
More on Curlews (from information supplied by Mike Sherman) 

“In 2015 we decided to monitor the Curlews around the Gann and agreed on a colour ring project 
which was supported with a generous grant from the Crown Estate. In that time, we have colour-
ringed 40 Curlew at the Gann (+ 2 colour-ringed in mid-Wales and seen at the Gann.) We still have 
further data to interrogate covering the last couple of years, so the database is still very fluid. 

Of these 42 individuals, there have been 420 field re-sightings and 4 
recaptures. 

76% of individuals have been re-encountered at least once, and one 
individual, ringed at the start of the project in October 2015 has been 
seen 51 times in total and in every year since ringing, back at the Gann.  

Some individuals return to moult and/or spend the winter in the Gann 
each year, while some pass through to wintering grounds further south 
such as Devon (Dawlish), Brittany and the west coast of France, where 
they have been recorded over several years suggesting that birds are 
faithful to a network of sites during the year. 

The breeding grounds of many of the individuals remains unknown but 
at least one breeds annually near Brecon, returning to the same breeding site having wintered at the 
Gann. Another has been recorded on breeding grounds in Yorkshire. 

Whilst the numbers of colour ringed Curlew at the Gann seem low in comparison to the many 
numbers seen there, it does show how powerful a tool a colour-ring project can be. 

The field sightings are the core of the project and it is therefore very important that if you see a 
colour ringed Curlew (or any other wader) please contact Mike Sherman who can log the report and 
provide you with specific details about that bird you have     sighted. A colour-ringed bird will have a 
coloured ring with two large digits on it – either number or letters – on one leg above the “knee” and 
a small coloured ring on the other leg. There will also be a metal ring below the colour ring but these 
are hard to see being grey on a grey leg!  

You can also log the sighting on the Pembrokeshire Bird Blog.  

The contact details are:  Mike Sherman, mike@deer.co.uk 

PS We have also colour ringed Whimbrel, Oystercatcher, Redshank and Bar-tailed Godwit.  Whilst 
carrying out the above colour ring project, we have also ringed (using BTO metal rings only) 15 other 
species of wader. Grey Plover, Lapwing, Ringed Plover, Black-tailed Godwit, Turnstone, Knot, Ruff, 
Curlew Sandpiper, Dunlin, Purple Sandpiper, Common Sandpiper, Green Sandpiper, Greenshank, Jack 
Snipe and Snipe.” 

Rosemary Royle 
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