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Dear All,
I don’t know about you, but one of the hardest things I find to cope with
emotionally in life is the contrasts. Life as a vicar is full of them- joy, sorrow, delight, despair, Heaven, earth and Hell all muddled up together and
passing from one to another at great speed. It has been like that this week.
Here on the Peninsula, the sea has been calm and the days hot. The greatest
problems have been sunburn and getting anywhere quickly with the roads
busy. In the wider world, there has been such horror and such heroism.
I know your prayers are with all the victims of terrorism and the people
of Grenfell Tower, with those who work in the public services and run towards danger instead of away from it. Please keep on praying for them, the
difficult days will be when the cameras have gone and everyone expects
them to be back to normal and they fear the world can never be, should
never be, normal again.
So, with that in mind, it seems almost heartless to remind you of the joys
of a summer on the peninsula, of the festivals, fetes and events. Many of the
churches have art exhibitions this year and they are worth visiting. I am reminding you though because this points to what people of faith try to be
honest about.
We try to be honest that this world is not, and until God intervenes, will
not be perfect. We will get hurt again and again and we need to be saved
from this world, from the malice of others and even from our own selves.
Our security is not in the things of this world, however beautiful it can be,
but in Jesus Christ who can bring better life even out of crucifixion.
God bless you all this summer,
Andrew and Rhiannon

Guide dogs only

St. Ishmael’s Church Festival
Mon 24th July ~ Fri 28th July
11.00am till 6.00pm
Friday 11.00am till 5.00pm
Local Craft Fare, Wood Turning, Ceramics,
Paintings, Jewellery, Novelties, Textiles,
Bric-a-Brac, Handmade Cards, Artwork, Local Produce, Cake Stall, Refreshments, Toilet,
Free Admission & Car Park.
See our Facebook page St Ishmael’s Church, Monk Haven.

A New Waitress?
Congratulations to Gaynor Ford who was made deacon in the cathedral at the end
of June. I thought I would use this space to tell you what a deacon is in Church in
Wales terms and what this means for Gaynor.
When Gaynor was made deacon she became a member of the clergy so she can
now wear a clerical collar and be called the ‘Rev’d’ or ‘Rev’ Gaynor Ford. This is not
what deacons mean in the non-conformist churches. She can do everything a priest
does except celebrate holy communion and proclaim blessing and absolution in the
name of God. Gaynor has offered to do this without payment and we honour this gift
of herself that she is giving us. The work is very much the same as Gaynor has already been doing as a Reader for a long time but there are some small differences.
She is not just doing this as a job or a hobby but has given her life to God in this
role. The name ‘deacon’ comes from a word for a slave. She has chosen to become a
slave for God for our sakes. Deacons were a particular kind of slaves. They were the
waiters and waitresses, the ones who went ‘through the dust’ (what the Greek literally
means) to get people and things from where they are to where they need to be.
The other thing is that, among Anglicans and Roman Catholic and Orthodox
Christians, some people stay deacons all their ministry but for some it is a step on a
journey. You don’t get to be a priest without being a deacon as well. We are hoping
and praying that Gaynor will go on and be priested next year. The plan is that she will
stay on in these parishes and we will see through the journey with her. Go Gaynor!

MOTHERS’ UNION.
A very big thank you to all who came and supported the Coffee Morning last month. The
morning raised £300 which will go a long way to helping a number of families have a holiday. Sadly we have had to postpone our Summer Outing, so the next item on the programme is the Summer Picnic, at St Brides Beach on Tuesday 11th July at 12 noon. It is a
bring and share lunch, so come along and enjoy a most perfect little beach .... sand castle
building and paddling allowed – in fact might even be said to be obligatory!
We wish all readers a wonderful summer and hope they, their families, and visitors have a
wonderful summer filled with lots of good things.
The Mothers’ Union is Christian organisation which works to promote and support family
and married life. We meet on the 3rd Tuesday every month in Marloes Village Hall, at
7.30pm. If you wish to know more about us please come along to one of our meetings or
be in touch with Harriet (636668)

Marloes with St Brides 50 Club
The lucky winners in the Quarter Two 2017 draw were as follows:1st Prize £110 Geoffrey Lewis
3rd Prize £30 Elizabeth Longden
2nd Prize £50 Barbara Black
3rd Prize £30 Steve Ford
2nd Prize £50 Bobby Morgan
3rd Prize £30 Kate Roch
2nd Prize £50 Valerie Wilson

St Brides & Marloes
Churches
Summer Fete 2017
Thursday 3rd August commencing 6:00pm in the fabulous grounds of St Brides
Castle.
SCRUMPTIOUS CAKE STALL!!! Enormous Book stall, Fancy Goods and Local
Produce stalls, ski6les, bouncy castle, coconut shy, lucky dip and numerous
raﬄes and prizes to win.
Not forge=ng the mystery “guess-the-weight” animal - what will it be this
year??
All this and the best view in Pembrokeshire so bring your friends and family
and join us for a wonderful evening.

Please Support your Community
We need to co-opt a local Walwyns
elector on to the Walwyns Castle
Community Council to get involved and make decisions on behalf of the people of Walwyns.
We meet once a bi-monthly on the
first Wednesday in the month.
Anyone interested in joining us
should
email
walwyns@btinternet.com for more
details and an application form.
Applications should be in by 25
July 2017

DALE COMMUNITY COUNCIL
VACANCY FOR CLERK.
Applications to fill the role of Clerk to Dale Community Council are invited from residents and others.
Applications should be made to Hugh Bishop (01646
636 668 or bishophc@btinternet.com ) or to any
Community Councillor ideally before 7.30 pm on
30th June, 2017.
The role, which now attracts payment of about £500
per year provides an excellent opportunity to become
involved in the life and times of the village of Dale
and to seek solutions to the issues raised by residents
and others. For further details of the role, and to discuss the way in which you would like to help please
be in touch. Hugh Bishop 01646 636 668

STALLS— Cake, Books, Produce……...
RAFFLES, Tombolas, Games, Teas…. & more…..

FRIDAY 28th JULY
in and around
CORONATION HALL, DALE
4.00pm –6.00pm ALL WELCOME

Dale

Community Councils

Further speed surveys will be undertaken in
the village shortly.
Marloes and St Brides
Village Toilets – Cllr. Owens advised that
Items discussed include the following:the
County Council will look at the problem
Marloes & St. Brides Council - Memberwith
the down pipe covers. However it
ship Update:would
be DAFLO who would be responsible
Peter Smithies - Chairman
for
painting
the toilets, and this would not be
Chris Jessop – Vice Chairman
done
until
September.
Louise Beal
Planning Matters – Pembrokeshire Coast
William Richards
National Park Authority (PCNPA) have pubBrian Johnson
lished documents with regard to the Replaceth
James Kimpton (to be co-opted on the 10
ment Preferred Strategy for the Local DevelJuly)
opment Plan. The pre-deposit proposal docMrs. Y. Evans – Clerk/Financial Officer
uments outline the Authority’s vision, prePembs. County Councillor – Cllr. Reg Owferred strategy and key policies. Documents
ens.
Accounts 2016/17 - The Clerk advised that include a Candidate Site Register, and there is
an opportunity to propose changes to sites
the Internal Auditor had identified no probsubmitted already, or to propose new ones.
lems with the accounts – only suggesting a
Please see www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk
new sheet for assets to be prepared each
year. The Council approved the Accounting Comments in respect of the proposals should
post or online before 4.30pm on
Statements, ready for the Clerk to submit to be made in
st
Friday
21
July
2017.
Grant Thornton who are conducting the auNP/17/0161/FUL
– Permission has been
dit on behalf of the Wales Audit Office.
granted
for
the
replacement
new garage with
Cllr. Smithies advised the paperwork for the
studio
at
The
Green,
Marloes.
The consent
change of bank signatories is with Lloyds
advised
that
“the
garage/studio
hereby
apBank, but may take a few weeks. The Clerk
proved
shall
not
be
occupied
at
any
time
othadvised that a repayment to Mrs. Royle for
er
than
for
purposes
ancillary
to
the
residenthe Web Domain Fee is outstanding.
County Council Highway Matters – Cllr. tial use of the dwelling known as The Green.”
NP/15/0649/CLE – Slate Mill – Since the
Owens was asked to press for the B4327
road hedges to be cut from Mullock Junction meeting the Community Council has been
to Dale as this route is the Coastal Path high advised by National Park that the appeal for a
tide alternative, and a section also forms part certificate of lawfulness for seasonal use as
camping with car park has been turned down
of the Coastal Path. He was also asked for
by the Planning Inspectorate.
the road hedges to be cut from Mullock
Bridge Junction to Marloes in the interests of Skomer Visits – Please see the notice in the
this issue of Peninsula Papers with regard to
road safety. It was noted that the Clock
Tower footpath has been strimmed recently. Free Day Trips in July for Marloes & St.
20mph – Cllr. Owen was advised that no re- Brides Residents. Please take advantage of
this offer. Contact Dale Sailing on 01646
sponse from Mr. Blake had been received
with regard to a possible grant application to 603123.
Clock Tower – Cllr. Smithies has spoken to
support the introduction of a 20mph within
Mr. David Howells with regard to painting the
the 30mph. (Since the meeting the Council
have been advised to contact another officer.) four louvres of the Tower. It is planned the
work will be undertaken later in the summer.
There was no June meeting of Dale CC

Community Councils
Hall Notice Board – The Council was
grateful to Mr. Sam Gillespie for undertaking repairs to the Board. It is hoped that a
new board may be sourced locally – price
to be advised.
Spontaneous Events – Residents are
asked to be alert over the summer months
leading up to the August Bank holiday for
any suspicious activity in the local area. Any
concerns should be phoned immediately via
101 to Dyfed Powys Police, who will then
advise this and neighbouring Community
Councils if required.
Lifebuoy, Marloes Sands – Cllr. Jessop
had contacted the County Council about
the damage to this facility. A new post is in
place, and a new buoy will be provided
shortly.
Defibrillator, St. Brides – The Council
was pleased to note that with permission
from Mr. & Mrs Geoffrey Lewis a new Defibrillator is in place near the entrance to
Pearson Farm, St. Brides. The local Group
who manage the Defibrillators are to be
congratulated on their efforts in securing
good coverage of the area for the benefit of
local residents and visitors.
Community Action Plan 2012 – At the
September meeting Council members will
be reviewing the proposals in the 2012 Plan,
to identify possible schemes to pursue in
2017/18. The Clerk, Yvonne Evans can
provide an e-mail copy of the plan on request.
Next Meetings – The July meeting will be
held on Monday 10th, with the August meeting
likely to be held on Monday 14th at Marloes
Village Hall starting at 7.30pm. Local electors
of Marloes & St. Brides are welcome to attend
and may address the meeting at the invitation
of the Chairman.
Notices of meetings are placed on the Hall
Notice Board on the Tuesday prior to the meeting.

St Ishmaels
Recently discussed items include:
Pembs. Coast National Park
NP/16/0576 New two storey three bedroom detached holiday accommodation.
Plot 4 adjacent to Burgage Green Rd.
(Amended plan). Permission has been granted.
NP/17/0189/FUL Detached dormer bungalow for holiday use. Grove Cottage,
Grove Rd. Permission has been granted.
Highways Hedges running down to the
school in Trewarren Rd. need trimming.
Hedges in Stewart’s Lane need trimming
and reports have been received of heavy
dog fouling in the lane. Dog warden to be
informed.
The ongoing problem of the water leak
outside Brookside Cottage is to be reported once again to all relevant authorities.
The Brook Lake needs to be cleared. Outside 2 & 3 Grove Rd. are still experiencing
flooding during wet weather.
Jubilee Gardens Once again the council
would like to thank Mr. & Mrs. Raymond
Richards, Mr. Melbourne Williams for the
kind donation of flowers and shrubs also
Mr. Colin Green for providing the flower
boxes at the entrances to the village.
Clerk Wef 1st September 2017 Reverend
M. Cottam will assume the duties of Clerk
to the Council. Tel: No. 01646 636564 email: mikecottam@hotmail.com
Community Councillor Following the
resignation of Councillor M. Cottam the
council is pleased to welcome Mrs. L.
Thomas as new member of the council.
The next meeting will be held in the Memorial
Hall on 7th August, 2017 commencing 7p.m.
Members of the community are welcome to
attend. Clerk to the Council :- Lynda
Thomas Tel: 01646 636 298.
e-mail: kenothomas@btinternet.com

Community Councils
Walwyns Castle
Walwyns Castle Community Council
Clerk/RFO Christie Lewis 781418 Email :
walwyns@btinternet.co.uk
A précis of 3 May 2017 Minutes
MATTERS ARISING
Caravan Sighted on PC Meadow
Despite being given a removal date the caravan it is still in situ. County Cllr Peter Morgan will make some enquiries.
Internal Audit
The audit was carried out by Mrs Joan Scarratt on the 18 April according to the Terms
of Reference agreed by the Council.
AGENDA ITEMS
Acceptance of Office
PCC advised all nominated community
councillors were elected without contest.
Cllr Colin Rees (Chair) decided to retire.

Election of Chair. Vice Chair
These items were carried to the next meeting.
Review of Standing Orders and Internal Controls
No amendments were put forward to last
year's documentation..
Annual Return for 31 March 2017
The completed return was circulated and
the Clerk confirm the send of year balance
as £726. This amount will be held in contingency to meet unexpected costs.
The minutes are subject to confirmation at the
meeting on the 5 July 2017 at 8 PM.

July and August
2017 Diary
JULY
Sat
Sun
Wed
Sat
Sat
Mon
Tue
Thu

1
2
5
8
8
10
11
13

1400 - 1800 Dale Village Open Gardens
1400 - 1800 Dale Village Open Gardens
2000 Walwyns Castle Community Council,
1030 Dragonfly and Moth morning, Orlandon Kilns (see advert)
1400 - 1600 Dale Wildlife Watch, crabbing on Dale Pontoon
1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall
1200 Mothers Union Picnic at St Brides beach.
1030 New exhibition “History and Mystery” opens at The Stables Heritage
Centre, Dale (see advert)
Fri
14 1730 Coastlands School PTA Summer Fayre, Coastlands School
Sat 15 1400 Strawberry Cream Tea at Monkhaven Manor, in aid of the RNLI
Sun 23 1400 St Ishmaels Carnival Fundraising Rounders Tournament, S&S Club
Mon 24 - Fri 28 1100 - 1800 (1700 Friday) St Ishmaels Church Festival and Craft Fair see advert
Fri
28 1600 - 1800 St James Dale Summer Fete, in and around the Coronation Hall
Sat 29 - Aug 16 “Off the Wall” art exhibition at Dale Coronation Hall
AUGUST
Thu 3 1800 St Brides & Marloes Churches Summer Fete, St Brides Castle
Fri
4 1930 “The Wreck of the Albion” by Chris Jessop, Marloes Village Hall
Sat
5 1045 onwards Little Haven Regatta - see advert
Mon 7 1900 St Ishmaels Community Council, Memorial Hall
Mon 14 1930 (provisional date) Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village
Hall
Tue 22 1030 Start of Exhibition of Fine Art at WWII GCI Station at Ripperston, St
Brides - see article on next page
Sun 27 1200 onwards Dale Pirate Race Day
Mon 28 1200 onwards St Ishmaels Carnival Family Funday at the S&S Club

SEPTEMBER
Sat
9 1930 Musical Evening with “Frenz Aloud” at St Ishmaels Church
It is the responsibility of each organisation to inform the editor of events for
inclusion in the diary.

July 23rd
9.30am HE

11.00am HE

MP - Morning Prayer

Walwyns Castle 11.00am HE

HE - Holy Eucharist

11.00am HE

11.00am HE
9.30am HE

9.30am HE
11.00am HE

August 20th
9.30am HE

9.30am HE
11.00am Messy
Church

10.30am Patronal
FesFval HE

July 30th

EP - Evening Prayer

9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00 am HE
9.30am HE
11.00am Messy
Church

August 27th
9.30am HE

11.00am HE

9.30am HE.& 6pm EP 9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00am HE
11.00am HE
9.30am HE

July 16th
9.30am HE

9.30amHE
11.00am HE
11.00am HE
9.30am HE

Dale
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West

9.30am HE
6:30pm EP

August 13th
9.30am HE

August 6th

Marloes

11.00amMP

Walwyns Castle 11.00amHE

9.30am HE

July 9th
9.30am HE

11.amHE
11.00am MP

July 2nd

9.30am HE
11.00am HE
11.00amHE
9.30am HE

Dale
St Ishmaels
St Brides
Robeston West

Marloes

July and August Services

Exhibition of Fine Art at WWII GCI Station in St Brides
A WWII GCI Radar Station, built at Ripperston, St Brides, became operational in July,
1941; its purpose to protect the coasts, skies, towns and cities of South West Wales. It is to
be the host venue for an exhibition of new Art Works by ‘56 Group Wales’. Pete Williams,
Print Master, and Group Chairman, states, “When I first saw The Set House, originally
home to the station’s standby generator, I knew it was the perfect space for a ‘56 Group
Wales’ exhibition.”
Over the last 10 years, John & Jane Dixon have carried out an extensive repair and maintenance programme, in order to save these historic buildings which are a part of their home in
St Brides. Jane, a Fine Art Photographer, and John, retired from the oil industry and keen to
explore all aspects of the Art of Woodcut & Printmaking, have focused on an outcome that
not only incorporates space for their creativity, but is sympathetic to the history of these
buildings. They are excited to welcome people to visit and experience some of the history of
this significant WWII site.
With this in mind they shall be welcoming visitors to view both the ‘56 Group Wales’ exhibition and the GCI Radar Station Buildings, for four weeks, from:
Tuesday, August 22nd to Friday, September 15th, 2017.
Tuesdays to Saturdays, 10:30am to 4:30pm.
(CLOSED on Saturday September 2nd.)
‘56 Group Wales’, named after the year and geographical location of its foundation in Cardiff, in
1956, was, strongly influenced by international modernist movements in art. Today, this diversity and
difference continues within the group of 25 members and 2 fellows. They work in a wide range of
media, from painting and sculpture in traditional materials, to newer media inclusive of performance,
film, installation and found object sculpture. They exhibit their works in group and solo exhibitions,
internationally, with many members represented in private collections. This exhibition is an extraordinary chance to see their innovative works.

For more information please contact Jane or John at:
sethousearts@gmail.com or visit www.sethousearts.com Mobile: 07841-682982

Marloes and St Brides Village Fete
BOTTLE STALL
If you would like to contribute a bottle of wine please leave it at School
House or telephone 636995.
BOOKS …. BOOKS ….. BOOKS
Time to clear out those bookshelves! Any offerings to Rosemary Royle or
Yvonne Evans, can pick up, 636970 or 636 251

DRAGONFLY AND MOTH MORNING
On Saturday July 8th we will run another "Dragonflies. Moths and Coffee"
event at Orlandon Kilns. We’ll meet at 10:30 to look at the moths captured
overnight then as the morning warms up, hopefully a few dragonflies will put in
an appearance. Coffee and biscuits will be supplied.
Moths and dragonflies (not to mention humans looking at
them!) need good weather – dry and not too much wind if in any doubt phone Rosemary on 01646 636970 to confirm.
(If you’re not really into creepy crawlies then just come
and have a coffee and sit in the garden!)
Donations will be welcome – proceeds to Butterfly Conservation.

DALE W.I.
We have never sold out of cream teas before! We do apologise to those of you who
came at “Tea Time” to find all scones vanished and all cakes sold. The rush for the teas
started almost before the doors were open! However, it all helped to raise over £900,
so The HOPE Therapy Centre will be receiving a goodly donation. Thanks to all of you
who supported the WI Cream Teas.
The WI was out and about in June, visiting the Royal Mint at Llantrisant. It was well
worth the journey to have a guided tour of The Mint and to sit on a box containing
£1,000.000 in £1.00 coins! We rounded off the day at The White Hart in Llanddarog for
a delicious meal - so all in all a very good day out.
July brings The President’s Supper and then we head for the hills and our summer break.
We will re-gather in Coronation Hall on the 1st Tuesday of September to pick up the
programme of talks and activities,. To you dear reader we wish you a summer to remember full of all the good things–so let’s hope the sun keeps shining on one and all.
For more information about the WI contact either Mary Lewis (636430) or Ann Barkworth (636873)

St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2017

League fixtures
1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July
5th Aug
12th Aug
19th Aug
26th Aug

1st XI v Johnston home
1st XI v Cresselly away
1st XI v Carew home
1st XI v Kilgetty home
1st XI v Pembroke away
1st XI v Neyland home
1st XI v Lawrenny away
1st XI v Haverfordwest away

2nd XI v Saundersfoot II away
2nd XI v Hook II home
2nd XI v Narberth II away
2nd XI v Llechryd II away
2nd XI v Pembroke II home
2nd XI v Kilgetty II away
2nd XI v Crymych home
2nd XI v Burton II home

Cup competitions
Harrison Allen Bowl will progress to Semi Final if we were successful on
21st June v Whitland away
Alec Colley Cup - through to the Quarter Final – Details to be announced

Yours in sport, Wendy Bradshaw (Tel. 636446), Sec. St Ishmaels C.C.

During the summer there is a Police
surgery at Dale in the Boathouse
Cafe every 1st Wednesday of the
month from 3-4 pm

SUNDAY AUGUST 27TH

FROM 12 NOON

COASTLANDS
LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP (CIO).
We have had 2 outings
since the last edition
of PP, starting with a
fabulous visit to The
Llangwm Museum,
only open for a very
short period each year
The Museum houses
everything and anything which came from
the past as well as
some unique to
Llangwm. It is truly
fascinating if you ever
see advertisements for
it please do go and
encourage Jeff and Pat
in their endeavours to
capture the past before it has completely
disappeared– there
maybe some school
pupils of today who
might like to see what

their great grandparents really got up to at school as noted in the school log!
We then visited the Llangwm Tapestry, an initiative put together by the village to
mark the important events relating to the de la Roche family two of whom are
buried in the church. The tapestry was beautifully stitched to incorporate some
of the local children’s drawings on the subject - not sure they had Black and
Decker power tools then or baseball hats, but it all made for a wonderful illustration of the history of the village. It is well worth a visit should you be in the area.
Then nearer to home a visit to West Hook Farm to see the history of the farm
and the Thomas family, Many thanks indeed to Robert for giving of his time and
history! We have a further trip in July organised for members who will be contacted about the finer details nearer the time.
There will be a new exhibition opening in The Old Stables in July - see the advert.
The Trustees of CLHG(CIO) hope you all have a very good summer, ENJOY!
If you would like to know more about the History Group please contact Yvonne
(636251) Margaret (636295) or Harriet (636668)

The Wreck of the Albion
Friday August 4th, Marloes Village Hall, 7.30 pm.
By popular demand, a second presentation of Chris
Jessop’s illustrated talk, The Wreck of the Albion.
Organised by Coastlands Local History Group;
non-members of any age very welcome.

The Old Stables Heritage Centre
NEW EXHIBITION
“History and Mystery”
13th July - 1st October
2017
Thursday - Sunday
11.00am - 5.00pm
Admission Free

The exhibition “The History of the area in 100 objects” caused a great deal of
interest and provoked a number of discussions as to how and why you used
some items. We do thank all of you who lent items to us. Please could you now
come to The Old Stables to pick up your items before they disappear into the
chasm that is our archive!
We open a NEW exhibition in July. The NEW exhibition which opens on the 13th
July 2017, will be hoping to unravel some of the mystery surrounding some
names, places and ‘things’ we have around us in our communities It is hoped to
remind us of ,or reinstate, places which maybe in danger of being lost or forgotten and to illustrate some of the areas of our local heritage which are in danger
of being airbrushed out of our collective memory. If you have any ideas, or information as to places or names we might like to consider please be in touch with
one of the Trustees. We look forward to many of you coming in to find out some
of the ‘whats’, ‘wheres’ and ‘whys’-possibly the odd ‘how’ for all you know! It
maybe to you can add to the general knowledge of the area by identifying or
naming something>...
For more information contact Yvonne (636251), Margaret (636295) or Harriet
(636668)

To the memory of Jane Upton Laviers
Jane left us suddenly on 4th June 2017. Her family would like to thank
all her friends in The Peninsula for the friendship, support, and
warmth they gave her during the time she made her home here.

Jane and
friends at
the
Hullaballoo
in Dale in
2016

I SAW YOUR GULL Chris Jessop
I saw your gull, this morning –
Dear friend, I knew that bird was yours
Because those eyes, they had no coldness:
Here was my proof, for sure.

She didn't want to tarry long,
Though close, the ocean’s roar;
So, after both well-wishing,
With wings aspread she soared.
And oh, her white against the blue,
So bold, her dancing 5light!
Old friend, in your new element,
Go you joyful, day or night.

Your gull, she told how you thrive
As a spirit, roaming free:
Your new form, 5lying out there
In the skies above the sea.

STRAWBERRY CREAM TEA
MONK HAVEN MANOR, ST. ISHMAELS
SAT. 15th JULY
2:00 p.m onwards
£3:00 per head
Various stalls too! Raﬄe, all welcome
In aid of the R.N.L.I.

The Scaly Cricket—
Cricket—the star of Marloes Sands
This article is adapted from one written by Prof. Karim Vahed
of the University of Derby and published in the Pembrokeshire
Biodiversity Newsletter.
“The scaly cricket (Pseudomogoplistes vicentae) is amongst
the rarest and least well studied of the U.K.’s Orthoptera
(grasshoppers and crickets). It is highly unusual for a
cricket in that it lives on beaches amongst shingle and
under larger stones. The scaly cricket is currently known
from only four localities in the U.K., two of which
(Marloes Sands and Dale bay) are in Pembrokeshire.
I have been studying this enigmatic species at Marloes Sands over the last three years. I began by gathering data on the life cycle, about which relatively little was known. This entailed
visiting Marloes Sands in each season to assess the life cycle stages present, combined with
rearing individuals in the laboratory, from eggs to adult, at the University of Derby. The results so far indicate that a scaly cricket must survive two winters during its life time in order
to reach adulthood. The eggs, which are laid in the summer, take a whole year to hatch. The
resulting nymphs are only half-grown by the start of the next winter and become adult during the following summer. Some females can even survive a third winter as adults.
Surviving winter in a habitat of shifting shingle is quite a feat. I first visited the Marloes Sands
site in the spring following the severe storm surges of winter 2013/14, which caused extensive damage all along the Welsh coast. I was sceptical about whether I would find any scaly
crickets at all and, for the first half an hour of searching, had no success. I was about to give
up when my son, Gabriel (who was seven at the time) announced that he had just found
three under one stone! The crickets had survived. Further searches in the immediate vicinity
revealed a very healthy population.
The news, however, was not all good: the scaly crickets and their shingle habitat have all but
disappeared from a very large section of their former range along the eastern end of the
beach. Comparing photographs of the scaly cricket habitat along that stretch of beach taken
in 2006 with those taken this year, the dramatic loss of shingle and cobble banks at the base
of the cliff is very evident. This means that the main population at Marloes Sands is now restricted to a stretch of beach only about 200 metres long. I am still optimistic about the long
term survival of the scaly cricket, however. It is clearly well adapted to its somewhat severe
habitat.
While studying its life cycle, I observed that females prefer to lay their eggs in drift-wood.
This raises the intriguing possibility that overwintering eggs might be able to survive winter
storms by “rafting”. Furthermore, it may well be that the species is under-recorded in Pembrokeshire and the rest of the U.K. After all, the population at Marloes Sands was only discovered in 1999. Surveys of other suitable locations around the Pembrokeshire coast might
well yield new records. “
Note from the editor: Does this mean that we should discourage people from collecting driftwood
from Marloes Sands for firewood and barbecues? At the moment everybody does it - how many
Scaly Cricket eggs are going up in smoke?
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