Curlews

It is in September that you are most likely to hear Curlews
flying around beaches and estuaries of west Pembrokeshire,
making their beautiful musical call as they go. Curlews no
longer nest on the Pembrokeshire mainland, though a few
pairs still nest on Skomer. However large numbers arrive in
September to spend the winter in the Cleddau Estuary.

Currently about 500 spend the winter here, and up to 100 of w il
these are on the saltmarsh and estuary at the Gann.
| am often asked where the Gann Curlews come from, and

where they spend their summers. Do they come from further

north in Wales, or from Scotland, or from further afield?? The
short answer is that we do not exactly know but we are beginning to find out.

At the moment the only information we have is from Curlews who were *colour-ringed on the
breeding grounds and then sighted here. From this we now know that birds from Germany, the
Netherlands and from Shropshire have visited over the last few years. Also two birds from
*headstarting projects in eastern England have been seen here.

As an example, on 6™ Jan 2024 a GPS-tagged and colour ringed Curlew arrived at the Gann. A bit of
research showed that this bird was ringed as a breeding adult in Germany. The plot from the GPS tag
revealed that it had also visited the Gann the previous year!
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Whilst in Pembrokeshire it actually spent most of its time on the
Castlemartin peninsula - fascinating.

So we are beginning to get a picture — many of the birds we have
identified so far come from further east.

Of course we can also ring birds at the Gann and find out where they
go and indeed, over the last couple of years there has been a project
under-way to colour-ring Curlews at the Gann. Hopefully we will soon
find out where they go in summer — watch this space for further
information.

Rosemary Royle



