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Dear Friends,
I am a murderer.. well, it might be manslaughter….or at least
computer slaughter. I managed to pour a cup of peppermint tea
into my laptop, and here was I thinking it was good for you. Not
surprisingly the poor machine is dead and I am trying to get everything up to speed again. It has proved an expensive and inconvenient
mistake.
It brought home to me how dependent I am on all the
technology, just as it did when we had that long power cut in Dale
earlier in the month and we were back to huddling in the cold
around candles. The night suddenly seemed very dark and very long.
This is a long way of saying I have been made powerfully aware
of how much, every single day, I take for granted. All of us build on
foundations we assume are strong and trust will always support us.
It is true in matters of faith too. I assume God hears my
prayers and cares enough at least to listen. I assume what we do
has value and a meaning.
My reason for this trust, this faith, are the events we are
preparing to remember and celebrate this Holy Week and Easter,
the central message of the Christian faith. God loved the world so
much that he sent his son into the world, not to condemn the world
but to save it, and not even the fact that we crucified him stopped
him in that mission. Jesus loves us to death, through death and beyond death. He loves us as we are and loves us too much to let us
stay that way.
I don’t know about you, but I would much rather depend on that
than on my own strength or any amount of clever technology,
With our best wishes to you and yours for a good Lent and a
happy Easter,
Andrew and Rhiannon

St. James Church , Dale, Altar Guild invite you to join them for a
ST DAVID’S DAY SUPPER

THURSDAY 1st MARCH

CAWL, WELSH CAKES, WELSH CHEESES
Bring Your Own Bottle
FEATURING DAVE OWENS
RAFFLE, ROLL a POUND
CORONATION HALL, DALE 7.00pm
Cost £8.00 per head

Under 12’s £5.00

Call Mil 636671 for Tickets

It is the past all over again&.
How do you remember things? You could make lists, put pictures in scrapbooks, tie a knot in your hanky if you don’t use tissues.
Jesus told his disciples at the Last Supper, as he took the bread, blessed it,
broke it and shared it and as he took the wine and blessed it and shared it, “Do
this to remember me”. So that is what Christians have tried to do, all down the
long centuries since, copy the action, share the meal, tell the story, remember.
Our mystics tell us that this repeated action somehow makes the past real again
in the present and brings the future of the Kingdom of God here too. This remembering is here and now and timeless.
Each year, in the run up to Easter, this remembering takes on a special character as we remember, almost in real time, the things Jesus did in that last week
in Jerusalem before the crucifixion. On Palm Sunday there are palm crosses so
we don’t forget the palms people waved to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem and
how easily they turned on him a few days later. On the Thursday we remember
the Last Supper. We also remember how Jesus prayed alone in the garden of
Gethsamene just before he was arrested and we try to wake and watch and
keep him company.
On Good Friday we remember his trial and how he was taken to his execution. In Last Hour services we remember the crucifixion and try to wait at the foot
of the cross with him. Then the Easter ceremonies and Easter services begin to
remember a God who saves, who does not let the story end in failure and pain
but raises Jesus up to new life and, we hope, us with him.
That’s got to be better to remember than just bunnies and chocolate eggs!

MOTHERS’ UNION
We hope that a month off has left you feeling bereft and missing your MU ! So we are
putting that right this month. Many of us are part of our church’s PCCs and every 5 years
we have a report on the fabric of our churches—which often leaves us feeling the whole
building is about to fall down. These reports often baffle and bemuse so with someone in
our community who undertakes these reports we thought that we would ask her to give
us a better idea of what is involved with a Quinquennial Report—so on Tuesday 13th
March Claire Deacon is coming to throw light on this subject and leave us all the better
for it!
The quiet day is set for Tuesday 20th March at St Jeromes Llangwm, I have not had confirmation as to times as I write this, but will let you all know in good time when it will be.
Mothers’ Union is a non-denominational group and welcomes all, and despite the name
you do not have to be a mother! If you feel like popping in to see how we operate please
do. We meet on the second Tuesday of the month in Marloes Village Hall at
7.30pm...Look forward to seeing you there!
For any more information contact Harriet 636668, or Bridget 636274.

Snowdrop Tea
St Ishmael’s
Church
Monk Haven
2.00 till 3.30 pm

Family
Service

March 18th

&

Cream Teas
Cakes
Raffle

Easter Egg
Hunt

In aid of Church Interior Refurbishment

St Ishmael’s
Church
Monk Haven
11.00am
1st April

ST JAMES CHURCH, DALE
In aid of the ROOF FUND
EASTER SATURDAY
31st March 2.30-5.00pm
Compendium of Competitions!
EASTER BONNET PARADE
TEAS
CORONATION HALL, DALE
ALL WELCOME
for more information see posters, or contact Mil 636671.

Skomer Talk
On 19th February Marloes & St Brides Community Council hosted a talk by Ed Stubbings & Bee Buche, Skomer Island Wardens, and Leighton Newman who has been
Skomer Visitor Officer for the last 3 years; their topic was The Island on your Doorstep.
The audience of 46 was first given a beautifully-illustrated “bird by bird” account of how
well the important seabird species have been faring over the years; also, we learned a lot
about bird predators such as gulls and, increasingly in more recent years, owls. Having
seen some lovely dolphin video footage, we then heard how seals suffered because of
Storm Ophelia. Leighton described the great experiences enjoyed by visitors who stay
on the island.
There was eager questioning afterwards about bird counting techniques – understandably, because Skomer is one of the national sites which furnish Her Majesty’s Government
with its seabird population statistics. Our most junior audience member, a young lady
who attends Coastlands School, enquired whether plastic pollution affected Skomer’s
beaches; the wardens assured her that yes, it does; and they swiftly produced photos
showing how, during the “August Window” when bird and seal numbers are at their
lowest, they do their best to clear the shores of trawl nets, etc.
We are very grateful to our speakers – and to the audience, whose donations of
£137.36p will go towards the provision of village/community projects such as the Playing
Field and its equipment.
It was noted that in 2018 Skomer island will not be open on Bank Holiday Mondays
except at the Spring Bank Holiday. Further information on visiting the Island can be
obtained via www.welshwildlife.org, or info@welshwildlife.org

Marloes and
Dale Public Access Deﬁbrillator
Scheme
Look out for our
“Guess the name of the Rabbit”
compe77on in Marloes Village shop,
coming very soon. All proceeds will
go to the scheme to help with maintaining our local network of deﬁbs.
Helpful hint: this rabbit is NOT called
Peter though he looks as if he should
be!
During the Easter holidays we are
planning to have a familiarisa7on
session run by the ambulance service.
This will be aimed
par7cularly at
local families
with children and
for visitors to the
area. It will be
held in Dale.
DALE CAR PARKING CHARGES
These are due to be increased on March 19th according to the rates below. The current
charges are in column 3 and the new charges in column 4.

LENTEN LUNCHES
EVERY TUESDAY 12 - 2.00pm from
20th FEBRUARY—20th MARCH
JUBILEE SUITE, CORONATION HALL, DALE
In aid of PLANT DEWI a community development project in the Diocese of St Davids
working alongside children, young people and their families to pass on skills and
knowledge to enable them to improve their quality of lives. This is done through family
centres, dads groups, parenting classes as well as offering support to individuals.

Community Councils
Dale
There was no meeting of Dale Community
Council in February. The next meeting is on
the 5th March.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under consideration at the February
meeting included the following:Planning Matters – NP/16/0613, 7
Gaylane Terrace – The Council was informed that work is starting this month.
Noted that every effort will be made by Mr.
Griffiths and the contractor to minimise
disturbance to neighbours and to passing
traffic. Application NP/17/0717 (St. Brides
Farm) has been withdrawn, and will be resubmitted. Notice of Refusal for
NP/16/0594 – Crabhall Barn was received.
The first reason for refusal concerned the
likelihood of flooding affecting the building.
The second reason was linked to the availability of public transport which members
felt should be challenged, as this could affect
any new developments in rural areas.
Rubbish/Dog Fouling – Signs will be
placed at the beach end of the Sandy Lane
asking people to take litter home with
them. The National Trust are undertaking
a beach litter collection in late February and
again in April, but in-between there are no
planned collections from the beach.
DOG OWNERS ARE ASKED AGAIN TO
BAG DOG LITTER & THEN BIN, OR
TAKE HOME THE BAGS – NOT TO
LEAVE THEM TO SPOIL OUR COUNTRYSIDE, PATHS & VILLAGES.
St. Brides - The National Park Ranger,
Dan Wynn was welcomed to the meeting.
He noted the problems with access to the
churchyard, and will take action to improve
the access and provide disability parking.
He will be monitoring the cliff edges that
were damaged by winter storms. He
agreed to explore the possibility of improving the signage across the Dale Airfield to

encourage use of the footpath as an alternative to using the main road – B4327.
St. Brides Kiosk – Noted that the Clerk
had asked BT again to repair the telephone,
and arrange for the Kiosk to be cleaned.
(Since the meeting the Council has been
advised that the work should be undertaken
by the 23rd February.)
St. Brides Leaflet – The meeting was
advised that work is being undertaken by
Coastlands Local History Group to produce
a leaflet similar to the Marloes one launched
in January 2017.
Marloes Churchyard – Mrs. Evans
(Clerk) advised that the badger problem
had been discussed at the Parochial Church
meeting. No easy solution was identified.
Badgers are a protected species. Fencing
would not be practical.
Village Notice Board – Noted that the
notice board by Marloes Village Hall will
need replacing in the near future. The present board had been provided by the National Park. Costings for a new board will
be provided at the next meeting.
Skomer Talk – see separate item
Community Website – Please remember
to use www.marloes.org.uk for information
on the local community, links to other useful websites as well as for local news. The
Community Council is very grateful to Mrs.
Rosemary Royle for maintaining this website.
Next Meeting –The next meeting will be
held on Monday March 12th 2018 at Marloes
Village Hall, commencing at 7.30pm. Local
electors of Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to attend, and may speak at the invitation of the Chairman.

Field Studies Council in Pembrokeshire

6th Marine Research Symposium
Saturday 17th March 2018 (9am – 5pm)

Dale Village Hall
FSC Pembrokeshire is hosting its 6th Marine Research Symposium on Saturday 17th
March 2018. To accommodate more people, we have moved the venue from the
field centre to Dale Village Hall, although lunch will still be at Dale Fort.
The Symposium will consist of a series of papers (delivered as presentations or
posters) on past and current work being carried out in and around Pembrokeshire,
and further afield. Topics include:

Forty-six years of guillemots on Skomer: long term trends, issues
and solutions (Prof Tim Birkhead, University of Sheffield)
Porpoise Photo ID Project (Holly Dunn, Sea Trust)
No, it's not marine litter, it's plastic pollution (Blaise Bullimore, Deep
Green Seas)
In the morning there will also be a ROCKY SHORE BIOBLITZ.
The Symposium is open to anyone - students or HE staff currently working in marine
research, conservationists and rangers, interested naturalists or members of the
public who want to find out more about the marine environment.
Attendance costs £15, which includes light refreshments and a buffet lunch – advance booking essential. This fee is waived for people giving presentations or posters. If you are interested in presenting a poster, please get in touch.
There will also be an evening meal for those who are able to stay, priced at £7 –
again, advance booking is essential.
We can also offer B&B accommodation at one of the Pembrokeshire centres for
those travelling from further afield – accommodation is limited,
so please book early if you require this.
To book a symposium place or accommodation, email
admin.pb@field-studies-council.org or ring 01646 623920
For queries about the programme or structure of the day please contact
Esther Revell, email
admin.or@field-studies-council.org or ring 01646 623920

Dale Community Forum

General Management Committee Meeting
Wednesday 21st March 2018
6.30 pm in the Coronation Hall (Jubilee Room)

March 2018 Diary
MARCH
Thu 1 1900 St David’s Day Supper, Coronation Hall, Dale
(tickets from Mil 636671)
Sat
3 1000 Working party at Dale to remove storm-driven stones
Mon 5 1900 Dale Community Council, Jubilee Suite
Tue 6 1900 The Brook Inn, St Ishmaels, defibrillator training
Wed 7 1930 Film Club, Dale Coronation Hall
Fri
9 1930 Walwyns Castle Spring Social evening, film and refreshments
Sat 10 1000 Working party at Dale to remove storm-driven stones
Mon 12 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
Tue 13 1930 Mothers Union, “Quinquennial Reports—what is involved?”,
Claire Deacon, Marloes Village Hall
Wed 14 100 Working party at Dale to remove storm-driven stones
Wed 14 1930 Coastlands History Group. “Local Archaeology” by Mr
Anthony Shobrook, Marloes Village Hall
Wed 14 1930 Film Club, Dale Coronation Hall
Sat 17 0900 onwards Dale Fort Marine Symposium (includes Tim Birkhead speaking
on his Guillemot study on Skomer and Blaise Bullimore speaking on
plastic pollution), Dale Coronation Hall
Sun 18 1400 - 1530 Snowdrop Tea, St Ishmaels Church
Wed 21 1830 Dale Community Forum Management Committee, Jubilee Suite
Wed 21 1930 Film Club, Dale Coronation Hall
Sat 24 1930 Easter Bingo at St Ishmaels S&S Club
Sat 31 1430-1700 Easter Saturday Fun at Dale Coronation Hall, in aid of St James
Church Dale roof fund
Sat 31
Boxing at S&S Club

APRIL
Sun 1 1100 Easter Egg hunt, St Ishmaels Church
Mon 2 - Wed 11 “Off the Wall” exhibition in Dale Coronation Hall
Thu 12 2000 Annual Spring Concert at Walwyns Castle, WC Village Hall (see advert)
Sat 14 1930 Landsker Singers Spring Concert in St Davis's Cathedral

PLEASE NOTE THE EARLY DEADLINE DATE FOR THE NEXT
EDITION - IT IS SUNDAY 18TH MARCH
*** Please also see the adverts for the various clubs and pubs for details of their events ****
It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events
for inclusion in the diary.

Please note the new email address for contributions to
Peninsula Papers. It is PenPapersPembs@gmail.com.
The old one will still work but may suffer delays.
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Easter Workshop
Easter Ceremonies including the bringing in of the light.
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March Services

COASTLANDS HISTORY GROUP
February’s talk was given by David James of West Wales Maritime Heritage Society.
Entitled “Wooden Ship-building …. with a Difference”, David described how he had
researched the design of a 15th Century warship, similar to the French ships which transported Henry Tudor and his invasion force. In August 1485 the ships carrying the
invasion troops sailed passed St Ann’s Head and anchored off Mill Bay, The sight must
have attracted a large crowd of onlookers. It is recorded that there was no opposition
to Henry’s landing. After thorough research, David drew up a design and then built a
model replica of a vessel of the period. A wonderful way of bringing the past to life!
HELP WANTED!
At the end of his talk, David also mentioned another project with which he is involved:
the replacement of Memorials in Angle and St Ishmael’s Churchyards. These were dedicated to the victims of a Japanese passenger liner, the Hirano Maru, which was torpedoed
in October 1918 in the Western Approaches with great loss of life. (Japan was an ally
during World War 1, not an enemy, and several of the passengers were British service
man on their way to stations in Africa). Many of the bodies were washed ashore on
Pembrokeshire beaches and are buried locally as “unknowns”.
There is a Memorial Cross in Dale Cemetery with the inscription “To Eight Unknown
Heroes Washed up in the Great War”. Over the years, it has been maintained by the
community and now, on its hundredth anniversary, it is in need of more work.
Dale Community Council has taken the initiative and will lead a working party on March
10th. If you can lend a hand with this, it would be gratefully appreciated. Please
meet at the cross at 10am. (Please bring a paint brush!)
The next meeting of Coastlands Local History Group will be on March 14th at 7.30pm in
Marloes Hall. There will be a (very) short A. G. M. to be followed by a talk by Mr
Anthony Shobrook, the Archaeologist in charge of excavation work in Town Meadow,
Marloes, when the new houses were being built there recently. (Some interesting “finds”
turned up!). All welcome (£2 admission for non-members).

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2018
League fixtures
22nd April (Sun)
29th April (Sun)
5th May

1st XI v Neyland home
1st XI v Johnston away
1st XI v Kilgetty home

2nd XI v Hook II away
2nd XI v Laugharne home
2nd XI v Johnston away

Do you fancy playing cricket for us this season? We are always looking
for local talent to come and enjoy a game. We are renowned for our
excellent teas & you can be assured of a warm welcome.
We shall be having Indoor Nets in March which will be a good opportunity to
meet everyone; the first game of the season will be on Sunday 22nd April.
If interested please contact me on 01646636446 / 07974678329
Yours in sport
Wendy Bradshaw, Sec. St Ishmaels C.C

Film Club
Spring Season
Doors open 7 pm
Films start 7.30 pm

***WEDNESDAYS***
Corona6on Hall, Dale
Admission free

Refreshments

Donations welcome

07 Mar 1948 Italian Drama about a bike going missing in Rome!(Sub7tles)
21 Mar 1985 ﬁlm. Redford and Streep get together in the Dark Con7nent.
28 Mar 1968 historical drama with Katharine Hepburn, Peter O’Toole and
some shots of Marloes Sands.
Email rosemary.meck@gmail.com to be added to our mailing list.

The Landsker Singers Spring Concert with
Roger Owens
A wonderful evening of classical favourites from
both choir and pianist
Saturday 14th April 2018 at 7:30pm in St
David’s Cathedral
Roger Owens, a former Tasker Millward student, has established
himself as one of the most versatile pianists. He also encourages others to develop their talents as Professor of Piano Studies at Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama.
Tickets available from 01437 760664 or 01437 710370
as well as local choir members Peter Smithies (Marloes) & Alison
Willis, (St Ishmaels).

Defibrillator Training Evening at The Brook Inn, St.
Ishmaels on Tuesday 6th March, starting at 7pm.
An excellent opportunity to gain some experience. Everyone welcome.

the future. PATCH's clients are referred to
them by other organisations and professionals
who find out about their circumstances.
PATCH can only do their much needed work
As you know this is a local charity which tries if they receive support from the general pubto help families and individuals when at their lic. PATCH is a Pembrokeshire idea, for
lowest. They supply a food bank, household
Pembrokeshire people to help Pembrokeshire
items, clothes and the like to those who have folk who find themselves up against it, so
found they are at a bad time in their life.
Pembrokeshire needs to support PATCH any
Sometimes this is down to a one off accident way we can! In our small way, we hope to be
such as a fire at home, or a burst water pipe
able to do our bit. If anyone has anything they
where the cost of repairs can ruin many a
would like to donate, please pop it in the box
families finances at a stroke, especially with
and it will be taken to PATCH. Thank you.
many incomes on a knife edge. Other occasions can be down to personal circumstances
Merlin Theatre
changing and families or individuals strugPembrokeshire
gling with their new situation. PATCH tries to
College
Haverfordwest
hold items to help people over the worst and
Full programme :
give them some hope and encouragement for
www.haverfordwest-film-society.org.uk

As from the 1st March, St James
Church, Dale will have a box at the
back of the church for PATCH.

Domestic Goddess
~ Est 2011

All daily chores & jobs covered including Cleaning, Ironing, Laundry,
Shopping & helping with pets.
(if there’s anything I can do to make
your day easier, just ask)

Also available to clean Rental
Properties, Holiday Lets, Caravans,
Shops etc. Fully insured &
references available
£15 for 1 hour or £12.50 per hr for
2 or more hours
Email Paula on:
Domesticgoddess.meriden
@gmail.com
Tel: 07704788728

1ST MARCH THE SALESMAN 2016 IRAN/
FRANCE Dir: Asghar Farhad
A couple move to a new flat. There the wife
is assaulted, and her husband is determined
to find the perpetrator despite his traumatised
wife’s objections.
8TH MARCH MOONLIGHT 2016 USA
Dir: Barry Jenkins
The tender, heart-breaking story of a young
man’s struggle to find himselfas he experiences the ecstasy, pain and beauty of falling
in love, . Best Picture Oscar.
15TH MARCH THE INNOCENTS 2016
FRANCE/POLAND Dir: Anne Fontaine
While on a mission to find, treat and repatriate French survivors of the concentration
camps a young Red Cross intern finds her life
and beliefs changing,
22ND MARCH 2018 LION 2016 INDIA/
AUSTRALIA Dir: Garth Davis
A five year old Indian boy gets lost on the
streets of Calcutta, thousands of miles from
home. 25 years later he sets out to find his
lost family

Adults £4.50 Students £2.50
Show starts 7.30 pm Bar opens 6.45pm

We don't have winters like we used to ...
Not in Pembrokeshire anyway. Few people remember the winter of 1947 when 6
weeks of snow left many communities cut off with snowdrifts 7 metres deep in places,
and the armed forces helping to clear roads and railways. 1963 was the coldest
winter for 200 years, a blizzard swept across the SW England and Wales at the end of
December 1962 leaving 7 metre snowdrifts, even the sea froze in places. These two
winters are well known, but the less famous winters of the 1980s caused lots of problems too.
In January 1982 it snowed for 36 hours and temperatures were between -2 and -4C,
so the snow was fine and powdery. It was easily blown into drifts up to 6m deep and
everything was brought to a standstill. Most of us didn't have double glazing, you'd
wake up in the morning and could scrape ice off the inside of windows. A few people
had central heating, but it doesn't work without electricity and power and telephone
cables were down. We were cut off in St Ishmaels, some people didn't have candles,
many were running out of food and fuel, and others needed essential medicines.
A group of local men braved the snow drifts and walked to Milford to organise
supplies. Milford shop keepers agreed to defer payment until things were back to
normal. Other isolated parts of the country were supplied by helicopters, but the local
pilot boat came to our rescue, bringing supplies to Monks Haven and which were
transferred to a small boat to bring them ashore. I took a tractor and trailer to bring
everything back to the village and we took a chainsaw because there were fallen trees
blocking the way, so me and my son Geoffrey cut them into logs. It was a real community effort with a team unloading boats and loading the trailer. The Community
Council then organised the distribution. Not all provisions reached their destination
safely. One woman coming out of the village hall with her eggs slipped on the ice, her
feet shot out from under her and the eggs smashed around her. And the gulls
descended!
John Bowen

DALE CLEAN-UP
Dale Community Council are leading
a working party on March 3rd
(10am) to clear the stones from the
grass at the top of Dale beach. The
spray from "storm Ophelia" carried
in loads of stones from the beach
and they have remained on the
grass ever since.
Help from anyone able to lend a
hand with the clearing work would
be greatly appreciated. Also on
10th March and 14th March.

We need more
volunteers to help print
PP.
If you could spare a few
hours of your time every so
often for this very worthwhile project please contact
Harriet Bishop 636668 or
Richard Neale 636802

Roll of Honour – WW1 Casualties (2018 Centenary)
Dale, Marloes St. Brides & St. Ishmaels
March 1918
Sergeant Ewart Edmund Lewis MM, (Royal Field Artillery) of Marloes died on the 21st
March at the Somme, and with no known grave is remembered on the Pozieres Memorial,
France.
Bombadier Arthur Edwards MM (Royal Field Artillery), son of Mr and Mrs John Edwards,
Moorlands, Dale (and brother of Teddy and Bertie +others). He was wounded at Queant on
23rd March 1918 and died of wounds two days later.
Sapper James Lambert (Royal Engineers) of St. Ishmaels was killed near the Somme on the
30th March aged 31. Remembered by Colin Jenkins & family – as the first husband of his
grandmother.).
July 1918
Pte Clive Victor Llewellyn Reynolds (Durham Light Infantry) son of John and Hannah
Reynolds, Richmond House, Dale. (John was the Blacksmith). He died of wounds in a
German Military Hospital at Trier on the Mosel in July 1918.
November 1918
Stoker W. E. Devonald (Royal Navy) of Marloes, died aged 26 on the 9th November following an illness and is buried in St. Peter’s Churchyard.
They shall not grow old, as we are that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, not the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning
We will remember them. (Lawrence Binyon)
All the above, and all those lost in WW1 will be featured in an exhibition at the Heritage
Centre in Dale later this year. Any information and photographs of these men, and also on
those who fought and returned, and also memorabilia of WWI will be greatly received by:Margaret Copley ,Dale Ira Hemingway, Marloes & St. Brides Yvonne Evans ,St. Ishmaels.
More details next month on the “Hirano Maru” sinking in October 1918, and of a Memorial
Concert to be held in November 2018.

Walwyns Castle Spring Social evening
Friday March 9th
Film night showing
'What we did on our holiday '
Hilarious comedy starring Billy Connelly
At Walwyns Castle Village hall, doors open at 7 pm
Lights refreshments served, bring your own tipple
Suggested donations £5.00, all welcome
Tel contact 01437 781 270

St. Ishmaels Sports Club
Our club Treasurer Mr. Robert Bartlett is retiring and The Committee and members
would like to thank Rob for all the hard work he has done, in order that the club might
return to profit.
Rob joined the club in 1988 and shortly afterwards became our Treasurer. At that
time the club was £150,000 in debt. Rob’s commitment and dedication turned the
situation around and put the club back on sound footings. We wish Rob a wellearned rest in his retirement, although he will continue as a member of The Committee.
Mrs. Debbie Cheshire will be taking over as Treasurer and we wish her every success.
Eyes down at 7.30 pm.
Saturday March 24th
Easter
Excellent prizes plus raffle.
Saturday March 31st
Boxing
Sky Box-Office World Heavyweight Championship Boxing. Anthony
Joshua versus Joseph Parker. Watch it on the big screen at the
Sports Club. A small donation will be required to cover box-office
costs.
The membership draw began on Tuesday 13th of February. The
prize of £20 was not claimed. The prize money will increase by £10 every week until
it is won. The draw will take place at the club every Tuesday
between 7.30 and 9.30pm. The winner must be on the premises to
claim the prize.
Date to remember: St. Ishmaels Carnival will be held on Saturday
August 11th. We wish the new Carnival Committee every success
with the organisation of this most important village get-together.

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
****** THURSDAY *****
10.00am - 12 noon.
If you wish to visit The Heritage Centre at
any other time please contact Margaret
636295.

Wildlife watch make bird feeders!
Dale Forts Wildlife Watch group enjoyed a lovely session of
bird watching on February 10th. We enjoyed a short break in
the rainy weather and walked around the centre and adjacent
grounds, spotting a robin, seagulls, blackbirds and crows and
listening to their calls. We all admired the swallows nests in the
porch of the fort and then headed back inside to watch sea
birds from the library window.
After deciding that the best way to attract more birds would be to feed them we set to
work making bird feeders. We reused old yogurt pots and rope, which had washed up
on the shore. Once the rope was attached we filled the yogurt pots with bird cake - a
mixture of lard, bird seed, mealworms, and raisins – lots of fun was had squishing our
hands into this mess! Hopefully the birds will appreciate this delicious treat.
Join us next month for a spot of pond dipping on March 10th at Dale Fort Field Centre at
2pm. Book your place by emailing Fiona at ea.df@field-studies-council.org

Annual Spring Concert at Walwyns Castle
An evening of musical entertainment on
Thursday April 12th
Featuring Pembroke Male Voice Choir and saxophonist Steffan Evans
Starts 8 pm, Followed by light refreshments in the village hall
Entry £7.50, please pay at the door
For more info contact Jayne on 01437 781575
Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Please let me have any comments or amendments to this list.
Group
Dale WI
Peninsula Songsters
Gentle Exercise Class
Welcome Club - Over 60
Mothers Union
Coastlands History Grp
Table Tennis restarting
March

Bowls
Coronation Hall
Film Club
Little Nippers
Quilting Group

Usual day/time
1st & 3rd Tues
7:30
Tues 7:30
Mon 4:00
Wed pm
2nd Tues
See Diary

Where

Contact

Jub, Dale
MV Hall
MV Hall
MV Hall
MV Hall
Various

Ann Barkworth 636873
Emma Halls 636932
Glenys Cullen 636257
Vi Parsons 636380
Bridget Lister 636274
Harriet Bishop 636668

Thurs evenings
Tues evenings
Wed evenings –
see Diary
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
Mon 2:00 - 4:30

DC Hall
DC Hall

Anne Meeke 636716
Cath Gandee 636492
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
636463
Alison Thomas 693838
Carol Cawley 636447

DC Hall
School
Jub, Dale

A new contributor to Wildlife Notes this month.

Stone the Crows!
Small boys used to be employed to
throw stones at crows, although technically correct, the birds feeding on
fields are usually mixed flocks of
rooks and jackdaws, the ones we see
performing aerial acrobatics on
stormy days or making their way
home to communal roosts at sunset. Small boys, scarecrows and
farming go back a long way. The
ancient Greeks made wooden scarecrows; in Japan the kakashi was said to be possessed by the mountain god in the
spring which returns to the otherworld in winter when the kakashi is burnt. In Europe there is no evidence to link scarecrows to pre-Christian beliefs, but 19th century love of folkloric rituals has tried to shroud them in pagan mystery. When you see
birds perched on scarecrows you do wonder how effective they are, but we have a
lot of fun making them.
Although rooks are said to be pests they eat many agricultural pests such as leather
jackets and the larval stages of crane flies and cockchafers. Verified reports from
the 19th century detail thousands of rooks descending on a locust swarm in Shropshire, a plague of caterpillars near Keswick, and in Scotland in 1891-93 a plague of
voles with rooks again flying to the rescue. A report on the origins of the vole plague
concluded that the elimination of predators such as rooks may have been partly responsible for the problem. As well as pest control rooks aerate the soil as they feed,
stabbing their strong beaks into the top soil; there is evidence of this in my own garden and large muddy footprints on the bird feeders too!
The crow family are long lived, 20 is thought to be average for wild birds, and rooks
are the most gregarious, nesting, feeding and playing together. Crows are songbirds - anyone within earshot of a rookery, particularly when they're feeding chicks,
will certainly question the musicality of their singing. J H Salter recorded when birds
started their spring songs and he described rooks as coquetting. There is one rook
which practices his flirting from early winter in a tall tree near my garden, I can hear
him on this beautiful spring morning as I write. As well as fluffing out his feathers
and bowing and bobbing, he chuckles, burbles and gurgles with none of the harsher
notes we usually associate with them. I hope he is as good at nest building and parenting as he is at flirting.
RP

A reply to Bracken the Cat by CJ
Dear Bracken Puss, with such delight
To be read in conjunction
We all have read your words of feline insight.
with cat poems in the two
Now so much is explained in your behaviour:
previous editions
The pensive moments, pausing by the verge;
The absent-minded ambles along the tarmac’s camber –
All the time, you've been engrossed in poetry!
We each had thought, before we knew,
That there had to be some explanation
For your ever-studious demeanour:
Naturally you're fully occupied all the time –
For, while out and about, you've no pencil and paper
handy…
So, as you compose them,
Straightway you must learn your lines.
There is no question, surely
That it is your well-earned fate
To become, in all this broad Peninsula,
The one and only Cat Laureate.

EASTER HOLIDAYS YOGA FUN AT MARLOES VILLAGE HALL
Introducing yoga, mindful-ness and positive thinking through fun games
and activities! No experience in yoga or mindfulness is needed - just come
wanting to have lots of fun!
Tues 3rd April
3 - 6yrs 16:00 - 16:45
7 - 11yrs 17:00 - 17:45
Fri 6th, Weds 11th and
Fri 13th
3 - 6yrs 10:00 - 10:45
7 - 11yrs 11:00 - 11:45
PRICES: £6 per adult + child, £3 per additional child. Booking is essential as places are
limited.
To book or for more info, call Liz : 07727 047881 or
Email: minimeyogakids@gmail.com

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE

April ISSUE IS
Sunday 18th March 2018
This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something?

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.
Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or
maximum 1/2 A5 page
Please submit all copy by email or hardcopy to:

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: see below
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels
SA62 3TL

sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 636 691

ADVERTISING
Rosemary Royle, Orlandon Kilns, St Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembs SA62 3AP
01646 636970 PenPapersPembs@gmail.com
Management Committee: Reverend Andrew Johnson (Managing Editor), Harriet
Bishop (Dale), Richard Neale (St Ishmaels), William Richards (Marloes & St Brides),
Gillian Thorne (Robeston West), Rosemary Royle (Editor)
Copy Editor: Rosemary Royle 01646 636970 PenPapersPembs@gmail.com
Postal Sec.:
Sec Christine Provan: Tel: 01646 636443 (For those who do not live in the
parishes but would like to receive a copy at a cost of £10.00 per year)
Distribution Organisers.:
Organisers Harriet Bishop (Dale) Barbara Black (Marloes) Hilary Orton (St Ishmaels & Hasguard), Mary Lewis (St Brides), Gill Thorne (Robeston West)

ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am
(check locally for actual times)
BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: March 9th and
23rd, April 6th and 20th

