Teal

Teal are rather small ducks and easily overlooked. They do not attend
bread hand-outs or make a lot of quacking noises — in fact they are rather
retiring and are only likely to be seen on the far side of a pond or lake. This
is a shame as they are a very pretty little duck (at least the males are) with
a striking chestnut head which has a green flash around the eye which is
edged by gold. At the back-end there is a very noticeable yellowish-cream
triangle. And although they might not quack they have a charming little
whistle.

| am sure a lot of people reading this will feel sure they have never seen a

Teal, but in fact they are quite common in this area in winter. There are always a good number — perhaps 50
or so — at Pickleridge Pools and they are present at Marloes Mere. And recently there has been a small
number present in the pool at Monkhaven. These birds do not breed here (although the habitat actually looks
fine for them) but they are simply spending the winter in our balmy climate. They will head back further north
in the spring.

When disturbed, Teal often fly up almost vertically in a small flock, then fly fast, twisting and turning. This has
made them an attractive target for wildfowlers as they are a difficult target. This mode of agile flight means
they can be mistaken for waders.

The full name for the Teal is the Eurasian Teal. This is to distinguish it
from many other varieties of Teal around the world. We have seen a
good number of these on our travels, even some quite rare ones, but
the Baikal Teal still eludes us, even though we have been to Lake Baikal. §
There is a vagrant bird in Somerset as | write this but | don’t see us
driving all that way to “twitch” it — they always disappear the day
before we arrive!

You may be more familiar with the word “teal” as a colour. It is defined |
as a “greenish-blue” — technically “A low-saturated color, a greenish- ! 1 !
blue to dark medium, similar to medium blue-green and dark cyan”. Is it supposed to be named after the stripe
around the eye on a male teal — but this is a clear dark green, so somebody got it wrong at some point! And if
you were curious to know what makes Teal different from Turquoise here you are: “Turquoise is a blue-green
colour that is brighter and more vibrant than Teal, with a hint of yellow”.

The best place to see Teal nearby is definitely Pickleridge Pools. They are frequently sitting on the grass just
inside the pools near to the road by Jubilee and give relatively close views. Often they are accompanied by
Wigeon which are bigger, and have a thick beige stripe on the top of their chestnut head. Both birds are
dabblers and grazers and therefore feed and roost together. If you do find some Teal, have a good look at
them through the binoculars — they are at their smartest at the moment in their full breeding plumage. They
are truly stunning little ducks!

Rosemary Royle



