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Dear All,
I am not looking forward to tomorrow. By the time you read this it will
have been a while ago, but as I write, tomorrow is the funeral of a teenage
suicide victim and we have been asked to go to the funeral and stay behind
to be there for any of the young people who will attend who may need
someone to listen or to pray with them.
Whatever the facts of this particular case, the mental health of our
young people is a scandal. There have been news stories recently about
self-harm and depression and how the young people of Britain are more
miserable than their peers in other nations.
So how can we help them? And let’s be honest. It is not just the young,
so how can we help all of ourselves to a better sense of well being. The
New Economics Foundation researched five simple ways that appear to really help. They are
Connect - Put time and effort into your relationships with others.
Be active - Take exercise, get some fresh air.
Take notice - Take an interest in who and what is around you.
Learn - Find out something new.
Give - Do something for someone else.
All this can be found in the teachings of Jesus (except maybe the exercise
stuff) - do to others as you would have them do to you, consider the lilies
of the field, it is better to give than to receive. So as Lent is now on us,
why not try something new this year? Why not try the five simple ways for
yourself and encourage them in someone else, particularly someone young?
The journey of Lent is, after all, a journey through suffering to joy,
With our best wishes,
Andrew and Rhiannon
Coming Soon:

Ash Wednesday, March 1st: Morning Prayer with Imposi5on of Ashes at
9.00am in Marloes and 6.00pm Eucharist with Imposi5on of Ashes in Dale.
On Tuesdays in Lent, starting March 7th there will be Lenten Lunches in the
Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall, Dale. In aid of PLANT DEWI

St Ishmaels Church News
Due to the wet weather that we
have experienced during the last
few weeks, work at the Church has
been delayed and regrettably we
have to cancel our proposed Snowdrop Tea. We now hope that Tree
& Sons will hand back the
Church to us on 17th March which
should give us time to get cleaned
up ready for our Mothering Sunday
Service at 4.00pm on the 26th ~~~~
We also have a Fund Raising concert planned for April 8th when the
Peninsula Songsters and JJ & the
Barn ‘Owlers will perform for our
entertainment.
Richard Neale
‘ Please like our Facebook Page, St Ishmael’s Church.’

LENTEN LUNCHES

St Ishmaels Church
Mothering Sunday Family
Service

Come and join us
26th March at 4pm
Amongst other things we will be making small gi&s and singing some songs

EVERY TUESDAY 12-2.00pm
from 7th MARCH - 4th APRIL
JUBILEE SUITE, CORONATION
HALL, DALE
In aid of PLANT DEWI a community development project in the
Diocese of St Davids working
alongside children, young people
and their families to pass on skills
and knowledge to enable them to
improve their quality of lives. This
is done through family centres,
dads groups, parenting classes as
well as offering support to
individuals.

Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are welcome to attend the short half
hour service of Morning Prayer held at 9am on Wednesday mornings except during
school holidays. The service includes a short period for quiet reflection, and is usually
led by Father Andrew. If you have not been to a Church service for a while, this simple
service may provide an opportunity to restart your Christian journey

The Peninsular Songsters
and J J & the Barn ‘Owlers
Present a Charity Concert for
all musical tastes at Marloes Village Hall

In aid of St Ishmael’s Church
April 8th @ 7.00pm
£4.00 adults £2.00 minors
Payable at the door
Refreshments & Raffle
Mothers' Union.
We had a break during February as rather too many of us were away!
However, we come back with a bang. Rev. Don Macgregor is coming to discuss how God
and Science can coexist. Don comes from a science background - he threatened a talk on
Quantum Physics - and will be looking at God and Consciousness. If you recall the talk
Janet Walters gave us last year, Don was one of those she mentioned as having an influence
on her journey of faith.
We are also going to arrange a fund raiser for projects run by the MU at home and abroad.
So watch this space for more details of what and where.
The prospect of becoming Dementia Friendly Communities is also in our sights, and we
will be arranging for Marcia Vale to come and talk to those of you who run businesses in
our communities to see what it will actually involve.......again watch this space.
The Mothers' Union is open to all, you do not have to be a mother, or even a woman to join!
We meet on the second Tuesday in the month in Marloes Village Hall at 7.30pm.
For more details contact Harriet (636668) or Bridget (636274).

St Patrick
Captured by pirates, but they didn’t look like Johnny Depp…
March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day and anyone with the smallest claim to be Irish will
be celebra5ng. Patrick is unusual as he is one of the few saints, indeed one of
the very few people from 5th century who has le? us an account of his own life.
It is a great and terrifying adventure story. He came from a town on the West
Coast of Britain just at the 5me when the Roman empire was collapsing. His
grandfather was a Chris5an priest and his father a deacon and a town councillor.
As a bored teenager, Patrick strayed too far from home and was stolen by pirates who were traﬃcking people from Britain into slavery in Ireland.
He was sold in the slave market and spent six years passed from person to
person. One of his jobs was herding pigs, living with them and feeding them.
During this 5me, he remembered all the things he had been taught about faith
but had never taken to heart and he learnt to pray. This gave him the courage to
escape.
He made a 200 mile journey across Ireland and ﬁnally le? the country on a
boat taking greyhounds to be sold in France.
You would think a?er all that he would never set foot in Ireland again, but he
began to feel inside him a voice, not his own, but the voice of God’s spirit, praying for Ireland. Eventually he answered that call and returned to teach the Chris5an faith in Ireland. At Whitesands Bay stood a chapel to mark the spot from
which he set out.
His mission was hugely successful, the stuﬀ of legends. It changed Ireland. So
on St. Patrick’s Day everyone Irish will have good cause to drink some Guinness
to someone with every reason to hate, who had the courage to do good to
those who had oppressed him.

Friends Against Scams
On Wednesday afternoon 15th February, Marloes Welcome Club had a presentation
by Trading Standards on the different types of scams: letters, phone calls, e-mails,
etc., and how to deal with them. We qualified as a club to be Friends Against Scams
and to help deal with it in our community. This is a government initiative countrywide
and we are the first club in Pembrokeshire to become members. If you receive a
scam could you please let us know so that Trading Standards can be made aware of
what is going on in our area, and can give any help needed. Contact Vi or Keith Parsons on 01646 736380 or any member of Marloes Welcome Club and we will pass on
your concerns so that they may be dealt with.

WALWYNS CASTLE
St Davids Cawl supper get-together in Walwyns Castle village hall, Friday
March 3rd, 7.30 pm . Home-made Cawl, Bara Brith and Welsh cakes. Bring your
own tipple. Adults £7.00, under 11yrs £3.00 Pre-booking essential, contact Wendy on 01437 781342
Diary dates
Walwyns Castle church, Spring Social film night, Friday March 24th, film will be
“The Hundred Foot Journey” starring Helen Mirren. 7.30 pm in the village hall,
with light refreshments.
Walwyns Castle Choir concert, Thursday April 6th, featuring Neyland Ladies Choir, plus instrumental. Followed by refreshments in the village hall. Starts
7.30 pm. Tickets or entry on the door, £7.50 call Jayne on 01437 781575 or Kate
on 01437 781270

Community Councils
Dale
No meeting in February

Marloes and St Brides
Items under consideration at the February
meeting included the following:Highway Matters – Problems with the
Mullock Culvert have been passed to Mr.
Mathias in the Bridges Dept. of Highways for
consideration. Cllr. Owens has not heard
back as yet reference parking problems at
Gaylane Terrace, or about a proposed
20mph speed limit within the 30mph limit in
Marloes Village. Clerk advised Cllr. Owens
that the road surface problems in the Glebe
Lane were between Green Meadow Close
and Glebe House – not just one pothole.
Later in the meeting Cllr. Owens advised
that there will be a road widening scheme
at the top end of Herbrandston hill to allow
for two cars to pass, but not all the narrow
section will be done.
Planning Matters - NP/16/0633/FUL –
Square Farm – Refurbishment of existing
cattle barn to form garden room, study &
WC – Cllrs. Smithies and Jessop together
with County Cllr. Owens reported on the
discussions at the Development Control
meeting. Noted that National Park will undertake a site meeting later in February, and
the Community Council will ask if they can
attend.
NP/16/0638/NMA – The Green (now Limenaraki) - Form D consent has been received for the amendments – this did not
include the colour of the windows and front
elevation which did not require planning
consent. Since the meeting, the applicant
has advised the Council that she will be
reinstating any damage to the Village Green
caused by delivery vehicles.
NP/17/0024/LBA – Cranford, St. Brides Addition of 5 Roof lights - Members noted
that the use of conservation grade skylights
is highly appropriate, and that their position

on both the west and east of the roof
should not detract from the listed building.
NP/17/0049/FUL – Wood Cottage, St. Brides
– Demolition of attached garage and rear
single storey extension. Construction of
single storey extension to northern west
elevation, and one and a half storey extension to rear elevation, plus roof lights.
Members considered this would be a sympathetic conversion of an older dwelling and
also suggested there was an opportunity for
solar collections on the new extension with
the south facing roof.
Place Plans – Clerk to ask Martina Dunn,
PCNPA whether such Plans will form part
of the planning for the new Local Development Plan. Clerk to apologise that no one
had been available to attend the Planning
Aid joint meeting in Dale on the 14th February because of the short notice.
Financial Matters – Clerk advised the
Council of the various responses that had
been received from the Wales Audit Office,
One Voice Wales and from the Welsh Government minister Mark Drayford who had
responded to a letter from Paul Davies AM
in relation to the invoice for £141 for the
Audit Fee – this was £61 more than last
year when the Council had been charged
£80. After discussion, it was agreed that
they reluctantly authorise the Clerk to
make the payment, but to continue to press
for a change in policy on the price structure.
At present it appeared that the small Councils were disadvantaged, to the benefit of
the large Councils.
Clock Tower – Clerk to advise Mr. & Mrs.
Almond that the Clock would be silenced as
in previous years from May 15th to September 15th from midnight to 5pm inclusive.
However, in light of the local concern expressed previously on this matter the Council would not agree to a further silencing
from 13th April 2017 to 2nd May 2017. Cllr.
Smithies advised he had had discussions
continued on next page

Community Councils
with Smiths of Derby about having the
maintenance undertaken on a biannual basis.
They had agreed to this, but advised the biannual fee would show a small increase, and
there would be a set fee for an emergency
call out. Members instructed Cllr. Smithies
to agree to this proposal, but it was agreed
that the efficient working of the Clock
should not be compromised, and if necessary
they would revert to an annual service. Payment of £193.25 to the NFU for the insurance for the Clock Tower and Clock mechanism was approved. The Clerk to check with
AON Insurance that the public liability on
this policy covers the public use of the facility during the summer months.
Paul Davies AM – It was agreed that Mr.
Davies is invited to attend the April 10th
meeting of the Council. Areas for discussion
to be agreed at the March meeting.
Community Council & County Council
elections – Election Day will be on Thursday 4th May 2017. It was noted that there
will be three members of Council who will
not be standing for re-election. Local residents are urged to consider whether they
would become a local Councillor – advice
can be provided. Residents are also urged to
ensure they are registered to vote – see
County Council website for details.
NEST – This is a Welsh Government
Warm Homes Scheme – The Scheme
provides advice on saving energy, money
management, energy tariffs, and benefit entitlement. You could qualify for free home
energy efficiency improvements such as a
new central heating boiler or insulation if:You own or privately rent your home.
You or someone you live with receives a
means tested benefit.
You live in a home that is hard to heat.
Contact NEST on Freephone 0808 808
2244, or visit nestwales.org.uk for further
information.

Next Meeting – The next meeting of the Council
will be held on Monday 13th March, 7.30pm at
Marloes Village Hall. Local electors of Marloes
& St. Brides are welcome to attend and may
address the meeting at the invitation of the
Chairman.

St Ishmaels
Recently discussed items include:
Valero Pembroke Refinery CHP Cogeneration Unit Project Mr. Will James
and Mr. Stephen Thornton of the Refinery
Public Affairs Dept. attended the meeting to
discuss the proposed plan for the above.
The 45 megawatt unit under review by Valero will provide power to the refinery, as
well as supplement the refinery’s steam demand. Valero are at the early stages with
this proposal and will not make a final decision until next year.
Jubilee Gardens & Playpark The playpark is temporarily closed until repairs to
equipment have been completed. Could
parents please ensure children do not enter
cordoned off area.
Toilets Councillor C. Jenkins and Clerk
propose to meet with Pembs. County Council to review the overall cost of keeping the
toilets open during Spring/Summer period.
Highways Path between Lindsway Villas
and Trewarren Close needs maintenance
and clearing of moss as do the pavements
along Lindsway Villas.
Refuse Bin/Waste Bin The request for a
waste bin to be situated near the church has
been refused as Pembs. County Council are
no longer providing bins.
The next meetings will be held Monday 13th
March 2017 @ 1900hrs.
Members of the community are welcome to
attend.
Clerk to the Council :- Lynda Thomas Tel:
01646 636 298.
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St David’s Day and Ash Wednesday - see
opposite for Ash Wednesday Services
1930 St David’s Cawl Supper get-together, Walwyn's Castle village hall,
contact Wendy on 01437 781342
1030 - 1230 St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club Big Potato Challenge launch
1730 “The Moorings”, Dale re-opens with “Opening Evening Celebrations”
1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall, see advert
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall
1930 Marloes and St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1930 Mother’s Union “God and Consciousness” by the Rev Don Macgregor,
Marloes Village Hall
2030 Fundraiser for Marloes Play Area - Irish Music at the Lobster Pot, Marloes
Irish Black Friday Supper, The Moorings, Dale
1200 onwards “Camille’s Pizza & Pasta” open day, Shamrolee, Marloes
1930 Coronation Hall Film Club, Coronation Hall, see advert
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
Rackhouse Pilfer at the St Ishmaels S&S Club
1930 Walwyns Castle Spring Social film night with refreshments, Village Hall
Mother’s Day Carvery, The Moorings, Dale
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1900 DADS “The Pantobury Tales”, Dale Coronation Hall
1930 DADS “The Pantobury Tales”, Dale Coronation Hall

APRIL
Sat
1
Sat
1
Tue 4
Thu 6
Thu 6
Sat

0900 onwards, Dale Fort Field Centre Marine Symposium
1930 DADS “The Pantobury Tales”, Dale Coronation Hall
1200 Lenten Lunch, Jubilee Suite, Dale
1800 Coastlands PTA Easter Bingo, St Ishmaels S&S Club
1930 Walwyns Castle Choir Concert with Neyland Ladies Choir plus
instrumentals
8 1930 Musical concert for all tastes, in aid of St Ishmaels Church, Marloes
Village Hall

It is the responsibility of each organisation to
inform the editor of events for inclusion in the
diary

HE - Holy Eucharist
MP - Morning Prayer

11.00am HE

11.00am HE

Walwyns Castle

9.30am HE

11.00am MP

11.00am HE and Messy
Church

4.00pm Mothering Sunday

11.00am HE

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

11.00am HE
9.30am HE

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

9.30am HE

11.00am HE
11.00amHE
9.30am HE

March 26th

March 19th

March 12th

St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West

Dale

Marloes

March 5th

9.00am MP with imposi5on of Ashes
6.00pm HE with imposi5on of Ashes
9.30am HE

Ash Wednesday
March 1st

March Services

Wednesdays at St
Peters. Marloes.
Short Morning
Prayer at 9:00 am
(except school
holiday weeks)

Film Club
Spring Season
CHOSEN BY YOU
Doors open 7 pm Films start 7.30 pm
Mondays Corona7on Hall, Dale
Admission free Refreshments Dona7ons welcome
06/03
20/03

1956 musical starring Audrey Hepburn & Fred Astaire with a
Gershwin score
1961 ﬁlm starring Gable & Munroe as aging cowboy & divorcee

Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

Coastlands Local History Group
After the very successful Exhibition and launch of the new leaflet on the heritage and
history of Marloes in January, Coastlands Local History Group would like to congratulate and thank all those residents of Marloes who contributed information and lent
photographs, maps and illustrations. Over a hundred people visited the Exhibition,
which showcased the topics covered in the leaflet, such as Fishing and Working boats,
The Clock Tower, the Church and Chapels, the School, Farming and the Aerodrome
as well as many other items of general interest.
The leaflet is widely available in Marloes and is FREE (thanks to the funding from
PLANED). Do pick up a copy!
In February, we were back with the “cavemen” of pre-historic times, when Anne
Eastham explained how early humans evolved and adapted to their surroundings in
order to find food. Remains of stone tools, weapons and bones have been found all
over the world enabling conclusions to be drawn about the type of food they ate.
The Nab Head at St Brides was one of the sites of stone-age activity. It was an area
where flint tools and weapons were manufactured on an “industrial” scale and excavations there by nationally eminent archaeologists have yielded huge numbers of microliths - tiny worked artefacts -thought to date back to at least 7.000years ago. These
were vital to the “hunter/gatherers” passing through the area. The weapons were
probably used to hunt small game such as hares, rabbits… even foxes, badgers and
otters during the “Middle Stone Age” (Mesolithic) period.
Next meeting: Monday, 3rd April at 7.30pm in Dale Coronation Hall

Field Studies Council in Pembrokeshire

5th Marine Research Symposium
Saturday 1st April 2017 (9am – 8pm)
Dale Fort Field Centre
The Symposium is open to anyone - from students or HE staff currently working
in marine research, to conservationists and rangers and to interested naturalists
or members of the public who want to find out more about the marine environment.
The Symposium attendance costs £10, which includes light refreshments and a
buffet lunch – advance booking essential. There is a full programme of talks and
a rocky shore BioBlitz in the late afternoon.
To book a symposium place or accommodation, email
enquiries.pb@field-studies-council.org or ring 01646 636205

Editor’s note: This is a great value day and locals are very welcome. If you would
like to see the full invita on and programme I have a copy I can send to you.

Peninsula Papers — a new home
This issue of Peninsula Papers will be the second we have
printed in our new home, The Old Committee Room in Marloes
Village Hall. We are enormously grateful to the Marloes Village Hall Management Committee for allowing us the use of
this room. It feels good to be printing the Parish magazine
in the middle of one of the communities it covers.
As this is a new venture, there will inevitably be some
teething problems. We know there will be times when we are
printing upstairs while another group is using the main
hall. We have tried to cover areas where we think problems
may arise - such as use of electricity, but we have only
seen our side of any issue. If any other user of the hall
has an issue/worry, which arise, please let's try and solve
it immediately rather than allowing it to grow and multiply.
If there is someone printing please speak to them, or phone
Richard Neale (636802) or Harriet Bishop (636668) and we
will endeavour to find solutions!
We look forward to many happy, harmonious years printing
your parish magazine in one of your community halls. Next
thing you know, the potted plants and easy chairs will arrive!
As readers of this magazine will know,
A.C. is a regular contributor of poems. I
opened the envelope on this occasion expecting something about daffodils or bird
song – but no, a little ditty about socks!
Apparently the Mrs M of the poem lives in
Switzerland – more I do not know!

Christmas presents
Mrs M loves knitting socks
And maybe if a neighbour knocks
They’ll sit and knit and sit and knit
And sit and knit.
The socks they knit are very fine
I know because some socks are mine.
The knit is tight, the size is right
The colours varied, fine and bright.
To wear them now is quite a treat
And thereby winter’s cold defeat!
A.C.

Don’t forget there is a Police
surgery at St Ishmaels Garden
Centre every 3rd Thursday of the
month from 12-1pm

St. Ishmaels Sports Club
Saturday 4th March 10.30am to 12.30pm

POTATO CHALLENGE 2017
Please purchase your potato and pot for £5.00. All proceeds to go to The Welsh Air
Ambulance and The Paul Sartori Founda5on.
Return your potato crop in the pot on Saturday June 10th between 10.30am and
1.00pm. There will be teas, coﬀee and a raﬄe plus cake and plant
stalls.
We shall also be selling seeds for The Longest Runner Bean
and The Biggest Sunﬂower Contests.
Sunﬂower and runner bean seeds will available for sale at
5 seeds for £1.00.
The Longest Runner Bean/Biggest Sunﬂower contests will be judged at
The Macmillan Coﬀee Morning in September. All proceeds will go to charity.
Come along, join in the fun and get those green ﬁngers working.

Friday March 24th

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

Please note that Emma’s best value for money breakfasts are now back at
The Sports Club every Saturday and Sunday between 9.am and 12 noon.

Coastlands School PTA
Easter Bingo
Thursday 6th April 2017
St Ishmaels Sports Club
Doors open 6pm Eyes down
6.30pm
A fun evening with great prizes,
all welcome!

A Barn Dance Thank You
On behalf of JJ and the Barn 'Owlers I'd like
to thank all those who turned out to support
our first proper Barn Dance. The Coronation
Hall was full of happy smiling people having fun and it was such a pleasure to watch
the joyful interaction of young and old alike
entering into the spirit of the occasion.
Nothing beats live music and dancing added
to some songs from our guests Chris and
Peter. Emily Lucas our caller is a star. I
think all who attended agreed it was a great
evening’s entertainment. A big thank you
also to those who gave donations to the
cause and were not able to attend. Thanks
are also due to the Cinema Club for lending
us their PA and to all who give their time
and assistance to fixing up the Hall and
providing the food and drink. Thank you all
very much.
The event raised £554 for the Pembrokeshire Branch of the Alzheimer's Society

Merlin Theatre

Pembrokeshire
College
Haverfordwest
For full programme notes see:
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk
2ND MARCH GUEROS 2014 MEXICO
Dir: Alonso Ruizpalacios Tomas is too
much trouble for his lone mother, so she
sends him to live with his older brother in
Mexico City. This is an unusual road
movie that surprises the viewer by the
ordinary.
9TH MARCH THE LESSON 2014 BULGARIA Dir: Kristina Grozeva In a small
Bulgarian town a young teacher is looking for a robber in her class to teach him
a lesson. But when she gets into debt
with loan sharks she struggles to find the
right way out herself.
16TH MARCH MARSHLAND 2015
SPAIN Dir: Alberto Rodriguez Lang:
Spanish In the deep south of Spain, a
serial killer is on the loose. Two homicide detectives who appear to be poles
apart must settle their differences.
23RD MARCH SON OF THE BRIDE 2001
ARGENTINA Dir: Juan Jose Campanella
At the age of 42, Rafael is having a crisis.
He lives in the shadow of his father, feels
guilty about not seeing his ageing mother
and his ex-wife says he doesn’t spend
enough time with their daughter. What is
he to do?
Adults £4.50 Students £2.50
Show starts 7.30 pm Bar opens 6.45pm

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
****EVERY THURSDAY***
10 am - 12 noon.
ALL WELCOME
If you wish to visit The Heritage
Centre any other time please contact
Margaret on 636295.

Tenby Daffodils
Providing a brilliant patch of gold under an
apple tree, in full flower in mid-February,
are my Tenby Daffodils. I bought these bulbs
when we first moved here, demonstrating
my newly-acquired Welsh solidarity, and for
many years, although they flowered and
spread a bit, they did not seem truly happy.
Now, however, after two damp and cool
truly Welsh summers they are resplendent!
The Tenby daffodil has a Latin name of narcissus obvallaris, though some sources think
it is just a sub-species of the “other” British
wild daffodil, narcissus pseudonarcissus. The
two plants seem to me to have nothing in
common - the Tenby Daffodil has bright yellow petals and corona and green leaves. The
common wild daffodil has pale petals and a longer yellow corona and rather greyish
leaves, and the heads droop slightly. Both grow about 30cms tall.
The Tenby daffodil actually looks much more like the big garden daffodils but just shrunk
down a lot. Its origin seems to be shrouded in mystery and even the wildflower books
seem to get confused – my copy of Keble Martin gives the flowering period as April! I
don’t really mind about any of this - they look fantastic at the moment which is all that
matters.
Rosemary Royle

Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Group
Dale WI
Peninsula Songsters
Gentle Exercise Class
Welcome Club (Over
60s)
Mothers Union
Coastlands History Grp
Table Tennis
Bowls
Coronation Hall
Film Club
Little Nippers
Quilting Group

Usual day/time
1st & 3rd Tues
7:30
Tues 7:30
Thurs 4:00

Where

Contact

Jub, Dale
MV Hall
MV Hall

Ann Barkworth 636873
Emma Halls 636932
Glenys Cullen 636257

Wed pm
2nd Tues
See Diary
Thurs evenings
Tues evenings
Mon evenings –
see Diary
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
Mon 2:00 - 4:30

MV Hall
MV Hall
Various
DC Hall
DC Hall

Vi Parsons 636380
Bridget Lister 636274
Harriet Bishop 636668
Anne Meeke 636716
Cath Gandee 636492
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
636463
Alison Thomas 693838
Carol Cawley 636447

DC Hall
School
Jub, Dale

Stonechats
We have just returned from a week in Fuerteventura. Although
we did quite fancy a few days in the sun, the main reason for the
trip was to find 5 species of bird which can only be seen there
or can be seen more easily there than anywhere else. The first
reason for the trip was a bit of a flop – we had 3 days of pretty
rough weather with gale force winds and torrential downpours
– but the second was a great success. The most important bird
to see was the Fuerteventura Stonechat, because, as its
names implies, this bird species exists only on this island. It is Fuerteventura Stonechat
quite similar to our familiar Stonechat, but has a thin white
line above the eye and only a small rufous bib rather than then the rufous underparts of
our local birds. Its behaviour also seemed different to us – on two occasions we were
quite close to an obviously territorial pair, but although they were flicking their wings
and tails and appeared anxious, the were not making the loud “ee-chack” calls which are
such a familiar accompaniment to our walks along the coast path.
Our local Stonechats will be returning to their gorsey cliff-top
nest sites shortly. I don’t think we know where our local birds
actually go in the winter – generally speaking they spend the
winter in dampish scrubby places where they can find insects,
such as the Teifi marshes. However, there are not enough of
them in these places to account for all our local breeding birds
so I suspect that many of these birds must cross the channel in
the winter – perhaps they are haunting the marshes of the Cotentin peninsula or sunning themselves much further south in
Spain. There is evidence that older birds stay closer to home and
younger birds tend to travel further afield.

Stonechat

Not all Stonechats overwinter in such salubrious locations – when I was working on a
project for the Coal Board in Cannock in 1976 my desk looked out on to an abandoned
mine working. In the winter the area was occupied by a small group of Stonechats,
which at the time was not a familiar bird to me. In the summer they disappeared –
probably up on to Cannock Chase.
One very different bird that we were especially keen to see on Fuerteventura was the
Houbara Bustard. This bird has a huge global range all across N. Africa and into Asia but
it has become very rare partly due the fact that it is the prey of preference for Arab
falconers. It is safe from this hazard on Fuerteventura but I worry that the pressure of
visitors (and indeed birdwatchers) cannot be good for it. It is a very impressive bird,
especially when displaying - the male bird turns into a white pom-pom on legs and rushes madly around. We were lucky to get really great views of this amazing occurrence.
Rosemary Royle
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