has such gaps that we can fall
through
Back into the weave of wakefulness
Which we'd hoped to leave behind on the
bedtime climb:
A sort of sleep, but gappy as rotten old lino
(Which we remember, with its musty lobby
smell, all too well,
From Granny’s house and primary school).
So when, soon after our sore eyes finally
shut, we wake,
We must meet each daybreak heavily
tired…
…Nevertheless sometimes, just sometimes,
We find ourselves in the new morning
Mysteriously inspired with such good
ideas,
They are the full unburden
Of our otherwise lead-weighted predicament.
CJ

Merlin Theatre

Pembrokeshire
College
Full programme :
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk
7TH FEBRUARY JOURNEY’S END 2018 UK
Dir: Saul Dibb Lang: English
Set in a dugout in Aisne in 1918, it is the
story of a group of British officers, led by the
mentally disintegrating young officer Stanhope, variously awaiting their fate.
14TH FEBRUARY THE FLORIDA PROJECT
2017 USA Dir: Sean Baker Lang: Eng/Sp/Port
Set over one summer, the film follows precocious 6-year-old Moonee as she courts mischief and adventure with her ragtag playmates and bonds with her rebellious but
caring mother, all while living in the shadows of Disney World.
21ST FEBRUARY THREE BILLBOARDS OUTSIDE EBBING, MISSOURI 2017 USA (Dir:
Martin McDonagh
Lang: English
In this darkly comic drama, a mother personally challenges the local authorities to solve
her daughter's murder, when they fail to
catch the culprit. Best actress Oscar.

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50
Show starts 7.30 pm Bar opens 6.45pm

COASTLANDS LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
The year started with a swash and a buckle as Terry John gave us his talk on “Pirates in
Pembrokeshire”! It would appear in the 16th century the borderline between what defined a pirate and an honest man was somewhat blurred. The treatment of the pirates was
mixed if the seizure of goods was of significant items, such as one group who seized cannons, the law descended and the perpetrators were punished. I am pleased to say if too
many people were killed then punishment was sure. If on the other hand if the haul was of
goods useful and much prized such as cinnamon, cloth or salt, and very resalable - a blind
eye was turned - for a consideration and share of the spoils or their profit. Those appointed to keep the law were often behind those who “pilfered” the goods - including the
Monarch! Our own Sir John Perrot was not without sin in this matter it would appear. An
altogether fascinating insight into some rather bumbling pirating much enjoyed by the large
audience. While refreshments were served, many present took the opportunity to ask
further questions. A challenge to follow, but we attempt it with a talk by our old friend
David Saunders, a previous Warden on Skomer, discussing “The Grassholm Saga”. How
the rest of the year pans out is in the programme for 2019 which is now out and ready for
all who join or rejoin this year. Membership remains the same - £5.00 a year, all are most
welcome to join. Our talks are usually open to all but some are members only and as a
member you would be able to attend some extra events only available to the membership.
The Old Stables Heritage Centre is open on Thursday 10-12 as stated in the separate
advert. The exhibition season will start at the end of April, with our opening exhibition
“Harrier Years - Radar at Kete.”- a working title so far! The exhibition will show what
took place at HMS Harrier and RAF Kete - famous people were posted there - come in
and find out! If you have any items you think might be of interest to us please do come
along as we would love to see them. We never keep originals - photos we take copies of
and items we log so we know where they are - under whose bed - if they fit an exhibition
topic. So please be in touch.
For more details please contact Yvonne 636251 or Margaret 636295 or any of the other
trustees.

Dale Amateur Dramatic Society
invites you

UP THE GARDEN PATH
for an evening of songs, comedy,
dance, and drama

Dale Coronation Hall
Thursday

21st

March Friday 22nd March Saturday 23rd
March

Social & Film Evenings
Winter – Spring Season
Great Monday Night Out
Dale Coronation Hall
Refreshments from 7pm
Films start 7.30pm
Free Admission - Refreshments Donations
welcome
FILMS TO BE SHOWN

04 Feb

1958 War film with John Mills looking forward to a lager in Alexandria.
18 Feb
1948 Film based on G. Greene story
with R. Richardson as a young boy’s
hero.
04 March 1952 Western with Gary Cooper as a
Marshall torn between love and duty.
18 March 1952 Crime drama with Marlon Brando
as docker drawn into mob violence.
01 April 1987 Rom Com based on Cyrano de
Bergerac starring Steve Martin.
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to
our mailing list.

St James Church, Dale, present:

St David’s Day Supper on Friday
March 1st
Featuring Dave Owen

Corona:on Hall, Dale
at 7.00 pm.
£8.00 / head. Under 12’s £5.00.

Dale WI
Members ended the year with their Christmas Dinner held at the Jubilee Suite, Dale Hall.
We were joined by former members, and a delicious meal was rounded off with carols,
with Ira Hemingway accompanying with the music.
At the business/social meeting on the 8th January we considered the shortlist of resolutions put forward by members from across England and Wales - individual members then
decided what their choice was, and these votes are totalled together across all the
Federations to decide on the main topic to be debated at the AGM to be held at
Bournemouth in June 2019. We were looking forward to the talk by Chris Taylor at the
Open Meeting on the 22nd January to learn about “Albatross in Peril”.
By the February Business/Social meeting on the 5th the programme for the year will have
been finalised, and plans for the summer outing in June underway.
The second February meeting will be as follows:Crochet Workshop - 19th February 2019, 7.30pm – Jubilee Suite, Dale – This will be an
open session led by Jackie Wetton from Marloes. Many of the poppies last year were
crocheted, and there was some interest around the villages for guidance on crochet
work. All will be welcome (of any age) from surrounding villages, and transport can be
arranged if required. Please bring a crochet hook and spare balls of wool, and we will see
if we will have enough squares at the end of the evening to make up into a small blanket.
If you can already crochet, then please also come along as the more people present to
guide beginners will be very welcome. Light refreshments will be served.
More a crochet and chat evening, than a knit and natter.
For further information please contact Yvonne Evans on 01646 636251
A new face at Marloes
Sands…
… a new rock face, that
is. This is the cliff corner
just south of the Three
Chimneys, looking completely different since that
pointed spur shed many
hundreds of tons of rock
recently, all at once,
completely burying the
pebbly nook below.
As is her wont Mother
Nature did not submit a
planning application; nor
did she post any warning
notices, nor rope off the
area and have safety
stewards attending. Just
CRASH!!! – and that was
it, job done.
CJ

BEACH CLEANING NEWS
Report on the Marloes Sands Midwinter Beach Clean, 27th December: We could not
have wished for better weather: after so much gloom, glorious sunshine! There was a
very good turn-out, and both older and younger volunteers worked extremely hard:
thank you, everyone. The total gather was 50 sacks equivalent, including large and
dif+icult items such as pallets and a ship’s fender plate (see photo). As always, many
thanks to the Smithies family (Trehill Farm) for their quad bike haulage efforts.
BEACH CLEAN FOR SAINT DAVID
There will be a Marloes Sands beach clean on Sunday 3rd March, meet at the car park
9.45 AM for setting off at 10.00
As always – all come at own risk, and U16s must be accompanied.
VOLUNTARY BEACH CLEANING - GENERAL REQUEST
The Marloes & St Brides community is very grateful to anyone cleaning our beaches –
but we ask people to please not leave gatherings at the foot of Sandy Lane by the
footbridge or at the Matthew Slade steps (Marloes Sands), or anywhere above Musselwick Sands:
- there is no arrangement for rubbish collection from these points;
- stashed rubbish immediately becomes a health hazard because dog poo bags get
added;
- the wind often scatters the rubbish into the undergrowth.
If you can, please bag rubbish and take it home. Note that the County Council will take
the red Keep Wales Tidy sacks on general rubbish collection days.

Bees, wasps and hornets are great
Bees get a good press, unlike wasps – we’ve expressions such as ‘the bee’s knees’, ‘busy as
a bee’, and ‘honey is the nectar of the gods’. Honeybees were first domesticated in Ancient Egypt sometime before 2600 BCE, and selective breeding means the European honeybee makes an abundance of honey. Their complex social life has been widely studied including the famous waggle dance, when a successful forager shares information on the
direction and distance of a food source.
Bumblebees are big furry bees; the queens hibernate underground and we often see them
in early Spring before they nest. Honeybees, wild bees and bumblebees are important
pollinators, and the bumblebee has a trick up its sleeve, it buzz pollinates. Some flowers
don’t make their pollen freely available and the bumblebee contracts its flight muscles to
produce strong vibrations, “resulting in a bee-covering explosion of nutritious pollen grains from
the tip of the anther. The bee will comb most of these pollen grains from her fur and into her
pollen baskets on her hind legs, but a few lucky grains will be missed and will go on to fertilise one
of the next flowers she visits”. (Bumblebee Conservation Trust)
If you google wasps and hornets all you see is how to exterminate them which is very
unfair. Wasps are apex predators and without them the world could be over run with
spiders, flies and other insects. In the UK there are over 7,000 wasp species, including the
largest the hornet. Each summer the 9 species of social wasps in the UK capture an estimated 14 million kilos of insect prey that they chop up to feed their young, while many of
the solitary wasps lay their eggs in spiders or insects.
Adult wasps only feed on sugars from aphids or flowers, which is
why they visit our picnics and pubs when they no longer need to
feed young. They effectively retire and then we swat them. What we
should do is put a saucer of sugared water out for them and a card
wishing them a happy retirement.
RP

The Old Stables Heritage Centre

WINTER OPENING
****** THURSDAY *****
10.00am -12 noon.
If you wish to visit The Heritage
Centre at any other time please
contact Margaret 636295.

ST ISHMAELS SPORTS CLUB
The Sports Club enjoyed a very good Christmas and New Year with many social events
during December.
Many thanks to Mrs. Kerry Hastings, Mrs. Marlene Cheshire and Mrs. Moira Hawkins
for running and organising prizes for the Christmas Bingo and thanks to everyone who
donated prizes.
The next event in December was the Christmas Curry and Quiz Night, organised by
Mrs. Marlene Cheshire and Mrs. Karen Hawkins. Thanks to them both for their efforts.
We are grateful to Santa (Mr. Jeff Bowen) and his helpful elf (Mrs. Debbie Cheshire)
for making the very well attended Children’s Christmas Party a great success.
Boxing Day saw the over 40s versus the under 40s football match. The over 40s
played very well until the last quarter, when maturity began to take its toll. The younger side eventually triumphed 9-1.
68 prizes were won by lucky ticket holders in The Annual Christmas Raffle.
We would like to thank Mr. Glyn Thomas for providing very good discos for the
Christmas and New Year events.
The club is grateful to those who worked hard behind the bar over the holiday period
and to Mrs. Karen Hawkins and Mrs. Tanya Duffield for keeping the place clean and tidy
throughout the festive season.
(Upcoming events over the page)

Bird Feeders in January
Making bird feeders this month was really well attended despite the cold
weather. 7 young Wildlife Watchers met at Dale Fort to learn about the
food requirements of birds on Saturday morning. We collectively identified seven different foods that birds eat: seeds, nuts, bread, cheese, lard,
berries, and sweetcorn.
Some of our Wildlife Watchers also cleverly identified 12 different garden bird species: several finches, a couple of tits and a Dunnock to name a few.
Next month the meeting will be on Saturday 9th February at Dale Fort at 2pm for
a Gruffalo Trail around one of the local trails.
For more information about the group, visit the Dale Fort Watch Group webpage www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/watchgroups/dale-fort. To book a place, contact Dale Fort
Field Centre on 01646 636 205 or email ea.df@field-studies-council.org

Forthcoming events at
St Ishmaels S&S Club:
February 23rd: Quiz and Curry
Night
March 30th: Hypnotist and Disco;
not to be missed (Entrance £7.00)
April 13th: Easter Bingo
“February Fill-dykes”

April 21st: Easter-Egg Hunt

Calling Dale, Marloes
and St Ishmaels!
Question:
Could life be made even better in
this beautiful part of Pembs by
getting the small, achievable things done?
Question:
If you had a dedicated project worker, fully-funded and ready to
work with community members, to help get activities off the
ground or rejuvenate existing ones, what would you like to tackle?

This could become a reality…..
The Rural Wisdom project (Lottery-funded, delivered by Volunteering Matters),
is visiting Dale to find out more about the area and whether the project is right
for it. Come along to a public meeting at the
Coronation Hall on 7pm on Monday 11th February – everyone is welcome.
Rachel Evans, local project worker, will tell you all about the Rural Wisdom
project, hear about the hopes of local people and share information about developments in the project’s first area (Milford Haven).

Do look up the following links if you are interested:
https://volunteeringmatters.org.uk/category/wales/
http://ruralwisdom.org/category/wales/

Welsh, one of 6,909, 6,908, 6,907 … languages
There are nearly 7000 languages and every week or two, one small language dies. It dies
because it becomes irrelevant, because it’s only spoken by a few people. Ninety five
percent of languages have fewer than 1 million speakers, Papua New Guinea has 847
languages and a population of 5 million, while there are 908 million for whom Mandarin
Chinese is their first language and English has 378 million. Once Welsh and Gaelic speakers were viewed not only as backward, but dangerous too as language underpins nationhood. Wales’ union with England was under Henry V111; the Act ruled that English
should be the only language of the courts in Wales, and that the use of Welsh would
debar anyone from administrative office. Its intention was to: utterly to extirpe alle and
singular the sinister usages and customs of Wales. Only 500,000 people (19% of the population) in Wales speak Welsh, but it’s taught in schools and embedded as it is, it is a living
language. In 1603 George Owen produced his Description of Penbrokshire, describing south
Pembrokeshire as English speaking; here on the Peninsula we are still part of English
speaking Little England beyond Wales.
Welsh has three major dialects, words and grammatical patterns which are specific to a
region and in Little England beyond Wales there was a local dialect too, similar to dialects
in SW England. Languages evolve and dialects die; English is the global lingua franca,
estimated to have at least 1.2 billion speakers, so British Standard English is a minority
language. To succeed in the contemporary world it’s essential to be fluent in one of the
major languages, English, French, Spanish or Mandarin. Globalisation and the internet are
hastening our reliance on a few languages so even Icelandic is under threat. Can a language like Welsh, which is taught and spoken, survive or will it have no more than a
cultural role?
RP

Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Please let the editor have any comments or amendments to this list.
Group
Dale WI
Peninsula Songsters
Tai Chi Class
Welcome Club - Over 60
Mothers Union
Coastlands History Grp
Table Tennis
Bowls
Social and Film evenings
Little Nippers
Quilting Group

Usual day/time
1st & 3rd Tues
7:30
Tues 7:30
Mon 5:30
Wed pm
2nd Tues
See Diary
Thurs evenings
Tues evenings
Mon evenings
Oct - March
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
Mon 2:00 - 4:30

Where

Contact

Jub, Dale
MV Hall
MV Hall
MV Hall
MV Hall
Various
DC Hall
DC Hall

Harriet Bishop 636668
Emma Halls 636932
Glenys Cullen 636257
Vi Parsons 636380
Bridget Lister 636274
Harriet Bishop 636668
Anne Meeke 636716
Cath Gandee 636492
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
636463
Alison Thomas 693838
Carol Cawley 636447

DC Hall
School
Jub, Dale

The Wren
When asked which is the most common breeding bird in
the UK, most people never consider suggesting the
Wren – perhaps Woodpigeon, Starling, House Sparrow,
even Chaffinch but the Wren just seems to, almost
literally, fly under most people’s radar. However, there
are about 8.5 million pairs of Wrens in the UK which
makes it the most common bird by far (next is the
Chaffinch with 6.2 million pairs). The reason why it is
the most common bird is that you find it everywhere. From seashores to moorlands,
gardens, woodlands, stream-sides, industrial sites and the centre of towns, all a Wren
needs is plenty of cover and lots of nooks and crannies in which to search for food.
They manage to find spiders, woodlice, flies, beetles and ants in such places all the
year round, though they can struggle in very cold winters and the population famously
plummeted after the very cold and snowy winter of 1963.
In many respects they resemble a small mammal rather than a bird – most of the time
they are out of our view, ferreting and fossicking around in low-down hidden places.
And although they are slightly reluctant fliers, they can sometimes be seen whizzing
along on short flights, especially when feeding young. All you see is a small brown oval
shape, flying directly and fast, with a brown blur of wings either side.
Stephen Moss has just written a book about Wrens and he found that when he mentioned the subject of his book to non-birdwatching friends, most of them claimed
never to have seen one. This is pretty extraordinary as there are Wrens in pretty
well every garden in the UK. You just have to keep your eyes open and look away
from the bird feeder as Wrens rarely come to artificial food, even when you try to
put out suitable food (e.g. mealworms) in cold weather.
Those people who claim never to have seen a Wren must certainly have heard one. It
is pretty well impossible to avoid hearing Wrens! They have a ridiculously loud song
for the size of bird, and it is a fast, musical warble with a trill in the middle (the trill
often sounds to me a like a machine gun firing!). If you want to hear an example, just
Google “RSPB Wren” - there is a soundtrack and video on the RSPB Wren page.
Wrens are singing in our gardens now but once they reach their peak of enthusiasm
in the Spring it is a good time to look for them – sometimes they will sing from a
perch right out in the open and give us a chance to get a really good view.
Our British Wren is the single example of its family in the “Old World” and it is
common all through Europe and across northern Asia. Strangely, all the other members of the Wren family are in the Americas, where there are 92 more species, some
larger and more colourful than ours but all with similarly musical songs.
There are masses more interesting things to say about Wrens but I have run out of
space. If you want to know more you could always buy the book referenced above
“The Wren: A Biography” by Stephen Moss. Or maybe I’ll do “Wrens part II” next
month by which time our garden Wren will be singing at full volume!
Rosemary Royle
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