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Dear friends,
I never thought that I would be writing you a pre-election letter
this month but here we go, the ‘vote for me!’ merry-go-round again.
The news will be full of opinion polls and Westminster gossip about
who said what about who. At least the unexpectedness of it has
meant that we have not had nine months of when the election will be
called.
There was one general election in a previous parish where we used
to vote in the hall next to the chapel. That year the chapel put up a
well-intentioned homemade sign ‘Jesus Christ votes for you’. I was so
tempted to scribble underneath “Isn’t that election fraud?”.
I know what they meant. We have just celebrated it this Easter.
That God loves the world so much he was prepared to come in Jesus
and love it through pain and death to new life. He values us and our
thriving more highly than we value ourselves and so votes for us with
all that he can give.
But I also thought it was quite wrong. The point of our democracy
is that we vote ourselves. We choose the people who will represent
us, who we trust will make the decisions we want made. It is not about
who looks better behind a podium but who can deliver the kind of society we wish to see.
So, if you can, vote and as you decide how to cast that vote try to
think big, with all your heart and mind and strength, try to vote for
your neighbor as well as yourself. In the end, we will get the government we deserve. If it is narrow, selfish, vain and corrupt or noble,
far-sighted and big-hearted, it will reflect the priorities of the people who put it in power and that is you and me together.
With our best wishes,
Andrew & Rhiannon
Marloes with St Brides 50 Club
Results of the Easter draw:
First prize: Rachel Owen, Second Prizes: Margaret Evans, Elizabeth Longdon.
Linda Owen Third prizes: Hywel John, Gwen Davies, Helen Howell

Spring Cream
Tea & Cake Stall
St Ishmael’s Church,
Monk Haven
14th May
2.30 ~ 4.00pm
St Ishmaels Church News
♦

A big thank you to Emma, her Peninsular Songsters and JJ & the Barn ‘Owlers for
performing at our Charity Concert at Marloes Village Hall. The Hall was full to capacity
and thanks to the generosity of the audience we raised £314.

♦

The 100 Club was drawn during the Concert: 1st prize David Llewellin, 2nd Maxine
Edgington, 3rd Pam Cooke.

♦

Our next event will be a ‘Spring’ Cream Tea at the Church on 14th May from 2.30 till
4.00pm.

♦

The St Ishmael’s Festival will be from July 24th till 28th this year.

♦

When the landscaping repairs have been completed we will be using the space to the
south of the bellcote as an area for the internment of ashes. Anyone interested in
taking advantage of this facility should contact Fr Andrew.

Please like our Facebook page
Richard Neale

Mothers' Union.
Gill was an excellent and enthusiastic speaker and her talk kept us enthralled. The
crosses she had made were very apt with numerous and relevant designs, and we all
came home with one. She kindly gave one as a raffle prize too.
We now move away from talks and on to a more active programme. To help us raise
much needed funds for MU projects there is a Coffee Morning on Wednesday 31st
May in Marloes Village Hall - see advert for details. These projects are both at home
and abroad, and cover health issues, education and an aim to improve the lot of families around the world. One of the most relevant ones, from our point of view, is the
provision of holidays for disadvantaged families. These families would not, in the normal course of events, manage to have any break at all except for the MU AFIA (Away
From It All) project. A short break from the daily grind is something many of us take
for granted. The impact on those for whom it is not the norm is massive, as revealed
in some of the letters of thanks. So please come along, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee
and help us support MU projects.

MARLOES MOTHERS’ UNION
COFFEE MORNING
WEDNESDAY 31st MAY
10.00 - 12.00
MARLOES VILLAGE HALL
To Raise Funds for
MU Projects at home and abroad.
ALL WELCOME

DON’T FORGET,
St James Church Dale,
Cream Teas
Bank Holiday Sunday
30th April, 3:00 - 5:00,
Coronation Hall, Dale

Asking Sunday
The Sunday before Ascension day is known as ‘Rogation Sunday’. ‘Rogation’ comes
from the Latin word for asking, so it is ‘asking Sunday’. Because of where it falls in the
British agricultural year- lambing done, crops in- it was a nervous time for farmers and
gardeners.
The hard work of getting things started was over but now the growth of animals
and plants is dependent on things no human being can yet control. A late frost now, too
much or too little rain, an epidemic or parasite could ruin everything that has been done.
Before our modern networks of trade also, the winter food stocks could be running low
and people could be anxious about whether they would last until the new crops are ready.
There is nothing like a time of anxiety for casting us back to God in prayer.
Rightly or wrongly the feeling must be, “I’ve done my bit God. Now you do yours”. So,
the rogation days, the asking days were traditionally marked with prayer for fields and
farms and gardens, These happen not just in the church buildings but out in the fields.
As people were out anyway, it became a good time for reaffirming where parish
boundaries lay. These days it is only important if you want to get married or buried in a
particular church but before the nineteenth century it also marked who was responsible for
caring for you if you became destitute, so you needed to know. They say that to help boys
remember, they were sometimes beaten at the boundary stones. Walking around the parish
boundaries and ‘beating the bounds’ could be combined with rogation prayers.
As we have a new ministry area, Andrew, Diana and anyone who wants to join
them are going to ride around this new area on Rogation Sunday and pray for it. Rhiannon,
who gets vertigo on a thick rug, will be support staff and lots of people from the area will
be helping and joining in. No young boys will be beaten in the making of this ride! If you
want us to ask God for something as we go, please just let us know.
Rhiannon

Rogation Ride Sunday 21st May.
Beating the Bounds of the West Rhoose Ministry Area
Join us on horseback, foot, bike or car, finishing with a Rogation Service and
Supper. Contact your vicar or churchwardens for full details, or see the
Marloes website (www.marloes.org.uk) for the full details and timetable. The
arrival times at our local churches are:
Walton West 8:30
Walwyns Castle 9:00am for breakfast and a short Eucharist service
Robeston West 10:50am
St Ishmaels 11:45am
Dale 12:45pm for lunch
Marloes 2:15pm
St Brides 3:30pm
Talbenny 4:30pm and
Redlands Farm 5:00pm for the Rogation service and supper.

Marloes and St Brides
Items under consideration at the April meeting included the following:Elections
Community Council – The following have
been elected to the new Council – Louise
Beal, Christopher Jessop, William Richards and
Peter Smithies. There are two vacancies to be
filled by co-option – please see separate notice below.
County Council – Cllr. Reginald Owens has
been returned unopposed.
There will not be an election on the 4th May
in this Community area.
A national election has now been called for
Thursday 8th June. Please see contact details
in the May issue of Peninsula Papers for anyone wishing to register to vote – this can be
read on-line via www.marloes.org.uk.
Highways - Clerk has received information
from the County Council that landowners
have been asked to clear overgrowth that may
be affecting the Marloes stream, and he will
then arrange for the Mullock Bridge junction
culvert to be cleaned out afterwards. County
Council to be asked to prioritise the cutting
of the hedges from Mullock Bridge Junction
towards Martins Haven as the roads will be
busy with traffic en route Martins Haven for
Skomer, as well as farm and delivery vehicles.
Village Toilets - Cllr. Owens was asked to
request that the toilet block is painted in the
near future, and the wooden covers around
the downpipes are replaced prior to painting.
Spontaneous Events/Raves – Dyfed-Powys
Police have circulated a reminder that local
residents should look out for any suspicious
activity over the weeks leading up to the May
Bank holidays. In particular, to look out for
unusual vehicles in isolated areas. Any suspicions should be reported immediately via the
101 service, and ask to speak to the Duty
Sergeant, and/or the local Neighbourhood
Policing Team.
Planning Matters – Development at Square

Community Councils
Farm – County Cllr. Reg Owens addressed
the National Park Development Committee
as the Community Councillors were not permitted to speak again on this matter. The
Council was disappointed to learn that after
further discussion, the application was approved, with 8 in favour, 6 abstentions and
Cllr. Owen voting against the proposal.
NP/17/0161/FUL – New detached garage and
studio, The Green, Marloes. Members considered this application and agreed the following
response: “that a planning condition is included to ensure that the use of this building should always be ancillary to the adjacent dwelling, and
not be separately occupied. They would suggest that the applicant is asked to consider
installing solar panels on the south facing roof.
The Council request that a condition is also
included in the consent that any damage to
the adjacent registered village green is made
good as much as possible while building work
is ongoing, and also on the conclusion of the
building works.”
Village Green – It was noted with concern
that although some remedial work has been
carried out to repair the Village Green the
“access” across the Green has caused damage
to the grassed area. All Community residents
are reminded that it is illegal to park on a
village green, and nearby residents are requested to make every effort to discourage
vehicles from driving onto the Green. The
Council is very anxious that the Green area is
respected as an amenity area, and access by
delivery vehicles is kept to an absolute minimum.
Financial Matters – Payment of £251.48
was approved to AON for the Council Insurance, also of £100 to the Community Recreation Area as agreed at the January budget.
Members were pleased to hear that the fundraising event at The Lobster Pot for the Play
Area had been successful, and that further

Community Councils
generous donations had been received.
Skomer Visits - See notice below. Applications from permanent residents of the
Community of Marloes & St. Brides only.
Next Meeting – The next meeting of the
council will be held at 7.30pm, on Monday 8th
May at Marloes Village Hall. The Annual Business Meeting will precede the normal business

meeting. Local electors of Marloes & St. Brides
are welcome to attend and may address the
meeting at the invitation of the Chairman.
There were no meetings of Dale or St Ishmaels
Community Councils during the period since the
last edition of Peninsula Papers.

Marloes & St. Brides Community Council
Council Vacancies
Written applications are invited to fill two vacancies on Marloes & St.
Brides Community Council. The closing date for applications is 7.30pm
on Monday 8th May 2017. It is intended that the vacancies will be filled by
co-option at the Council meeting that evening, after considering any written applications received. Further information can be obtained from the
Clerk to the Council – see also the County Council website www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/elections
Applications can be sent to the Clerk, Mrs. Yvonne Evans, or handed to a
Council member.

NOTICE OF VACANCY.
Dale Community Council is seeking a new Clerk to replace Hugh Bishop, who
will retire from the position of Clerk to Dale Community Council at the Annual
General Meeting of Dale Community Council in May, 2017.
The role, which is currently unpaid, involves:
•
Arranging meetings of Dale Community Council and its sub-committees.
•
Preparing Agendas and Minutes of all meetings.
•
Following up on and communicating decisions of the Community Council.
•
Attending to correspondence for the Community Council as required.
•
As Responsible Financial Officer, managing and reporting the financial affairs
of the Community Council
•
Managing the Community Council area of the Dale village website.
•
Liaising with other village organisations as required.
Applications are invited from residents who should contact Hugh Bishop at 01646
636 668 or at bishophc@btinternet.com or any Community Councillor.
Hugh Bishop, Clerk to Dale Community Council

Marine Pontoons
The six public pontoons at Dale, Hazelbeach, Neyland, Hobbs Point and Burton are
currently funded by Pembrokeshire County Council with a grant from Milford Haven Port Authority. The County Council are under considerable financial pressure
and have stated that they have to reduce this payment. They have also said that if
funds are not found then maybe they will have to consider deploying only some of
them in future.
These pontoons are of considerable value to visitors and locals alike, they benefit
local traders, businesses running boat trips, yacht clubs, local boat owners and to an
even greater extent visiting boat owners, they benefit fishermen and people with
children just wishing to catch crabs.
Initially I am trying to get a number of letters of support, by post or email, so that I
can use them to help support claims for funding from various organisations that may
be able to help.
If you are able to help with a letter of support or with suggestions or in any way,
then please contact me.
Many thanks,
George Llewellin
Rock House, Sandy Haven, St. Ishmaels, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA62 3DN
Email: sandyhaven@gmx.co.uk

May 2017 Diary
APRIL
Sat 29 1900 Barn Dance at St Ishmaels S&S Club in aid of Parkinsons’s.
Sun 30 1500 - 1730 Cream Teas in aid of St James Dale, Coronation Hall, Dale
MAY
Mon 1 1030 - 1630, to Sun 7th May. Pembrokeshire Arts Associates Spring
Exhibition, Coronation Hall, Dale
Mon 8 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
Mon 8 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall, St Ishmaels
Sat 13 1400 - 1600 Dale Fort Wildlife Watch, Small Mammal Trapping
Sun 14 1430 - 1600 Spring Cream Tea and Cake Stall, St Ishmael’s Church
Thu 18 1100 Exhibition opens in The Old Stables “The History of the Area in 100
Objects”, to 25th June, 11 am - 5 pm, admission free
Thu 18 1930 DADS AGM, Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall, Dale
Fri
19 1830 Folk & Food with Quarto, Dale Coronation Hall, See advert.
Sat 20 1930 Tempus concert of Dido & Aeneas and other works by Purcell, St
Mary’s Church, Haverfordwest
Mon 22 1930 Dale Play Area AGM, Coronation Hall, Dale
Mon 29 1430 - 1730 Dale WI Cream Teas and Stalls, Coronation Hall,, Dale
Wed 31 1000 - 1200 Marloes Mother’s Union Coffee Morning, Marloes Village Hall
JUNE
Sat 10 1030 - 1300 St Ishmaels S&S Club Potato Challenge weigh-in with stalls and
raffle

BOCCIA - FUN AFTERNOON SESSIONS IN MARLOES VILLAGE HALL
2 – 4 P.M. MONDAYS
Turn up and try out this game which is a cross between bowls & pétanque.
Contact: 01646 636274

Did you know that there is a “Library at Home”
service for people who have limited mobility contact the Library Service on 01437 776126 for
more information.
It is the responsibility of each organisation
to inform the editor of events for inclusion
in the diary

May Services
May 7th

9.30
11.00
11.00
9.30
11.00

Dale
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West
Walwyns Castle

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist

May 14th

9.30
9.30
11.00
9.30
11.00

Marloes
Dale
St Brides
Robeston West
Walwyns Castle

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer

Dale
Marloes
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West
Walwyns Castle

Roga;on Sunday
see PP ar;cle for
;mes at each
church

Dale
Marloes
St Brides
St Ishmaels
Robeston West
Walwyns Castle

Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Holy Eucharist
Messy Church

May21st

May28th

9.30
9.30
11.00
11.00
9.30
11.00

Wednesday Service - All, from across the parishes, are welcome to attend the short half
hour service of Morning Prayer held at 9am on Wednesday mornings except during
school holidays. The service includes a short period for quiet reflection, and is usually
led by Father Andrew. If you have not been to a Church service for a while, this simple
service may provide an opportunity to restart your Christian journey

Dale Play Area Association

AGM
Mon 22nd May 7.30 pm.
Coronation Hall
Exciting news – we have been successful in our “Expression of Interest” for Welsh Government funding and are now progressing to the
next stage. This would give us 70% of the funding we need – the
building phase is getting closer! Please join us at our AGM to hear in
detail how we are progressing. We also need YOUR input to help
ensure our funding bids are successful. All our efforts this year will
be focused on securing grant funding so we have decided to postpone Pirate Day for 2017. We recognise that local residents and visitors have supported our fun day for the past 3 years and have given
very generously. We mean this to be our regular fundraiser once the
area is built - Pirate Day will be back in 2018!

and HOPE Therapy Centre.

CREAM TEA + STALLS
BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY
29th MAY 2017
CORONATION HALL,DALE,
2.30-5.30pm
ALL WELCOME

Coastlands Local History Group
April provided a wonderful example of how our area is closely connected to our national history story from the very big picture, to the apparently very local one.
At the beginning of the month after the , as promised, very short AGM, John Evans
gave a splendidly clear and concise overview of The Battle of the Atlantic from the
perspective of Pembrokeshire. It was the first time many of us had the complete picture as to the importance of our area in this battle. A tour of the various establishments both Naval and RAF provided a fascinating insight into the part our area played
in the story. The airfields at Dale, Kete alongside the radar stations dotted around our
area, were vital links in the overall strategy of the High Command. If you wish to
know more of this topic, I would urge you to visit the Pembroke Heritage Centre in
The Old Garrison Chapel in Pembroke Dock where there is an exhibition on The
Battle of The Atlantic.
We then moved on to what would appear, on the surface, to be a totally local story,
except it has resulted in a name on the Ordinance Survey maps. There was standing
room only in Marloes Hall for Chris Jessop’s excellent talk and presentation on the
historic wreck, the Albion, which came to grief in Jack Sound in 1837. Having been
holed and quickly filling up with water, she was beached at what is now known as Albion Sands where parts of her engine can still be seen at low tide. Fortunately the 50
passengers and crew were all saved and also rescued were a quantity of live pigs and
some horses, which were on board. It appears that some of the pigs could not be
saved and the carcases found their way to Marloes!. Chris has done a lot of research
on the circumstances of the wreck while the detailed information on the building of
the ship and its engines, which Chris has uncovered, was also of great interest. Thank
you, Chris, for a really good evening of local history!
There is a very good article written by Chris in April’s Pembrokeshire Life for those
who could not make the talk - a good read!.
We now move away from the indoors to the outside. Those of you who have submitted your names for the outing to Llangwm arranged for May 22nd will be contacted as
to the final arrangements in the near future.
Non members are more than welcome at any talk, however many of our trips are
members only so you may need to join! You can become a member by contacting
Derek (636274). If you would like to know more about the History group, please be in
touch Yvonne (636251), Margaret (636295) or Harriet (636668)

FOR SALE: LASER SAILING DINGHY
Sail Number 172154. Full rig. 2 race-ready sails. New carbon tiller
extension. XD kicker. Launching trolley and cover.
She is in good condition with a completely dry hull and no “springy”
areas. The foils are sound but need a bit of tlc.
£1,650 o.n.o. Tel: 01646 636625 / ejm@uwclub.net

Tempus
presents a concert of

Dido & Aeneas
and other works by Henry Purcell
Conductor: Seimon Morris
Saturday 20th May 2017,
St Mary's Church, Haverfordwest
at 7:30pm
Tickets and reservations tempustickets@gmail.com
or choir members
locally from Alison Willis 01646 636808
DALE WI.
This year some of the proceeds from our cream tea will be in aid of The
HOPE Therapy Centre.
HOPE Therapy Centre looks to provide for the relief of sickness and suffering
of those with Multiple Sclerosis and other related conditions and their families
and carers in Pembrokeshire. They hope to achieve this by the provision of
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy, Physiotherapy and other therapies as necessary.
They also provide care, support, advice, counselling, information and by
providing or assisting in the provision of recreational and other leisure-time
occupation for these beneficiaries in the interests of social welfare with the
object of improving their conditions of life. So please come and support us as
we hope to help this worthy cause raise much needed funds. On the home
front the WI continues to provide courses, talks and craft events for the members.
If you should wish to join us please contact Mary Lewis (636430) or Ann Barkworth (636873)

Don’t forget there is a Police
surgery at St Ishmaels Garden
Centre every 3rd Thursday of the
month from 12-1pm

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2017
League fixtures
6th May
13th May
20th May
27th May
3rd June

1st XI v Cresselly home
1st XI v Carew away
1st XI v Kilgetty away
1st XI v Pembroke home
1st XI v Neyland away

2nd XI v Hook II away
2nd XI v Narberth II home
2nd XI v Llechryd II home
2nd XI v Pembroke II away
2nd XI v Kilgetty II home

Cup competitions
Harrison Allen Bowl Round 1 Wed 10th May v Crymych home
Harrison Allen Bowl Round 2 Wed 24th May v Johnston away (If
successful in Round 1)
Duggie Morris Cup Round 1 Wed 17th May v Haverfordwest home
Alec Colley Cup Round 1 Tues 30th May v Llechryd home
Yours in sport
Wendy Bradshaw (Tel. 636446), Sec. St Ishmaels C.C.

STARGAZING AT ST BRIDES - A PCNPA EVENT
The event on 22nd April was fully booked and we had a great turn out. Over
38 people were there ranging from family groups to young budding astronomers.
The Preseli Astronomy Group had 8 members present who bought their own
equipment with them. They were on-hand to talk to people about the specifics of telescopes, and pointing out night sky objects. We could not have been
more lucky with the weather as the belt of high pressure allowed perfectly
clear skies for the event.
The event stated with Jupiter rising low to the horizon out of the East, closely
followed by Sirius. As the sky darkened more planets become visible like Mercury, Venus and Mars. The Lyrids Meteor shower did not disappoint as visitors got excellent views of meteors falling through the Earth's atmosphere.
One lady spotted over 18 in one hour!
A huge thank you to Dale WI for providing the hot refreshments on the
night. They were greatly appreciated by everyone. Obviously thanks to Preseli
Astronomy Group for providing the expertise. Finally thank you to everyone
who came and made it what it was. Everyone had a thoroughly enjoyable time
and we will be running a similar events like this later in the year.
Dan Wynn

DADS A.G.M 2017 will be held on
Thurs.May 18th
at 7.30pm
in the Jubilee Suite, Coronation Hall.
The business section will be followed by refreshments and we hope a lively discussion of ideas for our next show. Please come along, We’d love to see as many
old and new faces as possible – there is a slot for you somewhere in our next production!

A PRIMROSE BREEZE
A primrose breeze
Is blowing down the lovely unkempt field edges,
For the first time this year:
Warm; gentle; to begin with, only palely scented.
The last time of walking it, which was a week ago,
Our village’s long lane to the sea
Stretched wet-stoned and winter dull;
But today when we, sun-lured down there,
Reach that first deep cuttingD
We find heat-rich banks
Speary with uncoiling bracken,
Lime-bright with upthrusts of fernery –
And, after the hairpin turn has offered that first far view,
We quick-tramp towards the Atlantic’s surfy beckon
Through clouds of yolk-yellow gorse scent,
Sweet with flavour as childhood-remembered ice cream.
Chris Jessop

PEMBROKESHIRE ARTS ASSOCIATES SPRING EXHIBITION
Come and visit our first art exhibition of 2017 at Coronation Hall, Dale from
Monday 1st May to Sunday 7th May inclusive, Open 10.30 am to 4.30 pm
daily. Exhibits will include many new works in Oils, Watercolours, Acrylics and
Mixed Media. Various artists will be in attendance throughout the week to answer
any questions or just chat about their work. Refreshments will be available.
Deanne Strong

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
EXHIBITION
“The History of the Area
in 100 Objects”
18th May - 25th June 2017
Thursday - Sunday
11.00am - 5.00pm
Admission Free
This exhibition will use items from the history group’s archive and from people’s private collections to illustrate the rich history of our area. These tools
which unlock the history will often be items recognised by you all, but some
may be not so well known. We look forward to welcoming you all, visitor and
local alike, to come, view and learn about the history right on our own doorstep. To further illustrate how much we feature in local and national history see
the main piece from the history group elsewhere in this magazine. Some of you
may not even be aware of items locked away in your attics/ sheds which maybe
of great significance in telling the story of our area. So please look through attics and sheds, (a great chance for a clear out!) and if you have any photos,
books or ‘things’ which might relate to this exhibition- and that covers almost
anything - please do bring them along, we would love to see them.
The Old Stables will be open on Thursdays 10am – 12noon until the exhibition
For more information contact Margaret (636295) or Harriet (636668)

Marloes Haiku
Haiku are little 3-line poems of 5-7-5 syllables. They were originally devised in
Japan. Other cultures have developed their own haiku practices:- making adaptations for the local language but trying to maintain the Japanese concept of saying
a little but implying a lot.
Haiku-writing flourishes in beautiful surroundings. For example, groups of poets
come to Pembrokeshire to inspire each other to write haiku. Maybe us locals could
do the same via an informal network. Here are a few examples relevant to
Marloes.
Mike Hayes

disturbed in my sleep
by silence, utter silence
of starlight outside

a few hardy souls
suddenly stop in their tracks
and stare out to sea

lying on the sand
castles, fish, a crocodile
gliding overhead

long past my bedtime
exploring a silver path
to distant islands

Local Community Groups with regular meetings
Please let me have any comments or amendments to this list.
Group
Usual day/time Where
Contact
1st & 3rd Tues
Dale WI
7:30
Jub, Dale Ann Barkworth 636873
Peninsula Songsters
Tues 7:30
MV Hall
Emma Halls 636932
Gentle Exercise Class
Thurs 4:00
MV Hall
Glenys Cullen 636257
Welcome Club (Over
60s)
Wed pm
MV Hall
Vi Parsons 636380
Mothers Union
2nd Tues
MV Hall
Bridget Lister 636274
Coastlands History Grp
See Diary
Various
Harriet Bishop 636668
Table Tennis
Thurs evenings
DC Hall
Anne Meeke 636716
Bowls
Tues evenings
DC Hall
Cath Gandee 636492
Coronation Hall
Mon evenings –
Rosemary Mecklenburgh
Film Club
see Diary
DC Hall
636463
Little Nippers
Mon 1:30 - 3:00
School
Alison Thomas 693838
Quilting Group
Mon 2:00 - 4:30
Jub, Dale Carol Cawley 636447

Puzzled by Elms
An unusual event is happening in our garden at the
moment – the Elm trees are producing fruit. We
have lived here for 14 years and this has never
happened before – presumably the right sort of
February does not happen very often, for these
trees flower in the very early spring. At this time.
their bunches of little red hermaphrodite flowers
can be seen on the upper twigs with the aid of
binoculars. The flowers are pollinated by wind, and
if successful produce fruits, called samaras. They
are like little flying saucers but not completely circular - they have slight point on one side
and a dent on the opposite side. At the moment we have plenty of opportunity to inspect
them as they are all over the lawn, covering the cars, sticking to our shoes and getting
transported indoors!
Deep in the catacombs of my memory I thought I’d remembered that English Elms did not
produce fruit, so I started investigating to try and find out what these trees could be. My
(rather old) Collins field guide to the Trees of Britain and Northern Europe categorically
states that “English Elms are confined to England and perhaps SE France, probably introduced in very early times to the Bristol Channel region” and “The Wych Elm is abundant
in west and north Wales”. Some frustratingly useless web searching revealed that Welsh
spinning wheels and longbows are often made of Elm (presumably Wych Elm). It also revealed that Elm taxonomy is a minefield and identification not easy.
I am sure my trees are not Wych Elms, as the leaves (not out yet but I can remember
from previous years!) are not big enough and are rather rough and buckled. Also, the
trunks are cracked into small square plates, the trees sucker profusely, the young suckers
usually have smooth grey bark but sometimes corky and ridged – all this points to English
Elm. And the type of Elm tree in our garden is quite common in this area – I am sure they
are in the woodlands in Dale – so what I have here is certainly no rarity! I think these are
English Elms and my Collins Guide is just plain wrong, however, I am more than ready to
be corrected! (Perhaps the Collins Guide author forgot that there were two sides to the
Bristol Channel!)
Of course, being Elm trees they succumb periodically to Dutch Elm Disease. We used to
lose a couple of the largest trees each year which was handy for firewood (though even
when very dry it is reluctant to burn on its own – you have to mix it with pine or oak).
However we have not lost one for a number of years and some of the trees are now getting quite big – I feel a big die-off is in the offing.
And, my original memory about English Elms not producing fruit – how does that fit? Well,
my memory was wrong – they do produce fruit but they do not produce fertile fruit (or
only rarely).
Rosemary Royle

St Ishmaels Sports Club
POTATO CHALLENGE 2017
All proceeds to go to The Welsh Air Ambulance and The Paul Sartori Foundation
Return your potato crop in the pot on June 10th between 1030 and 1300. There
will be teas, coffee and a raffle, plus cake and plant stalls.
We will also be selling seeds for The Longest Runner Bean and The Biggest Sunflower contests. Sunflower and runner bean seeds will be available for sale at 5
seeds for £1.00.
The Longest Runner Bean and The Biggest Sunflower contests will be judged at
The Macmillan Coffee Morning in September. All proceeds will go to charity.
Come along, join in the fun and get those green fingers working
PRIZES: Largest adult potato crop: Meal for two at The Brook Inn, kindly
donated by Sally and Johnny. Largest children’s potato crop: £15 Argos
voucher, donated by St Ishmaels Sports Club.
If anyone would like to donate a prize for the raffle it would be appreciated.
ONE FOR YOUR DIARY:
August Bank Holiday soul nights at the sports club
Disco music on Saturday 26th and Sunday 27th. Camping available from Friday 25th to
Monday 28th August. £5.00 per night, showers available. Food available in the clubhouse. For more information phone the sports club on 01646 636444

Join local folk band

Quarto - "a sheer delight"
(Mick Tems, FolkWales)
at their latest
“Folk and Food” event!

Coronation Hall, Dale,
Friday May 19th
Doors open 6.30pm
A folk concert with a two-course meal in the middle all for
£10! Tickets available from early May from
Be-Gemmed, The Old Post Office, Dale
or from The Village Stores, Marloes
See quartofolk.com for more details.
Licensed Bar - proceeds from Bar to Local Organisations

Some reminders of
the varied items in
the last DADS show
Pantobury Tales.

Fun in the sun making butterfly garden
feeders…
April’s Wildlife Watch was a fantastic success with a record
number of families turning up to help make butterfly feeders.
We were pleased to see so many new faces. The weather was
glorious so we were able to sit on the sun deck overlooking stunning views of the bay as
we got creative. The aim was to make the feeder as bright and colourful as possible to
look extra attractive to our butterflies. Everyone rose to the challenge spectacularly – the
finished products looked great!
There was also a quick demonstration of our moth trap that we use for long term monitoring of moth species here at Dale Fort. We also had a look at some of the moths we
caught the previous evening.
Overall, everyone had a lovely time in the sun, while learning all about moths and butterflies. We hope the feeders will attract many beautiful butterflies in your gardens!
Join us next month at the Fort on Saturday
13th May 2pm-4pm for some exciting small
mammal trapping. We will be learning about
the kinds of mammals we might find in the
Dale Fort grounds and will be setting up traps
to see what we catch. Hope to see you there!
For more information about the group or
next month’s activity, visit the Dale Fort
Wildlife Watch page on
www.wildlifewatch.org.uk/watchgroups/dalefort or ring on 01646 636 205 or email Emma/
Holly on ea.df@field-studies-council.org.

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR THE

JUNE ISSUE IS
Sunday 21st May 2017
This is your church & community publication - so why not contribute something?

Articles should ideally be no larger then 2/3 A5 page or about 350 words.
Adverts for events should be ideally no more than 1/4 A5 page size or
maximum 1/2 A5 page
Please submit all copy by email or hardcopy to:

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: see below
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels
SA62 3TL

sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 636 691

ADVERTISING
Rosemary Royle, Orlandon Kilns, St Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembs SA62 3AP
01646 636970 rsroyle@orlandon.co.uk
Management Committee: Reverend Andrew Johnson (Managing Editor), Harriet
Bishop (Dale), Richard Neale (St Ishmaels), William Richards (Marloes & St Brides),
Gillian Thorne (Robeston West), Rosemary Royle (Editor)
Copy Editor:
Rosemary Royle 01646 636970 rsroyle@orlandon.co.uk
Postal Sec.:
Christine Provan: Tel: 01646 636443 (For those who do not live
Sec
in the parishes but would like to receive a copy at a cost of £8.00 per year)
Distribution Organisers.:
Organisers Harriet Bishop (Dale) Barbara Black (Marloes) Hilary Orton (St Ishmaels & Hasguard), Mary Lewis (St Brides), Gill Thorne (Robeston West)

ORANGE BAG AND FOOD COLLECTIONS: Every Thursday from 6:30am
(check locally for actual times)
BLACK BAG AND BOTTLES ON these Thursday dates: April 7th and
21st, May 5th and 19th, June 2nd, 16th & 30th

