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Information and news for the communities of St Ishmaels, Hasguard, Robeston West, 

Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Brides and Marloes. 
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Gwybodaeth a newyddion am gymunedau St Ishmael’s, Hasguard, Robeston West, 
Walwyn’s Castle, Dale, St Bride’s a Marloes. 

SUMMER  2025 HAF  



LOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICESLOCAL SERVICES    
DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP DALE BEACH SHOP open everyday from 9:30 am. 
 

MOBILE  LIBRARY:  MOBILE  LIBRARY:  MOBILE  LIBRARY:  MOBILE  LIBRARY:  No published dates yet     
St. Ishmaels Burgage Green Layby - 10.50 am to 11.20 am   Dale - Blue Anchor 
Way - 11.35am to 12.05am   Marloes - Toilets  - 12.15 am to 12.45 am 

Contact 01437 776126 or  07774 230200  (van) or Pembs CC website for info 
 
 

MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:MOBILE  POST  OFFICE:    
Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  Tuesday:  St Ishmaels 14:00—15:00  Dale 15:15—16:15  
Thursday: Thursday: Thursday: Thursday:  St Ishmaels 11:15 - 12:15   Marloes  13:00 - 14:00 Dale 14:15—15:15  

CONTACTS FOR HALL HIRE: 
 

Marloes: Emma Truelove 07896 
719409 
mvhbookings@hotmail.com 
St Ishmaels S&S Club: Deborah 
Cheshire  07972 732423 
dlchesh35@aol.com 
Walwyns Castle Village Hall: 
Jean Rees 01437 929813  

FOR HIRE 

THE CORONATION HALL  AND JUBILEE 

SUITE DALE 

BOOKINGS:  WENDY KEHOE 01646 636721 

EMAIL– wendykehoe@yahoo.co.uk 

        

The Church in WalesThe Church in WalesThe Church in WalesThe Church in Wales    
Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West Dale, St Brides, Marloes, St Ishmael's, Walwyn’s Castle, Robeston West     

Fr. Andrew Johnson, Rev’d Samuel Patterson,  
Rev’d. Dr Rhiannon Johnson, Rev’d Gaynor Ford 

    

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston Westfor Dale, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West    
Fr. Andrew Johnson 01646 636966 frandrewj@outlook.com 

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Bridesfor Marloes, St Brides    
Rev’d Samuel Patterson 01646 690565, SamuelPatterson@cinw.org.uk 

Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details Contact Details ––––    for St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaelsfor St Ishmaels    
Rev’d Gaynor Ford 01646 693452  gaynorford2846@btinternet.com    

                                            Church WardensChurch WardensChurch WardensChurch Wardens    
Dale: Dale: Dale: Dale: Peter Morgan 636625  

St BridesSt BridesSt BridesSt Brides: Mary Lewis 636430, William Richards 636242 
Marloes: Marloes: Marloes: Marloes: Yvonne Evans 636251 

St IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt IshmaelsSt Ishmaels: Heather Phippen 07792 995160   Christine Llewellin 07813 960637 
Walwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s CastleWalwyn’s Castle: Jayne Edwards 01437 781575, Kate Morgan 01437 781270 

Robeston WestRobeston WestRobeston WestRobeston West: Gill Thorne 01437 890693 
 

 Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah Baptist Chapels: Moriah ----    Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Marloes  Paul James 01646 636241  
    Aenon Aenon Aenon Aenon ----    Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Sandy Hill Rev’d Jon Brewer 0777 4845497 sandyhillchapel@gmail.com  



Produced by the Church in Wales Parishes of Hasguard with St Ishmaels,  
St Brides with Marloes, Walwyns Castle, Robeston West and Dale 

Happy Summer Everyone! 

 I do hope some of the warmth and good weather we have enjoyed this 
June lasts through once the children finish school and the tourist season 
reaches its height. Too many years, the end of term is the signal for the sun 
to hide itself and for a cold wind to blow. 

 But, of course, the school holidays and the shape of the year were not 
set to catch the best time of the year for enjoying being out of doors and 
not working too hard. They were set by the need for all hands available, 
even those of children, to help with the haymaking and harvesting. 

 The Victorian schoolmaster’s record book from Walwyn’s Castle School 
still exists. At this time of year, he is regularly recording that he has had to 
close the school because no pupils have attended. They are all busy with the 
haymaking or getting food and drink to those haymaking. 

 This year there has been a new addition to the road signs on the way into 
Dale. These say, in English and Welsh, ‘No Farmers - No Food’. They indicat-
ed just how much some of our farming community feels marginalized by vari-
ous political decisions. They also reflect anger and, in some cases, despair. 
Here in West Wales, the Diocese created a charity, Tir Dewi, which will 
match up any farmer experiencing difficulties with another who can walk 
through it all with them. 

 For those of us who do not earn their living from farming, the signs are a 
reminder of how much our lives and livelihood depend on the work of those 
who do, both here and abroad. It also reminds all of us how much we depend 
on this amazing, fragile planet and its lands and seas. 

  So, now, if you are enjoying a holiday for a harvest you do not have to 
bring in, it might be a good time to review what you do to limit the damage 
your life might mean for the planet. In church we will be holding a Creation 
Season in the autumn, culminating in our harvest festivals to remind us that 
we are only human and made to depend on one another, on this good earth 
and on God. 

  With every blessing to you all,  

    Andrew, Rhiannon, Samuel, Gaynor 



ST JAMES CHURCH DALE                                            

BLESSING of the BOATS 
 

 DALE SEA FRONT 
 SUNDAY 6th JULY 2025 

5.00pm 
with 

Carmarthen Symphony Wind Band  
 

ADDRESS by Bishop Dorian Davies 
Bishop of St Davids 

      
Collection in aid of St James Church 

All Welcome 

TEDDY BEAR ADOPTION CORNER 
 

At the St Ishmaels Teddybear-fest I am running an adoption corner for Teddy 
Bears no longer loved or wanted, selling for a small donation.  
Has anyone Teddies they could donate?  
Please...contact Heather 07792 995160.   
We are also running a cake and plant stall please any contributions would be 
greatly received.  Thank you, Heather Phippen 

St Brides Fete   

6 pm Thursday Aug 7th  
 

Our traditional country Fete will be held at St. Brides Castle (courtesy of 

HPB) on Thursday August 7th; gates open 6 pm. 

O%ers of help, books, and anything for stalls very welcome;  

please contact Peter Royle (636970) or Yvonne (636251). 

Bottles of wine for the “Water or Wine” stall can be given to Deborah Rees 

or Yvonne Evans, or to the Walmsleys at School House.  

All proceeds support St. Brides and St Peter’s Churches. 





Richard Jones, pilgrimage group leader writes: 
 

In the Footsteps of the Celtic Saints  
  

Our group of 18 intrepid pilgrims, mostly from Virginia, USA, visited St. Bridget’s Church 
at St Brides on Saturday May 31st. Members of the group were from Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Upperville, Virginia (a rural church located near the Blue Ridge Mountains) and 
from Christ Church, Alexandria, (a historic town church, on the Potomac River opposite 
Washington DC). We also had three helpers from Wales, and our pilgrimage leader was 
originally from Monmouthshire, Wales, (now living in the USA) and has numerous connec-
tions with Rev. Samuel - so it was especially great to be met by Rev. Samuel at the church 
gate and to be greeted with a big smile and a warm welcome!  
  

This was a first visit to Wales for all the pilgrims. Our 15-day visit was an exceptionally 
special time of getting to know God better; getting to know each other better; and getting to 
know ourselves better. We learnt more about our own faith through sharing in the story of 
the faith of others - both past and present. Of course, at St Brides we had to know more 
about the story of the life of Brigid/Bridget, and following a short talk about her life and 
faith, Rev. Samuel tasked us with a practical exercise! - making a St. Bridget’s cross out of 
locally cut rushes. It must be said that some were more successful than others! - but 
amongst some abject failures there were some excellent results. Sorry for the mess we made 
to the church floor!  
  

During our time at St Bridget’s, Rev. Samuel led a short service for the Renewal of Mar-
riage Vows for two of our group: Randy & Cindy Mullett, who were celebrating 50 years of 
marriage that very day - their Golden Anniversary. This was a complete surprise to Cindy 
who knew nothing about the arrangements we had made. The pilgrimage group and our 
lovely coach drivers made up the congregation, and we concluded with a presentation of 
gifts from the group to the happy couple.  
  

After a short time walking the beach we headed off for a delicious lunch at Stackpole Gar-
dens, followed by a visit to St. Govan's Chapel in the rocks. Rev. Samuel shared a little 
about the life of Govan and we sang a sonorous rendition of "Rock of Ages Cleft for me" 
inside the chapel which apparently could be heard at the top of the steps to the car 
park!  We ended our very special day by walking through the Bosherston Lilly Ponds, to 
Broadhaven Beach, and east along the coast path to Barrafundle Bay, and then to Stackpole 
Quay, with so many opportunities to give thanks to God for the beauty of his amazing crea-
tion.  
  

Thanks to Rev. Samuel for being our host and for accompanying us on this very special day 
and to the great people of St. Brides for allowing us to visit. Do come and see us sometime 
in Virginia, USA! Thanks be to God!  
  

Richard D. Jones 

Pilgrimage Group Leader  
Trinity Episcopal Church, Upperville, Virginia, 
 



 



St Ishmaels Cricket Club 2025 
 

5th July  1st XI v Narberth away  2nd XI v Narberth II home 
12th July 1st XI v Carew II away  2nd XI v Carew III home  
19th July 1st XI v Burton II home  2nd XI v Llangwm II away 
26th July 1st XI v Llechryd away  2nd XI v Saundersfoot II home 
2nd August 1st XI v Hook home   2nd XI v Crymych away 
9th August 1st XI v  Pembroke away   2nd XI v Haverfordwest III home 
16th August 1st XI v Creselly II home 2nd XI v Pembroke II away 
23rd August  1st XI v Johnston away 2nd XI v Lawrenny II home 
 

Cup competitions  
Harrison Allen Bowl   Quarter Final  1st July v Hook away 
Ladies Softball fixtures (Sundays) 
20th July v Llanrhian at Pembroke (13:00hrs) 
27th July v Llechryd at Llechryd (15:00hrs) 
Ladies Hardball fixtures Division 2 (6:00 p.m. Start) 
1st July v Kilgetty home 
8th July v Carew home 
15th July v Llangwm home 
22nd July v Saundersfoot away 
29th July v Kilgetty away 
Junior fixtures (6:00 p.m. Start)    
Under 13s           Under 11s          Girls Under 12s                         
9th July v Hook away   30th June Extra Fixtures  11th June v Whitland home TBR 
16th July v Lamphey home         2 July v Whitland away 
24th July v Whitland away         9th July v Cresselly home 
                23rd July Narberth home 
                30th July v Cresselly away 
Under 9s Festival dates (Sunday mornings) 
6th July at Pembroke Dock 
13th July at Haverfordwest 
Outdoor Training Sessions 
THURSDAY EVENINGS FOR ALL  
Please look for St Ishmaels cricket club on Facebook for up-to-date information & news.  
Pembroke County Cricket Club’s website at www.pembrokecountycc.co.uk provides a great 
deal of information. 
This site www.pembrokeshiresport.co.uk provides excellent coverage of Pembrokeshire 
cricket. And the Junior results can be found here en-gb.facebook.com/PCCJL   
 
A very big ‘Thank You’ to our very generous supporters.  
Junior presentation evening – Thursday 14th August 
Senior presentation evening – Saturday 13th September 
Yours in sport 
Wendy Bradshaw (07974678329) 
Sec. St Ishmaels C.C. & Club Safeguarding Officer 





Peninsula Papers Update  June 2025   This is an update on the Dale Seagrass 
Project from the Project Seagrass team: 

Licencing Renewal  The licence for restoration has been extended until 30 September 
2030. The license includes a 100m westward extension of the original restoration area. 
Thank you for the support from the community surrounding this. 

Marker Buoys  As a result of the extension of the restoration area, we will be installing 
additional marker buoys to mark the extended licence area. Stickers will also be replaced on 
the existing marker buoys.  

Visitor Moorings  Project Seagrass have shared social media content surrounding the Visi-
tor Moorings at Dale including making people aware they can donate towards the upkeep of 
the moorings. 

Dale Spot and Plant Event  In March, 300 seagrass plants were planted at Dale as part of 
ongoing restoration efforts. These were planted as part of a community ‘Spot and Plant’ 
event. Over 50 volunteers joined us for the event - thank you to everyone who supported 
this planting.  

In addition to the planting, we also made use of the SeagrassSpotter citizen science app to 
explore the beach and collect data points of seagrass patches which reside outside the res-
toration area. 56 points were uploaded to SeagrassSpotter highlighting just how much 
seagrass has spread across the Bay.  

Dale Fort Field Studies Council and Sea Trust Wales hosted stalls at the event alongside 
local artist Rhiannon Rees who delivered a creative session using items found on the beach 
to create sculptures with a personal note inside with a message left for the Dale seagrass.  

Early monitoring of the transplants has been positive with 280 transplants still in place, and 
eggs already found amongst the blades. 

Freediving Planting  In April 2025, we worked with Pembrokeshire Marine SAC, Pem-
brokeshire Freediving Club , Celtic Deep, and Windswept Watersports to undertake further 
seagrass planting efforts in Dale. This was the first use of freedivers to plant seagrass in the 
UK. 150 transplants, which had been prepared at our Seagrass Nursery in Laugharne, were 
planted out in Dale. The trial was part of a seasonality test, replicating transplanting efforts 
from September 2024. Our future monitoring will allow us to compare the success of au-
tumn vs. spring planting.  

Dale Fort Field Studies Council  Stakeholder Engagement Officer (Maternity Cover) Ele 
Love delivered a talk with Marine Science Campers at Dale Fort Field Studies Council. If any 
local groups would be interested in learning more about the restoration work please con-
tact: elenalove@projectseagrass.org  

Fishing Survey  We are continuing to gather the thoughts of local fishers and seafood 
gatherers through our Fishing and Seagrass survey. Seagrass meadows provide habitats for 
numerous species like cod, plaice, and pollock. The survey aims to identify sites to bring 
seagrass back to our coasts to support sustainable seafood and recreational fishing. Thank 
you to everyone who has taken part in the survey so far. Please share with interested par-
ties: https://ow.ly/UqYh50VQO4Y 

Please get in touch with any questions or feedback to either the Dale Seagrass Stakeholder Group 
(fil@pointfarmdale.co.uk),  or to our site lead Emma Fox (emma@projectseagrass.org) 



Diary for July & AugustDiary for July & AugustDiary for July & AugustDiary for July & August    

 
JULY 
Tue  1 1930 Marloes & St Brides Community Council, Marloes Village Hall 
Sat  5 1030 “Dragonflies, Moths and Coffee”, Orlandon Kilns (see advert) 
Sun  6 1400  Concert by Carmarthen Symphonic Wind Band on Dale Sea  
     Front, Coronation Hall if wet 
Sun  6 1700 “Blessing of the Boats”, Dale Sea Front, address by the Bishop of 
     St Davids, with Carmarthen Symphony Wind Band 
Mon  7 1900 Dale Community Council meeting, Jubilee Suite 
Wed 16   St Ishmaels Community Council, Sport & Social Club 
Fri   18 1000 “TeddyFest” at St Ishmaels Church 
Sat 19 1000 “TeddyFest” at St Ishmaels Church 
Sun 20 1100 “TeddyFest” at St Ishmaels Church 
Sat 26 1400 Herbrandston Carnival & Fete, see advert 
Mon 28 1000 “Landed in Dale”, Art & Crafts Exhibition, Coronation Hall, Dale 
   to 17th August 
Thu 31 1900 Marloes Village Hall Talk - “Whales and Dolphins” 
 
AUGUST 
To Sun 17th  “Landed in Dale”, Art & Crafts Exhibition, Coronation Hall, Dale 
Sat  2 1330 St Ishmaels Carnival, parade starts North Hall 13:30 
Thu  7 1800 St Brides Fete, St Brides Castle 
Sun 10 1400 Breast Cancer Afternoon Tea, St Ishmaels S&S Club 
Sat 23 1000 - 1700 The G&T Collective, Marloes Village Hall (see advert) 
Sun 24 1000 - 1700 The G&T Collective, Marloes Village Hall (see advert) 
Wed 27 1900 Marloes Village Hall Talk, Bringing in the Big Ships, Mark Johnson, 
     Milford Haven Pilot 
 
 All through summer:  Exhibition in The Old Stables Heritage Centre, Dale  
                           Thursday - Sunday, 2.00pm - 5.00p, 

Diary date: Musical evening Thursday October 9th at St James the 
Great church, Walwyn’s Castle 

 

Featuring Haverfordwest Male voice choir and flute soloist Rhian Morgan 

Ticket or entry at the door  £12.50, includes refreshments in the village hall following   
concert. 7.00 for 7.30 pm start. All proceeds in aid of church restorations .  



Services for July & August 
 

St Ishmaels 
13th July 11am Communion 

27th July  10am Communion (please note the earlier time) 
10th August 11am Communion 

24th August 11am Communion 

 

Dale, Walwyn's Castle and Robeston West 
July 

6th      5pm Sea Sunday with Boat Bessing At Coronation Hall Dale. Bishop  speaking. 
13th

     11.15am Eucharist, Walwyns Castle. 
20th

     11.15am Eucharist Robeston West 
       6.00pm Eucharist Dale. 
27th

    11.15am  Eucharist Walwyns Castle 

August 
3rd

       6.00pm Eucharist Dale. 
10th

     11.15am Eucharist Walwyns Castle. 
17th    11.15am Eucharist Robeston Wes 

       6.00pm Eucharist Dale. 
24th

     11.15am Eucharist Robeston West. 
31st     9.30am Eucharist St Katharine and St Peter Milford Haven 

 
Marloes & St Brides 
6th July      11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 

13th July    11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy Communion 

20th July       11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 

27th July       11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy Communion 

3rd August    11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 

10th August   11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy Communion 

17th August   11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 

24th August   11am – St Bridget’s, St Brides – Holy Communion 

31st August   11am – St Peter’s, Marloes – Holy Communion 

 

Aenon Baptist Chapel Sandy Hill 
Sunday 6th July Roy Brewer 10.30am Holy Communion. Refreshments after.  
Sunday 13th July . Worship service 10.30 with the Sandy Hill Team. Refreshments after.  
Sunday 20th July 10.30am Worship & the Word, with Phillip Brewer, Refreshments after.  
Sunday 27th July 10.30am Worship and the word with Roy Brewer.  



MARLOES VILLAGE HALL SUMMER TALKS 

Whales & Dolphins 
Sea Trust Wales  Thursday July 31st 7pm 

 

Bringing in the Big Ships 
Mark Johnson, Milford Haven pilot   

Wednesday August 27th 7pm 
 

The Tides 
Dr Steve Morrell    Wednesday October 8th 7pm 

 
All are welcome – no membership required.  U16s accompanied, please 

Admission free  A cash contribution towards Hall upkeep would be appreciated 



Coastlands Local History Group 

I am quite sure those who came to the talk on Milford Haven Pilots will have left 
with a sense of awe as to the complexity of the task the Pilots take on every time 
they guide a ship in or out of The Haven. Captain Pearn gave us a fascinating in-
sight into the many different aspects of the job - mostly happening all at once - 
including some very informative glimpses at the technology now available to the 
Pilots to help them guide ships safely in and out. An appreciative audience thor-
oughly enjoyed the evening. 

We now have a break from talks for the summer, but return in September with a 
talk by Gareth Mills on The Cawdors of Stackpole. Details will be in the Septem-
ber issue of PP. 

This does not mean however, that history is on hold! There will still be an oppor-
tunity to engage with history of the area in The Old Stables Heritage Centre, open 
every Thursday to Sunday 2.00pm to 5.00pm, where there is an exhibition looking 
at how WW2 affected our area. As you may well imagine there is a wealth of mili-
tary history covering the villages, but we are also looking at the more personal 
history and how the war affected those at school, work as well as remembering 
those who went to serve, both those who did not come back as well as those 
who did. In view of the amount of ma-
terial we hold, this exhibition will be 
evolving over the season, so it may 
well be worth a couple of visits –
spread out - to get full value. If anyone 
has personal family memorabilia they 
would be happy for us to copy and 
display please do get in touch. We do 
not hold onto the original copies, only 
take copies of them and hand the orig-
inal back to the family. 

We hope for members and visitors 
alike that the sun shines this summer 
so we can all enjoy the delights of our 
area. 

If you would like to become a member 
please contact us. It costs just £5.00 
per person a year. 
 

If you need any further information 
please contact Harriet (636668 ) or 
Yvonne (636251)              



Dale WI 
On 17th June the W. I. were lucky enough to have a speaker who will be known to 
many of you living locally.  Mrs. Sonja Groves, the previous Head Teacher of 
Coastlands School, gave us a hilarious and sometimes serious talk on 
‘reminiscences on my life in teaching’.  First of all she asked ‘what is a teacher’.  
The answer is, of course, never boring.  She also felt that many Victorian teacher 
could have managed in the modern school until the most recent developments in 
the use of information technology especially the Ipad. 
 
She kept most of the room in fits of laughter for the duration of her presentation.  
Can you imagine her being called to the headmaster’s office to meet a parent who 
was accusing her of using bad language.  The phrase she was meant to have used 
was ‘the son of a bitch’.  In reality she had said ‘12 add 12, the sum of which is 24’.   
 
I guess many of you will realise that one very tense time in school is inspection day.  
On one such day an Inspector asked a class of children if there was anything differ-
ent about their teaching on the day in question.  One child put up a hand and said 
that their teacher, Mrs Groves, was wearing lipstick!   While talking to the children 
about school dinners, one child said that he loved it when they had ‘vagina’ for din-
ner while actually meaning lasagne.  
 
Sports Day could generate another side of children.  Some year 6 children had been 
known to cut the bottom end of the sack open to give themselves a considerable 
advantage in the sack race.  Another group of children had the idea of buying a 
spare set of of batons used in the relay race saving themselves many vital seconds 
at handover time.   
 
Moving on from our talk, I would like to thank everyone who attended, helped with or 
donated towards our Cream Teas in Dale on the bank holiday Monday at the end of 
May.  A total profit of £1,417.25 was made.  The teas made £687.80, cakes made 
£270.25, plants made £261.20 and the raffle £198.00.  90% of the money made was 
given to support Peninsula Papers.  The event was extremely well attended and 
everyone involved looked exhausted by the end. 
 
Potential new members are welcome to contact me (Gail Smith) on 07854 854838 

Church Fête at St Bride’s Castle   

Thursday August 7
th

, 6pm     

PICTURE RAFFLE 

 

The prizes are original pain4ngs by Marloes ar4sts 

Deborah Rees and Christopher Jessop.   By kind per-

mission of Claire and Charlie, during June the prize 

pain4ngs will go on display at Runwayskiln (Marloes 

Sands), and the Café will be selling raffle 4ckets from 

then un4l Fête day. 
Painting by Deborah Rees 



 







 

Dragonflies, Moths and Coffee Saturday July 5th 

We last did this in 2015 and it was good fun, so it’s time for another go.  

Do you fancy a leisurely hour or so watching dragonflies in the sunshine? 

Or having a look at what flew into the moth trap the 

previous night? Or pottering around the garden? All with 

a cup of coffee and maybe a home-made biscuit or two?? 

If you do then join us at Orlandon Kilns 

on Saturday July 5th at 10:30 (backup date 

Sunday July 6th). 

There is parking for quite a few cars but sharing would be 

good.   

The weather needs to be warm and sunny for dragonflies and 

warm the previous night for moths so if it looks dodgy then ring me (Rosemary) on 

636970 in the morning to see if we are going ahead. If you email me to let me know 

you are coming I will email to let you know if we have to cancel or postpone.  

Open to anyone interested in natural history.   

 
 

The Old Stables Heritage Centre  

The Heritage Centre 
EXHIBITION 

 
“WW2 Remembered” 

 
19th June - 5th October 

Thurs - Sun  
2:00pm - 5:00pm 

contact Harriet (636668) or Yvonne (636251)  



 

 The Bullfinch  
The usual view of a Bullfinch is of a grey bird 
with a bright white rump flying across the 
road between tall hedges. Only when they 
pause to perch do you see their amazing 
plumage. The male, with his black cap, smart 
pale grey back, white rump and bright pink 
underparts is one of the top competitors for 
the most colourful bird in the UK. But they 
do tend to hide their light under a bushel – 
keeping well concealed in the tall hedges and 
scrub which is their favoured habitat. But once you know their contact call, you 
will hear them far more often than see them – it is a soft, plaintive, breathy 
whistle – “piuu”.  

We have Bullfinches around where we live and they are always a very welcome 
visitor to the garden. They are particularly fond of the seed of Herb Robert 
which is a common “weed” in our garden – I let it grow wherever possible as 
the little pink flowers in Spring are irresistible to insects, particularly Orange Tip 
butterflies, and I like the red foliage and aromatic smell. The snag is that Herb 
Robert stems are quite weak and do not support the weight of a Bulfinch, so 
they either perch on something nearby and lean acrobatically across, or trap the 
stem underfoot on the ground. These antics are quite entertaining to watch!  

Perhaps the most interesting thing about Bullfinches is their breeding behaviour. 
They are strictly monogamous, barely sing and appear not to hold a territory. 
This is reflected in their biology – they have very unusual and non-mobile sperm 
because they never have to compete with other males. However their closest 
relative, the Grey-headed Bulfinch from China has completely normal sperm. 
The reason for this disparity is completely unknown.   

Bullfinches build quite a crude nest up to 5 metres up in a thick bush – frequent-
ly hawthorn, brambles and honeysuckle, or on a flat low branch of a conifer. 
They can have up to three broods but two is more usual.  

It was not long ago that Bullfinches were considered a serious pest of orchards 
– they would descend on the trees in the spring and consume the flower buds. 
They were probably very hungry – like most seed eaters in the UK there is very 
little for them to eat in the spring and the first dandelion clocks are eagerly 
awaited! Some Bullfinches are learning to use garden feeders but alas ours are 
not doing that – but they do bring their youngsters (pale brown with a white 
rump and the characteristic chunky bill) for training sessions on Herb Robert! 

Rosemary Royle 
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maximum 1/2 A5 page maximum 1/2 A5 page maximum 1/2 A5 page maximum 1/2 A5 page     
Please submit all copy (in English or Welsh) by email or hardcopy as follows: 

For Dale, Marloes & St Brides, Walwyns Castle: Rosemary Royle: Rosemary Royle: Rosemary Royle: Rosemary Royle: see below 
For St Ishmaels & Hasguard: Sandra & Steve Morrell: Sandra & Steve Morrell: Sandra & Steve Morrell: Sandra & Steve Morrell: 2 Mabes Gate, St Ishmaels  
SA62 3TL    sandymorrell1@gmail.com Tel: 07544 705317 

 

ADVERTISING ADVERTISING ADVERTISING ADVERTISING     
 Rosemary Royle, Orlandon Kilns, St Brides, Haverfordwest, Pembs SA62 3AP 

01646 636970     PenPapersPembs@gmail.com01646 636970     PenPapersPembs@gmail.com01646 636970     PenPapersPembs@gmail.com01646 636970     PenPapersPembs@gmail.com    
 

Management Committee: Reverend Andrew JohnsonManagement Committee: Reverend Andrew JohnsonManagement Committee: Reverend Andrew JohnsonManagement Committee: Reverend Andrew Johnson (Managing Editor), Ellinor Ellinor Ellinor Ellinor 
Morgan Morgan Morgan Morgan (Dale), Richard Neale Richard Neale Richard Neale Richard Neale (St Ishmaels), William Richards William Richards William Richards William Richards (Marloes & St Brides), 
Gillian Thorne Gillian Thorne Gillian Thorne Gillian Thorne (Robeston West), Rosemary Royle Rosemary Royle Rosemary Royle Rosemary Royle (Editor)  
 

Copy Editor:Copy Editor:Copy Editor:Copy Editor: Rosemary Royle  Rosemary Royle  Rosemary Royle  Rosemary Royle   01646 636970  PenPapersPembs@gmail.com 
Postal SecPostal SecPostal SecPostal Sec.:  Ann Barkworth: Ann Barkworth: Ann Barkworth: Ann Barkworth: Tel: 01646 636873  (For those who do not live in the 
parishes but would like to receive a copy at a cost of £15.00 per year) 
 

Distribution OrganisersDistribution OrganisersDistribution OrganisersDistribution Organisers.:  Peter Morgan Peter Morgan Peter Morgan Peter Morgan (Dale)  Barbara Black Barbara Black Barbara Black Barbara Black (Marloes)  Hilary Or-Hilary Or-Hilary Or-Hilary Or-
ton ton ton ton (St Ishmaels & Hasguard), Mary Lewis Mary Lewis Mary Lewis Mary Lewis (St Brides), Gill Thorne Gill Thorne Gill Thorne Gill Thorne (Robeston West)    

 

ABSOLUTE COPY DEADLINE FOR  THE         

September  September  September  September  ISSUE IS  

    Thursday August 21st 2025Thursday August 21st 2025Thursday August 21st 2025Thursday August 21st 2025 

ALL RECYCLING: Every FRIDAY from 6:30am (check locally for actual 
times).   
 

ALL RECYCLING PLUS GREY/BLACK BAGS on these dates:  
July 4th and 25th, August 15th, September 5th and 26th 


