
Beautiful Demoiselles 
  
We first visited Pembrokeshire in the summer of 1982 for a 

quick camping break. 20 years later we were intending to take 
early retirement and were exploring the odd corners of Britain 
looking for somewhere to live. Remembering that 

Pembrokeshire seemed quite an interesting place, with 
birdwatching and sailing opportunities, we decided to visit again. 
It was February and raining heavily. Nevertheless we followed a 

small sign reading “Cottage for sale” and well,  here we are. We 
revisited the house in May of that year to check that we really wanted to go ahead with the purchase. Whilst 
poking around the garden we were dazzled by male Beautiful Demoiselles displaying by the stream which 

borders the garden – the stream already being a major attraction. I had only seen these damselflies once or 
twice before, near small streams when we had been walking in Wales. We were entranced! And we bought 
the house.  
  

You may never have seen a Beautiful Demoiselle so I will describe them to 
you so you can understand why we were so impressed. They are bigger than 
the small blue damselflies which are common around ponds but not as big as 
a dragonfly. The males have the most beautiful iridescent dark blue bodies 

with bluish-black wings – they are quite stunning. The females have 
iridescent dark green bodies with brown wings and are also stunning. Of 
course none of this comes out in grayscale printing so just Google the name 

to see some examples.  
  

These damselflies live around small streams with sandy or gravelly beds 
where the larva live on the bottom and can seem to survive regular flooding and 

strong currents. The adult males perch conspicuously on bankside vegetation 
where they flick their wings and dart out to chase any passing insect – which 
might just be a female! This behaviour can be seen from May onwards by looking 

over the bridge next to our garden on a sunny day.  
  

Wales and western parts of England are the stronghold for Beautiful Demoiselles, 
as can be seen from this map in “Britain’s Dragonflies”.  
  

In the lowlands of England there is a different demoiselle to look out for – the 
Banded Demoiselle. These are quite similar to the Beautiful Demoiselle except 
that the wings are transparent with a wide dark band across them. They are not 

quite as stunning, but maybe I am biased! They live in quite different habitats 
being fond of large slow-flowing rivers and canals. They can be found in 
Pembrokeshire on rivers such as the Teifi. 

Rosemary Royle 
  
  

 


