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Information and news for the communities of St Ishmaels, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Brides and Marloes. 

PPPPapurauapurauapurauapurau    PPPPenrhynenrhynenrhynenrhyn    
Gwybodaeth a newyddion am gymunedau St Ishmael’s, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Bride’s a Marloes. 

SEPTEMBER   2024  MEDI        

With thanks to Wendy Kehoe 



LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP is open every day from 9:30 
 

MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:MOBILE  LIBRARY:    
Next visit   20th September 

St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 
Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) or Pembs CC website for info 
 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday: Thursday: Thursday: Thursday:  St Ishmaels 11:15 - 12:15   Marloes  13:00 - 14:00 Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896 
719409 
mvhbookings@hotmail.com 
St Ishmaels S&S Club: Deborah 
Cheshire  07972 732423 
dlchesh35@aol.com 
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 

EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 

        

The Church in WalesThe Church in WalesThe Church in WalesThe Church in Wales    
Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West     

Fr. Andrew Johnson, Rev’d Samuel Patterson,  
Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson, Rev’d Gaynor Ford 

    

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West    
Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@outlook.com 

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Brides    
Rev’d Samuel Patterson 01646 690565, SamuelPatterson@cinw.org.uk 

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaels    
Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452  gaynorford2846@btinternet.com    

                                            Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens    
Dale: Dale: Dale: Dale: Peter Morgan 636625  

St BridesSt BridesSt BridesSt Brides: Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242 
Marloes: Marloes: Marloes: Marloes: Yvonne Evans 636251 

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels: Heather Phippen 562711  Christine Llewellin 07813 960637 
Walwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 

Robeston WestRobeston WestRobeston WestRobeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693 
 

 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ----    Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  
    Aenon Aenon Aenon Aenon ----    Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Rev’d Jon Brewer 0777 4845497 sandyhillchapel@gmail.com  



Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Dear All, 
Everything seems to be a little out of kilter this year, just a bit kift. 
So, even though I am writing this in August, the view from my win-
dow already looks Autumnal. My apple trees are in full fruit and I am 
starting to worry about what will be left for harvest festivals come 
the end of the month. 

 Of course, that has always been a problem. Harvests rarely come 
exactly to plan so a date set months, even years in advance rarely 
coincides with what is actually happening in the fields. I remember a 
farmer going silent when we were meant to be singing, “All is safely 
gathered in..” because it was not and he was desperately worried 
whether he was going to get any crop at all. 

 I blame the inventor of the modern harvest festival, Rev’d Robert 
Hawker (1803-1875), the vicar of Morwenstow in Cornwall. Before he 
brought it into church, the harvest festival had been out into the 
fields and orchards when the job was finished and usually involved 
lots of drinking and other shenanigans the Victorians claimed to dis-
approve of. In doing so he probably saved it from being swept away 
altogether by mechanisation and the end of farming as a community 
exercise. 

 Mind you, Robert Hawker was a strange man. As a curate he would 
sit on a rock in Bude harbour, dressed as a mermaid and sing strange 
songs of his own composition. Crowds would come to watch the   
spectacle of him with a seaweed wig and an oil-cloth tail and nothing 
else. The ‘mermaid’s’ career came to an end when a local farmer took 
a pot shot at him with his gun. At that point the ‘mermaid’ stood up, 
sang ‘God save the King’ and dived back into the sea never to be seen 
again. 

   Robert Hawker, however, was seen again and got weirder as he 
got older. All I am saying is that if you think your vicars are eccen-
tric, we still have quite a way to go! 

  With every blessing, 

 Andrew, Rhiannon, Samuel, Gaynor 



St Ishmael's Church 

Thank you to everyone who supported our craft festival held in the church 
at the end of July, and a big thank you to everyone who put in items for 
sale, baked cakes and served teas  
The amount raised was £1464.38. Another big thank you to Wendy Brad-
shaw for looking after the money side. 
We drew the 100 club on the last day and the winners are as follows.. 
First.. Jason Llewellin  
Second.. Lisa Llewellin  
Third.. Emma Rose Llewellin  



St Brides & Marloes Fete 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lovely weather on August 1st encouraged record numbers of people to come 

along to St. Brides and Marloes Church Fete, in the grounds of St. Brides Castle.  

In addition to the usual wide range of stalls and games, teas and hot food, we were 

treated to the Cantabile Singers serenading us with a wide repertoire of songs. 

The Fete raised £5962, a significant contribution to the costs of running the two 

Churches. 

With many thanks to everyone who contributed, stall holders, tea ladies, movers of 

tables and chairs, Shetland Shu*lers, Ra*le organisers and many more. Particular 

thanks to the management and sta* of St. Brides Castle for allowing us the use of 

their grounds and providing support on the day, and to the Cantabile Singers. 

Yvonne Evans, Chair Marloes and St. Brides Church Committee. 

This picture 
was taken just 
as the fete 
opened—it go 
much busier 
than this!! 

ROAD CLOSURES IN MARLOES STARTING September 9th 
There are significant road closures planned in Marloes starting September 9th for telecomms 
work. They involve the main road through the village, then the back road to Marloes Sands 
car park.  See the Marloes Website marloes.org.uk for full details and maps. (Footnote: The 
Community Council has challenged these road closures stating that they are not acceptable 
in the holiday season and asking that they are put back to October) 

Location Dates (approx.) 
  

Class III C3012 Village Road – From its junction with 
the northern access to Glebe Lane west to the road 
leading towards the car park 

  

Monday 09/09/24 for 10 days 

Unclassified (U6001) road – from its junction with the 
C3102 Village road, via Marloes Court Farm west to the 
end of public highway 

Monday 23/09/24 for 10 days 



 

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY.   3.00pm Sunday 15th September 2024 
  
The Community Council of St. Ishmaels have commissioned the building of a 
new War Memorial for the Village.  It is under construction now at the studio 
workshop of the well known monument artist designer Howard Bowcott, and 
will be located beside the Playing Fields near the Village Sports & Social 
Club.  The Inauguration Ceremony will be at 3.00pm on Sunday 15th September 
2024, which is also the 84thAnniversary of Battle of Britain Day. 
  

The unique and strikingly contemporary Memorial will now honour all 12 
young local people who gave their lives during both World Wars.  This new 
Cenotaph will be an enhancing addition to the County of Pembrokeshire, in true 
recognition of their sacrifice and to remind us all how awful war is. Also there 
are over 50 castings of shells modelled by children at the nearby Coastlands 
Primary School, which will celebrate the hope and promise for the youth of our 
next generation. 
  

It would be grand to see you at the Inauguration Ceremony on the 15th Septem-
ber.  The Assistant Bishop of St. David’s will be attending, together with repre-
sentatives of other denominations and faiths, plus of course the RBL, the  
Services together with other dignitaries, press and media.   The wearing of  
medals/decorations/chains of office and uniforms would be welcome. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The new War Memorial will stand 12’ 6” high and feature red sandstone with Welsh 
slate cross-banding on which the 12 remembered names are inscribed. Atop is a perfect 
Celtic Cross. 



Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils Community Councils  
Dale Dale Dale Dale No information received 
 
Marloes & St BridesMarloes & St BridesMarloes & St BridesMarloes & St Brides    
July 2024 Community Council Meeting 
Community Issues 
Recreation Area / Playing Fields / Vil-
lage Hall 
Cllr CJ confirmed the Enhancing Pembroke-
shire Grant will be applied for by the Com-
munity Council with the Playing Field Com-
mittee’s support regarding the new fencing 
and local benches.   
Cllr CJ working to source a contractor for 
quotes on the works. Cllrs CJ to apply for 
new benches within same grant application 
to support action point 4.9 Village Benches.  
Propose public meeting to discuss the final 
positions of the benches in the community.  
Clock Tower 
Cllr CJ has been successful in the PCNPA 
SDF funding application for the broken light 
issue in the clock tower (Cllrs CJ and PS 
will organise work). Clerk confirmed suc-
cessful grant claim in bank account.  
Highways  
Cllrs discussed issues with speeding in the 
village. The new 20mph speed limit does 
not register / show on satellite navigation.  
Cllr CJ to draft letter to Welsh Minister 
regarding the speeding and 20mph speed 
limit / sat nav issue for Marloes and St 
Brides community.  
Bus Service 
Cllrs confirmed the re-appointment of the 
coastal bus routes (puffin shuttle service) is 
a great success for the local community. 
The bus routes were re-instated due to the 
consultation and complaints made by the 
Community Council. 
Some teething issues with the flexi bus for 
local residents (buses not turning up or 
unable to cancel bookings).  
Welsh Water Community Fund 

Cllrs discussed use of the Welsh Water 
Community Fund grant for new benches to 
be placed on the clock green and the bea-
con field (land owners happy). Approved by 
Cllr SP and seconded by Cllr MH.  
Vicky Sewell (National Park) happy and in 
agreement with locations. Cllr CJ to follow 
up funding bid with Welsh Water.  
Planning matters 
NP/24/0277/FUL: Winterton Farm, North 
Lane, Dale, Pembrokeshire, SA62 3AS Dele-
gated No issues with proposal.  
NP/24/0284/S73: Anchor Cottage, Mar-
loes, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62 
3AZ Delegated Marloes and St Brides Com-
munity Council objected to this building 
when it first came before us, for being too 
dominant generally and having excessive 
impact on neighbours.  Understandably we 
are now very concerned with the roof al-
teration related to planning application 
NP/24/0284/S73, which proposes a noticea-
bly higher roof line than before.  The in-
creased height of the roof will make this 
building even more unacceptable, both in 
the context of the setting generally and as 
regards neighbouring houses.  And it would 
set a most unwelcome precedent, if nearby 
houses then proceeded with outbuildings 
having impact at a similar scale. 
Next meeting: Monday 9th September 2024 
@ 7:30pm  
 
St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels    
Meeting held on Wednesday, 17h July 
2024 in the Sports Club 
 WAR MEMORIAL UPDATE. Patrick 
Edgington, chairman of the memorial action 
group attended the meeting to give a pro-
gress report of the latest work done by the 
group, thus:- 
1.      VAT.  The first tranche of VAT 
Grant (£1,300) has been received into the 



Community Council Bank Account.  Coun-
cil warned that, with the change of Govt, 
this could dry-up at any time.  Also worth 
noting that this was paid from the claim 
dated 12th Feb 2024... over 5 months to go 
through the approval system.  
3.      Foundations.  Councillors Unani-
mously approved the request for an extra 
£400 to cover increase costs.  Works on 
the memorial would now commence soon 
after Carnival Day. (Saturday 20th July) 
4.      Rostrum.  Stuart thought he might 
be able to source the cable for the elec-
tricity supply for the PA System.  It was 
suggested that it might be attached to the 
fence poles for safety 
5.      Brown Sign.  No news from PCC 
yet. The clerk has contacted them again. 
6.      Archive & Wikipedia.  Once the 
memorial is inaugurated, funding would be 
sought for an information leaflet.  
7.      Bugler & Band. Milford Haven 
Town Band has been asked to attend by 
the clerk and a reply is awaited. He said he 
could source another band and bugler if 
they cannot be there. 
8.      Programme & Ceremony.  The 
Bishop of St. Davids, Rt. Revd Dorrien 
Davies has regretfully informed the clerk 
that he is now unable to attend the cere-
mony on the 15th September as previously 
arranged. The Rt. Rev. Dr John Saxbee, 
retired Lord Bishop of Lincoln and the 
Assistant Bishop of St. Davids, has readily 
agreed to attend in his place.  
9.     Leaflet.  New one out soon. Tish 
Topics & PP.  all notified previously re: 
Memorial Inauguration date. 
10.   Printing.  £150-200 budget approved 
by councillors. 
11.   Police & Traffic.  Police ad-
vised.  Graham kindly agreed to deal with 
parking. 
12.   Interpretive Board.  Annabel is 
pursuing funding. 
13.   Memorial Plaque.  The C.C. will 

give this their consideration. 
14.   Drone Photography.  Stuart would 
kindly investigate. 
*Unanimously agreed that the clerk should 
speak for the Community Council . 
*The clerk to read the 12 names of The Fall-
en. 
*The Head Teacher of Coastlands had said 
that since he was unable to guess how many 
of the school children would attend the Cere-
mony, he felt that everyone should simply sing 
the Anthem.  
*Much thanks extended to Graham & Wendy 
Bradshaw  re: offer of tea & cake etc. 
BROOK LAKE. The responsibility for 
cleaning the Brook Lake is stated by the 
county council to be that of the riparian 
owners, as reported by the clerk at Octo-
ber 2023 meeting. In response to further 
contact to the county council to finally 
reiterate their decision, he received this 
from Pembs C.C. 
”The cleaning of weed, etc, from the water-
course the is the riparian responsibility. I am 
aware that we have cleaned it on a couple of 
occasions in recent years on a goodwill basis, 
but clearly this was using public resource to 
address a riparian landowner issue, so it can-
not continue. Letters /notices will now need to 
be served on the adjoining owners. I have cop-
ied in the officer who deals with Ordinary Wa-
tercourses management to note this discus-
sion.” (These had been served on 17th Novem-
ber.) 
LINDSWAY CLIFF BENCH Thanks 
were recorded to Stuart and Ken Hackett 
and particularly Robert Cockburn (SJ Tal-
bots) for the wood for the bench. 
NOTICEBOARD ON BURGAGE 
GREEN. Thanks were extended to Ken 
Thomas for his help to the clerk in erect-
ing the new board. 
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING.  
Wednesday, September 18th 2024    
  



Walwyns CastleWalwyns CastleWalwyns CastleWalwyns Castle    
Minutes of the Meeting on Wednes-
day 3rd July 2024; 7:30pm.  
Matters Arising 
Neighbourhood watch – After discus-
sion it was proposed by Cllr Truswell and 
seconded by Cllr Harries to purchase 15 
neighbourhood watch signs (to include 2 
surpluses if there are future requests). A 
one-off purchase, no further signs will be 
purchased in future. Cllr Truswell to pur-
chase and the Clerk to reimburse.  
Mirrors – After discussion it was pro-
posed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr 
Harries that no mirrors will be purchased. 
PCC have made clear that mirrors should 
be placed on private land only. Concerns 
regarding who would be liable in the event 
of an accident if the Community Council 
purchased the mirrors.  
Community Issues 
Highway 
County Cllr George confirmed that she has 
met with Highways and work is scheduled 
near Gordy Hall in the next few weeks.  
Signage 
The Clerk to contact PCC regarding instal-
lation of a defibrillator’s location sign on 
White Hart Crossroads. Sign also to go at 
the entrance to the Village Hall. All Cllrs in 
agreement that signs would be a positive 

addition to the village so long as Highways 
approved.   
Website 
PCC have confirmed that the current web-
site (pembstcc.co.uk) used by the Commu-
nity Council to upload meeting minutes and 
relevant documents will be inactive by 
Christmas 2024. The Clerk to attend train-
ing organised by PCC in setting up a new 
Google webpage for free. There may be an 
opportunity for the Community Council to 
have a webpage on the Village Hall’s new 
website but Cllr Truswell to discuss with 
the Village Hall.    
AOB   
PCC have confirmed that three streetlights 
at Robeston are being decommissioned as a 
cost saving exercise. Cllr Evans asked the 
Clerk to contact Andrew Scott to see if 
they would have funding to light outside 
the Church.  
Cllr Truswell informed the Council that the 
defib pads are in need of replacing as they 
are due to expire in August 2024. The pads 
come at a cost (approx. £60) as they are 
no longer supplied via NHS for free. The 
Clerk to order and factor this cot into fi-
nancial forecast in future. Cllr Davies pro-
posed and Cllr Harries seconded. 
Date of next meeting – 4th September 
2024 

   Tai Chi Classes    
Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall 

Thursdays 10:00 – 11:00 am from 19/9 
Broad Haven Village Hall 

Thursdays 2:00 – 3:00 pm from 26/9 
Open to All - Beginners and visitors welcome at any class 

Classes are free but a donation to offset costs would be appreciated 
Contact simon.rptc@gmail.com for more information 



Diary for SeptemberDiary for SeptemberDiary for SeptemberDiary for September    

AUGUST 
Fri 30 1800 St Ishmaels Cricket Club Junior Presentation 
   Evening 
SEPTEMBER 
Wed  4   Walwyn’s Castle Community Council, Village 
Hall 
Mon  9 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council Marloes Village Hall 
Wed 11 1900 Marloes Village Hall talk - “From Shipwrecks to Sea Safety: The 
  Wooltack Point Coastwatch lookout” by Jez Horton 
Sat 14 1845 St Ishmaels Cricket Club Senior Presentation Evening  
Sun 15 1500 St Ishmaels War Memorial Inauguration Ceremony 
Wed 18  St Ishmaels Community Council, Sports and Social Club 
Wed 18 1930 Coastlands Local History Group “Coastal Lime Kilns of West  
  Wales” by Dr Julian Whiteright, Dale Coronation Hall  
Thu 19 1000 Tai Chi at Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall - season starts 
Tue 24 1930 Dale WI Open Meeting, “From Dormice to Water Buffalo” by 
  Nathan Walton, S&WWWT 
Thu 28 1400 Tai Chi at Broadhaven Village Hall - season starts 
Sun 29 0900 onwards  Dale Half Marathon and 10k, starts Dale Sea Front 
Sun 29 1800 Harvest Songs of Praise, St Bridget's Church St Brides 
 
OCTOBER 
Sat  3 1000 - 1500 Community Apple Juicing Event., Walwyns Castle Village 
  Hall 
Sat  3 1930 A Musical Evening at St James the Great Church at Walwyn’s  
  Castle 
Fri  4 1900 Marloes Village Hall talk - “Apples - growing them by the sea” by 
 Chris Jessop & Fiona Gomersall 

A recent 
example of Jon 

Foreman’s  
sand art at 

Lindsway Bay 

It is the responsibil-
ity of each organi-

sation to inform the 
editor of events  

for inclusion in the 
diary.  



Services for September 
 

St Ishmaels 
8th September 11am communion 
22nd September 11am communion 
 
St Brides & Marloes 
1st Sept   11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 
8th Sept   11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy  Communion 
15th Sept  11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 
22nd Sept  11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy Communion 
29th Sept   6pm – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Anglican Churches Together Harvest Songs of 
Praise 
 

Dale, Walwyn’s Castle & Robeston West 
1st    6.00pm  Eucharist St James Dale. 
8th   11.00am  Eucharist St James the Great Walwyns Castle. 
15th  11.00am Eucharist St Andrew Robeston West. 
    6.00pm   Eucharist St James the Great Dale. 
22nd  11.00am  Eucharist  St James the Great Walwyns Castle 
29th   6.00pm Songs of Praise St Brides Church 
 
Aenon Baptist Church Sandy Hill 
1st    10;30am All Age Worship & Communion, Childrens activities, Rev'd Jon Brewer 
8th,   10:30am All Age Worship & Childrens activities, Rev'd Jon Brewer 
15th,  10:30am All Age Worship & Childrens activities, Rev'd Jon Brewer 
22nd  10:30am HARVEST SERVICE and Children's activities, Rev'd Jon Brewer 
29th,  10:30am, All Age Worship, Children's activities. Mr Roy Brewer. 
Weekly: 
Tuesdays 10:30am Tea & Toast, all welcome. 
Wednesdays: Rivers of Life small groups meet for Bible 
Study & Prayer. 
Monthly: Thursday 19th September 2pm all are wel-
come to Hymnspiration. Community hymn singing, in-
spiring talk, and Tea & cake. 

HARVEST SERVICE 
for all the family, 
"Fruitful and Thank-
ful."10:30am,  
SUN 22ND SEPT, 
Aenon, Sandy Hill.  Find 
us SA62 3DL. 



 

Dale WI 
 

June saw the National Annual General Meeting of the WI take place in the Albert Hall in 
London.  Ellie Morgan attended on behalf of Dale Branch and gave us excellent feedback at 
our last business meeting.  What a gathering it appears to have been with 4,000 delegates 
attending and many more joining on line.  The main theme was the long-term campaign to 
end violence against women and girls.  Speakers included Spice Girl Melanie Browne MBE 
talking about her 10-year abusive marriage and Nazir Afzal OBE, former chief prosecutor, 
who has personally been behind the prosecution of many male abusers of women and girls.  
I also listened to part of what both of these people said on a WI podcast about the event 
and felt deeply moved.  The WI urges members to take action to end the scourge of vio-
lence against women.  
  
Ellie Morgan also hosted a wonderful President’s bring and share lunch in July on one of the 
few warm days of the Summer so far.  Unfortunately, I could not attend but was informed 
that it was very enjoyable and continued well into the afternoon. 
 
The WI as a National Organisation continues to develop its online presence with an ex-
panding number of on-line classes and interest groups.  I wish I had the time to participate 
in more of what is on offer.   
 
In September, Nathan Walton a Wildlife Trust Officer from the Wildlife Trust of South and 
West Wales is speaking at an open meetings to be held on Tuesday 24th September at 7.30 
in the Coronation Hall.  The intriguing title is ‘From Dormice to Water Buffalo’.  On en-
quiring I discovered that the Wildlife Trust do have some Water Buffalo in Pembrokeshire! 
Open meetings are free to the general public. Please come! 
 
Potential new members are welcome to contact me on 07854 854838.  We meet twice 
monthly in the Coronation Hall, Dale.             Gail Smith 



Coastlands Local History Group. 
Members spent the summer enjoying a trip to Penrhos Cottage  a ‘ty un nos’ 
house. This is a house which has to be erected overnight and have a fire burning 
in the hearth by daybreak. If achieved the family own the plot. Penrhos Cottage 
was built around 1800 and lived in until 1967. It remains unchanged inside and is 
a gem of a building.  There are moves afoot to form a group to look after the 
building and to enable more people to visit it. An ad hoc visit to the Haverford-
west Pop Up Museum was an extra item on the programme taken up by mem-
bers. The Haverfordwest Museum is a wonderful resource and we look forward 
to viewing it in all its glory when the Riverside improvements are completed.  
We now return to the main programme of talks, starting with the return of Dr 
Julian Whitewright of RCAHMW as he comes to give us an insight into the 
Coastal Lime Kilns of West Wales. This talk is in Coronation Hall on Wed 18th 
September at 7.30pm. All are most welcome to attend. 
The exhibition in The Old Stables Heritage Centre, South Street, Dale enters its 
last month. The Heritage Centre is open weekly Thurs-Sun 2-5pm. The exhibi-
tion looks at the Military history of the Kete site from its time as a RAF Chain 
Home Low RADAR base through to it becoming a Royal Navy base where train-
ing in RADAR, Air Direction and Meteorology took place. The base played an 
important role in the life of the village of Dale and many still fondly recall parties, 
events and people from that time. The legacy of the Base can be viewed in the 
housing left behind by the Navy when the base was disbanded. Come along and 
recall memories or make new ones with facts you never knew! It’s a good shel-
ter from the rain... 
If you would like to become a member please do contact us. It costs just £5.00 
per person a year  
If you need any further clarification please contact Harriet (636668 ) or Yvonne 
(636251) 

Peninsula Papers Supporters Club summer draw   
 

The summer draw for the Peninsula Papers Supporters Club was held on Friday 26th July 
at the Craft Fair at St Ishmaels Church. The numbers were drawn by various organisers 
and attendees at the Draft Fair. The prize winners were: 
 

1st Prize £100: Patrick Edgington 

2nd Prize £50: Peter Smithies 

3rd Prize £30: Alan Carrington 

 

The next draw will take place in February.  
If you wish to participate in this fund-raising scheme which also gives you the chance to 
win prizes, email PenPapersPembs@gmail.com for details.  



♦ Handmade gifts 

♦ Toys 

♦ Toiletries 

♦ Chocolate & Sweets 

♦ Beach shoes + hats 

Dale Beach Shop 
Open everyday from 9.30am 

Find us on Dale beachfront, through the café 

♦ Follow us on Facebook  

♦ Fresh, local bread 

♦ Local butchers meat 

♦ Local cheeses 

♦ Ice - cream 

♦ Groceries 

♦ Logs and kindling 

♦ Buckets, spades,   
crabbing gear  

♦ Second hand book 
library  - proceeds to 
local defib group 

♦ We accept cash and card            

Now taking orders for bread and meat, call in to order or message via Facebook 

We proudly stock the following: 

COASTLANDS	LOCAL	HISTORY	GROUP: THE	BIG	ANCHOR	

PROJECT	

	
“Ever since man first took to the sea he has made anchors. First of stone then of 

metal, the changes in design demonstrates technological progress through the cen-
turies. The distribution of particular types may show old trade routes, or mark the 

progress of exploration, and all this evidence is just lying around us every day.” 	

 

The quote above is taken from the website for a new project to map anchors 
around the world and to mark the evolution of anchors and how they were used. 
As you can imagine, CLHG is keen to be involved in this worldwide effort 
(www.biganchorproject.com).  For a start – does anyone have photos of or other 
information on 1) The anchor which used to be half-buried in the beach at Mussel-
wick Sands?  2)  The anchor still there under the sand at the south end of Marloes 
Sands which we don’t think has been exposed since 2005?  If you do, please contact 
us on coastlandshistorygroup@gmail.com or 636668, 636251. 



Diary date:  
Autumn evening talk  at  
Walwyn’s Castle Village Hall, 
Friday November 8th  
“Shipwrecks around Pembroke-
shire” presented by Dr Julian 
Whitewright.  
Light refreshments available. 
Doors open 7 for 7.30 pm start.  

For Sale 
 

Omega Refinishing Spray Gun 
(never used) £15 

 

Kinzo handheld electric polish-
ing machine (never used) £15 

 

Dale    Contact -  07900007205 

Come and join  
The Peninsular Songsters 

for fun with singing. 
 

Monday nights   
Jubilee Hall Dale  7.pm  

contact Emma Halls 
L.W.C.M.D  01646  636 932 

Contacting our MP  
 

If you wish to contact the MP 
for our area, Henry Tufnell, 
then check out this web page 
for ways to do it.  
https://members.parliament.uk/
member/5121/contact 



MERCH Y MOR GIRL OF THE SEA 

 

I wrote this poem/song in English, originally; but I had a feeling that it would 
work in Welsh.  I don’t speak Welsh, so I am very grateful to the local Welsh 
speakers who greatly assisted me by correcting all Google Translate’s  
misinterpretations! 
  
Merch y Mor,  Girl of the Sea, 
Merch mor rhydd; Girl so free; 
Llygaid pell,  Distant eyes, 
Gwên hallt   Salty smile. 
 
Geni gan yr Hafren, Born by the Severn, 
Cymraes dan y Nef; Welsh under Heaven; 
Merch y Ddaear, Earth’s daughter, 
Chwerthin fel dwr. Laugh like water. 
 
Brenhines y tonnau, Queen of the waves, 
Chwaer lleuad llawn:  Full moon’s sister: 
Y sêr i rannu,  The stars to share, 
Yr Haul i garu   The Sun to love. 
 
Cymerwch fi, ysbryd,  Take me, spirit, 
Ble bynnag yr ewch… Wherever you will go… 
A fydd arnaf ofn–? Will I be afraid–? 
Gyda ti, byth!  With you, never! 
 
© Christopher Jessop  2024 



 
 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre 
 

EXHIBITION 
 

HARRIER -  
Out of the Blue 

 
13th June - 29th September 

Thurs - Sun  
2:00 - 5:00 pm 

 
contact Harriet 636668)  

Marloes Village Hall talks 
  
  We had two successful August talks, both with Nature themes. 

  Rosemary Royle revealed much of interest about Pembrokeshire’s butterflies; no 

surprises, the photography was excellent.  Sadly it did not come as much of a sur-

prise that numbers are generally well down this year, right across Britain.  It is sus-

pected that the very wet winter and spring might at least partly explain this; some 

research is under way, but of course our species is so changing the environment, 

there may be other factors. 

  Meanwhile, we know far less about sharks than we do butterflies; and, unlike but-

terflies, humans are deliberately killing sharks in enormous numbers for food – but 

seldom as a staple, usually for delicacies people could do without; possibly even 

worse, they are slaughtered for quack medicine ingredients.  Also, modern fishing 

methods and coastal developments such as destruction of mangroves take a huge 

toll.  But, watching the videos shot in local waters by Emma Williams and her fel-

low researchers from Celtic Deep, one finds it hard to believe that anyone would 

want to harm such beautiful creatures – which have been on Earth since long be-

fore the first trees.  In the case of some shark species, alas it could be the Joni 

Mitchell line yet again: you don’t even know what you've got ‘til it’s gone. 

  We have two more talks confirmed for now; but as they say, watch this space: 

we’re always looking at, and for, possible themes.  Talks are open to all: young and 

old, locals and visitors. 

  

From Shipwrecks to Sea Safety: The Wooltack Point Coastwatch lookout by Jez 

Horton, Wed September 11th 

Apples - growing them by the sea by Chris Jessop & Fiona Gomersall,  Fri October 

4th 

  

Talks start 7pm  Children please bring an adult  Free entry, cash donations for Hall 

upkeep invited. 



PEMBROKESHIRE  
HALF MARATHON AND 10K 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 29TH 9:00 AM 



 

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2024 
 
That’s another season done & dusted!  A difficult one for both our 1st XI & 2nd 
XI Teams due to injury & unavailability of players. However, our Ladies & Jun-
ior sections continue to thrive, doing well in their respective Leagues.  
 
No silverware this year except Runners Up Cup for our Under 11s, coached by 
Peter Bradshaw.  They sadly lost to the Cresselly Doves in the Final. 
 
We are delighted with our new sight screens sponsored by Capestone Organic 
Poultry Limited, thank you. Also we have acquired a wonderful electronic score 
board thanks to help from RWE Generation UK, Pembroke Power Station. 
 
Thank you to all our generous supporters again this season; we just couldn’t 
survive without you.  We are all so very grateful. 
 
Yours in sport, Wendy Bradshaw (07974678329) 
Sec. St Ishmaels C.C. 
 
St Ishmaels Cricket Club Junior Presentation Evening 
At St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club 
Friday 30th August at 6:00p.m. 
 
St Ishmaels Cricket Club Senior Presentation Evening 
At St Ishmaels Sports & Social Club 
Saturday 14th September at 6:45p.m. 

Marloes and St. Brides Village Hall would like to thank everyone who attended the 

hugely successful Pudding Party on Saturday 10th August and took time to bake 

some amazing puddings and cakes. Special thanks to Emma Truelove for donating 

a wonderful summer hamper for the ra*le. We had a wonderful turn-out and raised 

£544.18, a fantastic amount I am sure you’ll agree, also thank you to everyone who 

donated in their absence. 

Kirienne Oldfield 

Unfortunately you editor was unable to attend - 
the puddings certainly look extremely yummy.  



 

No Butterflies??? 
Hands up if you did the Big Butterfly Count? 
Hands up again if you saw any butterflies?? Hands 
up a third time if you saw more than 3 species?? 
If you did three “Hand ups” you were lucky – or 
maybe you did your count at the end of the count 
period when we had a warmer spell of weather 
and a few butterflies started to appear.  
It has been, by most people’s reckoning, a very bad year for butterflies all over the country. 
And also moths  - many people have reporting empty traps at time when they would ex-
pect a good selection of species. And there are gloomy reports relating to bees and hover-
flies as well.   
So what are the reasons? Well nobody really knows yet but here are some theories: 
A very long damp winter. It is certainly possible the butterflies and moths which over-
winter in the pupal or small caterpillar stage may have had problems with the winter weath-
er which would have encouraged fungus diseases. I recorded the Clouded Drab (an unfor-
tunate name for a rather nice spring moth) only 15 times this year whereas the average for 
a year is about 100. The figures are typical for the larger spring moths  which overwinter as 
underground pupae. And the Dark Arches, which overwinters as a larva, has appeared 61 
times so far this year rather than the usual 200. However, spring butterflies such as Orange 
Tip seem to have done quite well – but their pupae are above ground and away from the 
damp and cold. And indeed there are some moths whose numbers are close to the aver-
age.  
A long damp spring. When the weather is poor you never know whether the butterflies 
are there but not flying or if they are just not there. So the low counts may or may not be 
real but the general feeling is that butterflies were genuinely very scarce in the spring, apart 
perhaps from the whites. They may not have had much of a chance to mate and lay eggs for 
the next generation.  
Bad weather last summer Just when the 2023 batch of summer butterflies were want-
ing to fly around and find mates the weather was very poor. And small caterpillars do not 
do well in heavy rain. This could mean that the next generation was reduced.  
Pesticides This is unlikely to be a factor here in Pembs as I don’t believe pesticide usage 
has changed much over the last few years. If it has, it is likely to have been a reduction. 
Parasites This a very likely to be the cause of the dramatic crash in the Small Tortoiseshell 
in Pembrokeshire over the last 2 years. The recent arrival in the British Isles of the parasi-
toid tachinid fly Sturmia bella whose larvae feed within the caterpillar before killing the host 
has caused dramatic cycles in populations in England and this may now have spread to Pem-
brokeshire (previously our Small Tortoiseshell population had been quite robust) 
It is very likely to be a combination of factors. There are  a lot of people working on gath-
ering more information about the butterfly and moth shortage so hopefully we have some 
answers soon. But it is certainly worrying – I plot my moth sightings on graphs and this year 
is by some margin the worst year since I have been recording them (2011), in terms of both 
number and variety of species.  

Rosemary Royle 
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