
Woodpigeons 

On 30th November I received an email as follows:  

“There are literally hundreds of wood pigeons sitting in the sun in 

the tall trees behind our house. Is that normal? We normally have 

2!” 

Well, the answer is, as usual, yes and no! 

In the summer it is very likely that you may have two Woodpigeons 

in your garden, doing their best to raise one or two chicks on a 
ridiculously flimsy nest platform of twigs in a low tree or large shrub. 

(The nest is so flimsy that you can often look up through it and see 
the egg or chick, and how it all stays together when a sitting 
Woodpigeon takes off with the familiar clatter of wings I shall never know!). 

In the winter your garden Woodpigeons may monopolise the bird feeders, especially if you put out food on a 

table. But they are also happy to take the fallen food from seed feeders.  

But in the winter, something else happens too.  Woodpigeons form into flocks, which may be very large, and 

roam around feeding on kale, cabbages, newly sown seeds and other goodies which make them rather 

unpopular with farmers. (The garden veg. patch is also not immune to this appetite for juicy green leaves.) 
Incidentally farmers are allowed to shoot pigeons in order to restrict damage to crops but the law is quite 
complicated – you can’t just pop at a passing pigeon for fun.  

Some of these large flocks are not local. I quote from the BTO website 

“From late October through most of November, large flocks, sometimes numbering in the tens of thousands, 

can be seen on migration, flying high and south on clear, sunny days. Where they are going is open to debate 
but many thousands arrive in the Iberian Peninsula at this time.” These flocks are assumed to be from 

Scandinavia and Eastern Europe where there is little for a Woodpigeon to eat in the winter.  

Three last Woodpigeon thoughts. Do you know how to recognise a Woodpigeon’s call? Many people confuse 

the call with the Collared Dove but Woodpigeons have a longer and more complex sequence of notes 
consisting of a “tune” of about 5 notes – coo coooo coo, coo coo – which is repeated 5 or 6 times and ends 

rather suddenly with s single “cuck” note.  They also make a low growling noise when on the nest.  

And do you know how to recognise a young Woodpigeon? It looks just like an adult – same size, same 

plumage – except that it does not have the white mark on the side of the neck.  

And lastly, these attractive pink and grey birds feed their young on “pigeon milk”  - this is a secretion from the 

lining of the crop of parent birds that is regurgitated to young birds. This is because the young birds would not 
be able to digest the parents’ usual diet of seeds.  
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