Plants on walls

A few days ago | was helping Peter take down a sign at Marloes
Church so that it could be updated. Whilst there | noticed a
plant growing in the wall which | had never noticed before. It ~ ~
was a lovely green mound of tiny little leaves and seemed to be
growing in the shadier and damper corners of the wall. | looked |
it up and found that it was Mind-your-own-business. | suppose |
must have seen it before but | has never registered. It is
apparently originally from southern Europe and can be grown
as a pot plant in bathrooms! It is invasive but can be easily
pulled up if necessary. However it looks very nice on the walls
— like a neat green cushion — so | won’t be suggesting its
removal anytime soon.

o, 7

Later the same day at Runwayskiln | noticed a cute leafy little fern
growing on the rear wall of the building, and then spotted lots of pretty
- little wiry-stemmed ferns on the pigsties. A bit of research indicated

» that the first one was Rustyback — it does indeed have rusty backs to

%“ | have mild and wet weather here — just like a bathroom!

Perhaps the most charismatic wall plant is
g4 Navelwort. Navelwort is a common plant
2 in the Pembrokeshire hedge-banks but also
seems to thrive on walls — the picture here !
is of a plant on the Marloes churchyard wall. Again it is a plant of the wet west, and
visitors from further east in the UK seem to find it quite intriguing. Of course if
you are going to live in a very dry location such as a wall, it helps to have plenty of
rain!

The lvy-leaved Toadlflax is a very pretty little thing, and my flower book describes
its habitat as “rocks and walls” which is correct, though in our garden it also
branches out over the gravel path where it looks quite charming. Again this plant
came originally from southern Europe.

And how can | write about plants on walls without mentioning the Red Valerian in
Dale. It grows elsewhere of course, but the display on Castle Way in Dale is simply stunning. There are dark
red and white plants as well as the usual red, and the whole thing is just dazzling.
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